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The Righteous ſhall be in everlaſting Remembrance, 

— PsAlu cxii, 6. Es 

Whoſe Faith follow, confidering the End of their 
Converſation, Hes, xiii. To 

. | 4 


— 


>» 
. 


/ 


— 


— _— 
— 


L 0 N D 0 V. 


e by J. PARAMORE, at the Foundry, Upper Mooaficlds: 
And ſold at the Rev. Mr. Weſley's Chapel, in the City Road, and 
nt all his Preaching-Houſcs iu Town and Country. 282. 


r ee —O— 


f 
5 


eee 
gms — a > - _ 


T H E ; 
7 


LIFE and DEATH 


© „ 


THOMAS WALSH, &c. 


9 


— 


THE INTRODUCTION, 


HE exceeding Riches of the Grace of God 
our Saviour, and the effeftual working of his 
mighty power, have in all ages ſhone molt 
conſpicuouſly in the holy lives of his eminent ſer- 
vants, the excellent of the earth, with whom are 
his peculiar delights. 
Of this kind the Scriptures furniſh us with 
ſeveral examples, Airaham, Enoch, Noah, Daniel 
and 706, (beſide many others) are deſcribed in the 
Old Teſtament, as men walking before God, and 
perfect in their generation. nd the eleventh 
chapter to the Hebrews. contains little elſe than an 
account of antient Worthies, remarkable for their 
Faith, Sufferings, Patience, and glorious ends; who 
conſidering themſelves as ſtrangers and pilgrims. in 
this world, ſought à city which hath foundations, 
whoſe builder — maker is God: who, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, hath provided ſome better things for ug, that 
they without us ſhould, not be made perfet, 
| A 2 
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Among the number of perſons eminent for their 
holineſs, and uſefulneſs which the preſent gene- 
ration has produced, he, whoſe life is here re- 
lated, may juſtly be conſidered as one: whoſe ex- 


ample, in ſome reſpe&s may be ſaid to have its pe - 


_ cular excellencies. 

A cireumſtantial detail of ſuch particulars as 
often find a place in this kind of writings, namely, 
Family, Child-hood, Education, Stature, Com- 
plexion, and a variety of common occurrences, is 
quite foreign to the deſign of the preſent work: 


which is to repreſent, principally, what paſſed 


between God and his ſoul, in the progreſs of his 
converſation with men, and his daily walking 
with God, | | h 
And yet neither is intelligence of this ſort 
wholly omitted: he has left 
relative thereto, which will enable the Reader to 
form ſome idea, as well of the former as latter 
part of his pilgrimage. 
But the deſcent and character of this ſervant of 


God, chiefly regarded in this account, are thoſe 


which were derived to him as a ſon of faithful 
Abraham, one of thoſe faithful of whom he is 
ftiled the father: yea, as an heir of God, and joint 
heir with. Chriſt, of all the bleſſings purchaſed with 
his moſt precious blood, 

Privileges theſe, which are common to all, Jude 


iii. and in reſpe&t of which there ts no difference. 


between the Prince and the Beggar, the Jew and 
the Greek, Barbarian and Scythian, Bond and Free : 
all may know, love, and be happy in the One 
and Father of all, through the crucified Jeſus, 
' Who by the Grace of God hath taſted death for every 
man. N | 
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CHAP I 
Of his Birth and Education. 


HOMAS WALSH, was born in the year of 

our Lord 1730, at a place called Bally Linn, 
in the county and within about ten miles of the 
city of Limerick, in Ireland, His father, Edmond 
Walſh, was by, occupation a Carpenter; a man of 
tolerable education, and ſtrong natural under- 
ſtanding. His mother's name was Helena Nougham, 
born of reputable parents. "They were both 


members of, and entirely bigoted io the Church of 


Rome. 
When about eight years old, he was put to 
ſchool to learn Engliſi (his mother tongue was 


Iriſh.) Afterwards he went to ſchool to one of 


his brothers (of whom he had ſeveral), by whom 
he was initiated into the Latin tongue. Having 


acquired its rudiments in ſome tolerable degree, 


he went aſterwards into the neighbouring county 
of Clare, with a deſign to be put 'prentice, his 


friends intending him to be of his father's trade. 
But God, in his adorable providence, had other 


. concerning him. Diſappointed therefore 
in this, 


A 


he returned to ſchool, and proceeded 


in his purſuit bf learning; applying himſelf to 
the ſtudy of Latin, which he had but lately 
intermitted, -« 

After he had made ſome conſiderable progrefs in 
this, he applied himſelf to the ſtudy of ſome parts 
of the Mathematics, for which he thought he had 


a better genius than for Languages. He ſoon c ,, 


quired the knowledge of Arithmetic, both vulgar 
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and decimal, meaſuring Superficies and Solids, &e, 
And afterwards went to the city of Zimerick in 
order to perfect himſelf in writing. 

Having continued at ſchool till about the nine- 
teenth year of his age, and having acquired ſuch 
branches of Literature as fitted him for being 
uſeful to others in the ſame way : he ſet up one 
for himſelf, wanting neither ſcholars nor ability 
to inſtruct them, which he did with ſuccels, 
during the time he continued his ſchool, 


2 
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CHAP. 11, 
Of his Religion, and the firuggle which he found 


between Nature and Grace till the fixteenth year of 


his age. 


| IS parents being ſtrongly attached. to the 
H eee of Rome, brought * up in the ſame” 


principles, and took care that his mind ſhould be 
early furniſhed with the fundamental parts of what 
they judged his duty towards God. | 
«© When, ſays he, I was young I learned the 
Lord's Prayer, and A= Maria, in Iriſh, together 
with the — and thirtieth pſalm in Latin, 
And now I began to imbibe that uncharitable, 
anti-ſcriptural opinion, that all diſſenters from the 
church of Rome were in a ſtate of damnation, But 

ſince the Lord hath enlightened my underſtandin 
I am fully convinced that therein I greatly 5 
not knowing the Scriptures, neither the Power of 
God. 1 

« I cannot but lament the caſe of thoſe parents, 
who alas! not knowing what they do, endeavour 
to inſtil into the minds of their children ſuch. 
pernicious principles: and I do earneſtly entreat 
all children, that as ſoon as they come to years of 
diſcretion, to examine and judge for WA 
| | t 
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It pleaſed our gracious Lord to work in his heart 
very early, ſtriving by the operation of che holy 
Spirit to ſubje& him to himſelf, He made him to 
bear the yoke in his youth, and by his tcrrors re» 
ſtrained him from the great offence, * Even 
while I was young and ignorant, ſaid he, God was 
ſtrivin wth me, and often terrifked my heart: 
eſpecially whenever I thought of the day of judg- 
ment, and of eternity! 

« At thoſe times eſpecially, I frequently re- 

ated the prayers I had learnt, But alas! to how 
File purpoſe, while I prayed neither with the 
ſpirit, nor with the underſtanding? My heart was 
hard and ſtubborn, and my underſtanding was 
blind and fooliſh, I had no juſt conception either 
of God, or of religion, Nay, ſo great was m 
ignorance, that when I named our Saviour in Iriſh 
5 thought the name belonged to ſome woman in 
heaven! 

„% While I was thus fooliſh and blind, my fallen 
nature began powerfully to diſcover itſelf, The 
ſeed of the ſerpent working in my heart, broke 
ſorth in words and deeds, Pride, anger, and 
ſelf-will eſpecially, reigned ever me. But alas! 1 
then little knew that thofe accurſed tempers pro» 


ceeded from that ſource of univerſal diſorder, and 
all human miſeries, Original Sin.“ 1 believed this 


had brought temporal death into the world, and 
great diſorder into the whole ſtate of outward 
nature, the viſible Creation: but of its ſuhjectin 

the ſoul to ſpiritual, and expoling it to eterna 


death, I had no apprehenſion. I had, it is true; 


St. Auſtin, Bi of Hippo in ca, who lived in the 
fourth Century, 1 fal. firſt — has 7 this name to the fn 
which dwelleth in us ; the carnal Mind which is enmity againfl God'; 
« The fault and corruption of the nature of every man that 
naturally is ingendered of the off-pring of Adam, whereby. man 
is very far gone from original righteouſnefs, and is of his own 
nature inclined to evil. —and therefore iz every perſon born 
into this world, it deſerveth God's wrath and damnatings,” = 

| conviction 
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* 


eonvittion Whenever I told a lie, or fell into 
any other outward ſin. But the Spirit of God 
alone, I now plainly ſee, could convince me my 
tempers deſerved the damnation of hell. 

„% When I was about eight years old, I began to 
love play, and divers other filly pleaſures, ſpending, 
the time I was out of ſchool, in catching of birds, 
playing at ball, and the like, My fondneſs for 
theſe occalioned my breaking the ſabbath, Which L 
ulually ſpent either in theſe vain amuſements, or 
in reading ſome profane hiſtory, or other unpro- 
fitable book; and indeed no one ſo much as told 
me, that theſe kinds of employments were any 
violation of the Lord's day: my parents, like the 
reſt of their neighbours, eſteeming them innocent 
diverhons, 

« I did not then know that I ought not on this 
day to do my own pleaſure, to ſpeak my own words 
or think my own thoughts; that I ought to 
ſpend it wholly in glorifying God, by praying to- 
him, hearing his word, and reading and meditating 
therein; calling the ſabbath, a delight, the holy of the 
Lord, honourable. O the curſe of ignorance and 
evil example! How many ſouls do theſe lead into 
the broad way of deſtruction! How happy would 
it have been for my poor ſoul, if I had known 
and remembered my Creator in the days of my youth 

* From the tenth to the fourteenth year of my 
age, my corruptions increaſed, took deeper root, 
and more vilibly appeared in my whole converſa- 
tion; and yet I was more regular in diſcharging my 
duty towards God, (Sol was taught to call a dullform: 
of words, a {mall part of which only were ad- 
dreſſed to God, and the reſt to ſaints and angels.) 
My parents according to cuſtom brought me, at 
the uſual times, to the prieſt, who examined me 
concerning the pater. Vier, Ave-Maria, and Credo 
in Deum, with ſome other Rites of the Church of 
Rome, But alas! to how little purpoſe? It made 
me 'neither wiler, nor better. Some part, it is true, 
of what he taught me was according to the os 

| of 
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of God; but the greater part entirely repugnant 
thereto, ; 
After this catechifing, I became more inquif 
tive, and began to read books of devotion. -bheſe 
I found for the preſent had their ule, Whenever 
I read of the Paſſion of our Savioyr; the love of 
God to finners; the joys of Heaven, or the miſe- 
ries of the damned, much defire towards God en- 


| kindled in my ſoul. But alas! it ſoon died TS 


again, becoming like the morning cloud, or the ear 
we 

& From the fourteenth to the ſixteenth year of 
my age, I had more of the form, though leſs of the 
power of godlineſs, than ever before, I now at- 
tended the public worſhip (that is, went to Mals) 
and every night repeated my prayers, But flill, 
Pride, Anger, Self-will, and Revenge, more power- 
fully prevailed over me than ever: and 1 added 
to theſe my former prevailing abominations, lies 
and evil words. Indeed I had an entire averhon 
to curſing and ſwearing in the groſs ſenſe; but 
abounded in petty oaths, ſo called, and bad wiſhes, 


Of this ſort there are legions in the Ir:fh languages 


perhaps more, and mere wickedly expreſſive, than 
in any other language in the known world. 
Being at play one day, and provoked by 
one of my play-fellows, I ſwore (Horror to 
think !)' by the great name. of Jehovah, (tb 
the beſt of my remembrance I never did 

beſore, or ſince.) In that inſtant I felt I had 


A ſinned againſt God, and deferved his 


avy diſpleaſure, 


0 the reſt of my evils I joined diſobedience 


to my parents. Indeed 1 dared not ſhew it out- 


wardly, to my father eſpecially. 'But my heart 
was hardened and ſtubborn.” One inſtance of this 
he mentions, which wrought him many a bitter re- 
flection afterwards; for years he ever . 
thought of it without ſhame and ſorrow, Havi 

oneday, through his ſtubbornneſs, greatly provok 

his mother, and given her an impertinent _ 
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ſhe ſaid to him, + You have grievedme.” « It went, 
faid he, like an arrow through my heart, I knew 
the fifth commandment ariftly forbids diſobedience 
to parents, and that to honour them, is the Arft 
commandment with pronnſe, Juſtly therefore was I 
condemned. But, O God! how little is it to be 
wondered at, that I did not rightly love, neither 
was obedient to my earthly parents, while I knew 
neither love, nor obedience towards tee, my 
Father who art in heaven? Well do I know now 
wa praiſed be thy love for this knowledge) that 
uch as are froward towards thee, will, while 
they remain ſo, never be truly a comfort to 
their parents. They may indeed pay an out- 
ward compliance, but cordially to love, honour 
and reverence our parents, can only be the effect 
of ſubjeQion in heart and life to the Father of 
Spirits.” | RIPE? 
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CH AP. III. 


Giving a farther Account of the corruptions he ſtrug- 
gled againſt, and the means he made uſe of to 

ſubdue them, from the ſixteenth to the erghteenth 

year of las age. | rn 

| OW, both his fins and convictions daily en- 

creaſed upon him. The deſire of the fleſh 

in particular raged in his nature, Now likewiſe 


he kept more company than before, which not 


little enflamed his beſetting fin, Temptations 
were multiplied, and there wanted not oppor- 
tunities and ſolicitations from nature and the devil. 
But {till the preventing grace of God reſtrained 
bim from ſinning againſt him, in the actual tranſ- 
re ſſion. This indeed, though it did not exempt 


im from Guilt, Fear and Shame, nevertheleſs. 


hecame to him matter of thankſgiving to God, © 1 


do, ſaid he, praiſe God unfeignedly, for with- 


holding me from my own actual wickedneſs, and 


preventing, 


oF THOMAS WALSH, it 


preventingme from leading others intothe deteſtable 

abomination, But I abhor and condemn myſelf 

for the wickedneſs of my heart, which (with 
grief and horror I ſpeak it!) diſcovered itſelf in 

other reſpects, ſuch as it is a ſhame even ta 
mention.“ | | 

And now, his life became a burden to him, 

His language at this time was, O wretched man that 
1 am / who ſhall deliver me ! 

4 The Spirit of God, ſaid he, deeply wounded 
me. The arrows of the Almighty ſtuck faſt in me, 
and my very bones trembled becauſe of my fin, 

- I was perſuaded in my heart that this was convic- 
tion for my fin; but had little conception that the 
Holy Spirit was the chief agent in it: or alas! 
ſo great was my ignorance that I did not know 
there was any Holy Ghoſt for me to receive, | 

While I was thus in the midſt of my ex- 

trerflity, 1 confeſſed to the prieſt, according to the 

cuſtom of the church of Rome, He adviſed me to- 
ſay many prayers (as he termed counting my beads;) 
but alas! this did not do: I was brought into 
captivity through the power of Sin which reigned 
in my members. And even my multiplied prayers 
could be little elſe than an abomination to the 
Lord, while neither the form, nor the matter of 
them was according to the will of God. Many of 
them being little elſe than empty babblings to 
phyſicians of no value, in this reſpect; which 
3 left me under the power of fin and 
dk ** | 

Indeed how elſe ſhould it be? While He was yet 
unthought of, who alone could help him; even 

ſus, whoſe-name is ſalvation: and beſide whom 
in heaven or in earth, there is Mone other, 
whereby a finner can be ſaved, | 
Hearing the prieſt preach one Lord's day, and 
declaim vehemently againſt a variety of grols ſins,” 
the diſcourſe ſo deeply affected him, that in the 
anguiſh of his ſpirit, he reſolved never more to re- 
turn home, till God ſhould fkew him mercy. This 

| precipitate 
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precipitate reſolution was however of ſhort con- 


tinuance, It ſoon vaniſhed away, and he again 
ſought by various ways to procure ſome alleviation 
of his diſtreſs, 

« I ſtrove, ſaid he, to divert myſelf in the beſt 
manner I could, ſeeking reſt in the miſerable com- 
forts of this world. But my conſcience was ſtill 
reſtleſs, and a hell opened in my breaſt, Not 
knowing what to do, I at length attempted to quiet 
the clamours of my troubled mind, by hos 
relolving how ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly 
would live the reſidue of my life, Full of theſe 
good purpoſes, and ſtrengthened as I thought by 
vows and promiſes, I hoped all would be well; 
having all this while no idea of the ſatisfaction by 
Chriſt, and the All-ſufficiency of his merits: 
therefore, reſolving only in my own ſtrength, my 


reſolutions proved as broken ciſterns, which could 


hold no water; and as broken reeds, which 
afforded no ſtrength!” 

Struggling on Nil 
to his prayers and reſolutions. But all this di 
not do. He ſtill found himſelf bound as in 
iction and iron. He remained in fore bondage, 
oing the evil he would not, and not doing the 

which he would have done. His convictions 
became ſtill ſharper, and his fear of hell more 


deeply diſtreſſing. Endeavouring therefore by ſome 


means or other to procure reſt for his ſoul, he 
had recourſe to his former ſhifts, and ſays, I re- 


peated my reſolutions and vows againſt fin; but 


tally, whenever I1 fell into any outward 
wickedneſs; and above all, the Stn that did fa 
eafily beſet me. Then I was as on the rack, and 
through extremity of anguiſh, have ſrequently 
ſtruck myſelf againſt the ground, tearing the hairs 
from off my head.” 
His light began now to increaſe with his pain- 


| in the dark, he added m—_ | 


— 


ful feeling. 4 About this time, ſaid he, by read. 


ing, and the help of the Holy Spirit, I began te 


have 
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have ſtill clearer notions concerning the nature 
and conſequences of fin.” 

This increaſe of knowledge did not however 
mend, much leſs heal his heart. No, 


The ſudden ray of heavenly light, 
Which dimly dawned upon his night, 
But made his darkneſs viſible, 

And left him to a-deeper hell. 


Struggling in his chains, he reſolved upon other 
meaſures, And finding that his Prayers, tears, 
reſolutions, and vows did not avail, he deviſed 
another expedient, and came to this determination, 
: ſolemnly to ſwear to the Lord, imagining that 
then it would not be poſſible he ſhould break 
with him afterwards, 

Accordingly he bound himſelf by an oath, that 
for the time to come he would utterly renounce 
all thoſe fins he then accuſed himſelf of, and 
which had hitherto wrought him ſo much un- 
eaſineſs. This procedure degot in him for the 

reſent, ſome ceſſation from torment, and left him 
or awhile in deep ſecurity. But it was not 
long ere he found this band likewiſe, was as the 
aff of a broken reed, He fell into one of thoſe 
very fins, againſt the commiſſion of which he had 
io ſacredly bound ' himſelf; involving by this 
means his conſcience in the additional guilt of 
{what he called) perjury, and thus rendered his 
anxiety great beyond deſcription, Yea, he gave 
upall hope: and became well nigh deſperate, He 
knew not whither to betake bimſelf, or what 
ſhould be his next ſtep; reaſoning thus with 
himſelf, 4 Since I have perjured myſelf in one 
inſtance, I may as well commit all my old fins 
over again. Thus, adds he, I was driven by the 
devil, allured by fin and corruption, and deceived 
by my own evil heart,” : 

About this time it pleaſed our Lord to viſit him 
with a fit of illneſs, in, and by which his fears and 
Ana B miſery 
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miſery were conſiderably increaſed. He often 
bewailed himlelf in the uttermoſt anguiſh of ſpirit, 
with weeping and lamentation, breathing out his 
foul in moans, “ the guilt of lin? when 
charged home upon the conſcience by the Spirit 
of God, what an intolerable load! A wounded ſpirit 
who can bear!“ 

Thus, being ignorant of God's rigkteoufagſ?; the 
way of e or jultified, which he 
hath appointed, he went about to eflabliſh his own 
righteouſueps or works, expecting to he juſtified by 
the works of the law, and not by the faith of Feſus 
Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which 1s of God; appointed 
and approved by him, through faith, without the 
deeds of the law, Little knowing that to him that 
worketh not, but believeth in him that juſtifieth 
the ungodly, us faith is counted to him for 
righteouſneſs: and * How (as he ſays) could I do 
otherwiſe? I had not the Bible to inſtruft me; 
for I never had read it, except a little at ſchool, 
when 1 was about eleven years old,” Woe to 
you, he adds, ye blind guides ( Vow Romi fi 
Clergy) ye have taken away the key of knowledge, 
that is, the word of God from the people, It is 
this which unlolds the hidden treaſures of his will, 
and free grace towards mankind, While there- 
fore I remained ignorant of this, no wonder that 
went on in error, and fought as one that beateth 
the air.“ 

But now the true Teacher began to maniſeſt 
himſelf, The Spirit of Truth proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, wrought in him daily, a ſtill 
deeper ſolicitude about the great buſineſs of his 
lalvation. Among others of his refleftions, he 
began to think more ſeriouſly than ever, of the 
dottrine of the Church of Rome; reſolving that 
whatever might be the conſequence, he would 
do every thing, that in any meaſure might contri- 
bute to his ſalvation, 
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CHAP, IV, 


Of his forſaking the Church of Rome. 


Variety of incidents contributed to this part 

of his conduct. Ile was firſt deeply con- 
cerned about the weighty affair of his own fal- 
vation; and then began to think ſeriouſly of the 
influence which his religious connexions might 
have thereon, which prepared him for attendin 
to whatever he at any time either read, or ha 
heard ſpoken on this head, 

That which outwardly contributed moſt thereto 
was the inſtance of his En of whom he had 
learned Latin. A man (to ule his own words) 
of tolerable learning, and deſigned for a popiſh 
Prieſt, But ſeeing many errors among them, he 
renounced Popery,” | 

About the eighteenth year of his age, while he 
was a {trift obſerver of the Rites of the Ro- 
- | miſh Church, this brother (who relinquiſhed it 

* fome years before) began frequently to diſcourſe 
with him concerning the principles of the 
Romaniſts, But 1 ſtrenuouſly, faid he, though 
ignorantly withſtood him, alledging the traditions 
| and canons of the church, while he, on the con- 
; trary, appealed to the law, and to the teſtimony, He 
1 f often ſaid to me, „My brother, why do you not 
read God's word? Lay aſide prejudice, and let us 
reaſon together,” 

* Reaſonings of this kind, which were occaſionally 
de made uſe of with him from time to time, together 
woech hearing the Scriptures frequently read in his 
3 brother's ſchool, put him at length upon a diligent 

conſideration of both ſides of the queſtion, But 
| | as it generally happens in like caſes, attachment 
> | to old GT prejudices of education, 


2 ſhame, 
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Thame, or fear of man, kept him for ſome time in 
ſtrong ſuſpenſe. His breaſt was moved with 
contrary, and therefore confliting paſſions, He 
revolved in his mind, and rejected many a thought 
on the head, and again reſumed and embraced 
them, Thus halting between two opinions, he 
complained of the corruption of his heart, and the 
Prejudice of education, which were as ſmoke 
upon his ſoul, ſo dimming his underſtanding that 
he could ſee nothing clearly. ; 

„Walking one day in Sept. 1748, in a field, ſaid 
he, I was ruminating deeply on what my oppo- 
nents urged ring the doctrine of the Church of 
Rome. I ſaid in my heart — perhaps all is not 
right, Peradventure I have been impoſed upon, 
But how ſhall I know? How can I be certainly 
aſſured whether the Prieſt has led me in the right 
way? Immediately it occurred to my mind, that 
on God alone, I could ſafely venture my ſalvation, 
ard that without doubt, he would lead me by his 
counſel, if I aſked wiſdom of him, 

« Then I cried unto the Lord God, and faid, 
All things are known to thee, and thou ſeeſt that 
I want to worſhip thee aright. Shew me the way 
dah ons I ought to go, nor ſuffer me tobe deceived 

men.“ 6 

The Lord who inſtructed Saul, when he en- 
quired, What wilt thou have nw to do? anſwered 
his prayer; which he did not ceaſe to pour out 
before him, The Father of lights, and the giver of 
wiſdom to all that aſk it, did, according to the 
adorable methods of his working, determine his 
choice in this particular, | | 
Jo this time and occaſion may be referred 
what determined him with reſpe& to the popiſh 
doctrine of Merit, namely, the deep impreſſion 
made on his mind by thoſe words of St. Paul, 
If righteouſneſs came by the law, then Chriſt is dead 
in vain, This paſſage he had not remembered 
ever to have read, or heard; and afterwards, when 


he 
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he met with it (Gal. ii. 21,) it was to him like 
life from the dead. | : 

Soon after, he reſolved to ſtand no longer halting 
between two opinions, „ Therefore, ſaid he, 
going to my brother and the other perſons who 
uſed to converle with me on this head, I deter- 
mined now, once for all, either to convince, or be 
convinced by them, 

% Propoſing therefore my deſign, they deſired 
me to bring a Bible, and with it Nelſon's Feaſts, and 
Faſts of the Church of England. Accordingly, we 
began reading, and converſing, and continued to- 
gether till midnight,” The reſult was, © I was, 
conſtrained, ſaid he, to give place to the light of 
truth, It was ſo convincing that I had nothing 
more to ſay; I was judged of all, and at length 
confeſſed the weakneſs of my former reafonings, 
and the ſtrength of thoſe which were oppoted 
to me! | | 

© About one o'clock in the morning I retired to 
my lodging, and according to my uſual cuſtom 
went to prayer; but now, only to the God of 
heaven : I no more prayed to any angel or ſpirit. 
For I was deeply oerhinded that there is but one God, 
and one Mediator between God and man, the man 
Chriſt Jeſus. Therefore I reſolved no longer to 

uffer any man to beguile me in a voluntary hu- 
mility, in worſhipping either ſaints or angels. 
Theſe latter I conſidered as minifterial ſpirits, ſent 
forth to miniſter to them who ſhall be heirs of ſat- 
vation, But with regard to any worſhip being 
aid to them, one of themletves ſaid, See thou do 
it not, worſhip God: God only. 

„ All my ſophiſms on this head were entirely 
overthrown by a few hours candid reading the 
holy Scriptures, which were now become as a lan- 
thorn to my my feet, and a lamp to my paths, directing 
me in the way wherein I ſhould go. I could ſee 
no manner of authority, either in the Old Teſta- 
ment or the New, for invocating any Saint or 
Apoſtle whatſoever. God, the Triune God, is 

B 3 alone, 


- *. wn 5 

TI 0 FE? — __— - SB e 1 
1 4 I — 5 83 * aus, bf nn 7 W A a * 
- - «4 bs 4 . AS ws F 4+ as tk _— * 1 5 x" 
& $ 5 T 3 * k P n 0 3 bn & 4 "x" 

2 St a: v.48, 3 oe S — * wk * \ we . * 6 Lins $: * N 2.2345 *% N * 

pe * *. * ö „ 4 1 . * * * A * 
4 


— 7 


& 
7X; 
* 

= 


18 THE LIFE AND DEATH 


alone, the proper object of prayer, and of all 
divine worſhip * He is likewiſe a jealous God, 
(Exod, xx, 5,) and will not give his glory to 
another, - 

Not manv days after, he fell into diſcqurſe with 
his father, on the head, and informed him, that he 
was minded to forſake the Church of Rome, being 
clearly convinced ſhe was not that infallible, or 
pure Church, he once eſteemed her, “ But rather, 
(to ule his own words) a harlot, who had com- 
mitted ſpiritual and vile adultery, My father, adds 
he, produced his ſtrong reaſons to overthrow all 
I had ſaid, I dared not but liſten to him, which 
I did with much attention, But the more he 
argued, the more I was confirmed in my former 
reſolution.“ 

Being now fully ſatisfied, and deliberately do- 
termined, he reſolved to omit no becoming method 
of teſtifying the ſame, And accordingly, he pub- 
licly ind in form, renounced his former commu— 
nion; abjured the errors of the Church of Rome, 
and thence forward regularly attended the ſervice 

of the Eſtabliſhed Church, A certain providence 
| leemed 30 direct the very matter of the dt Sermon 
which he heard there, „ The firſt text, ſaid he, 
I heard preached on at Church, was, He that be— 
heveth and is baptized, ſhall be 2 * but he that 
believeth not, Mall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 

« Yet, alas! how little did 1 know of believing? 
being taught and accuſtomed to call by the name 


of Faith, the peculiar principles of the Church 


of Rome, But I have now learned a better leſſon, 
and know that rightly to believe, is one of the 
greateſt things in the world. 


% And now that 1 have left the Church of 


Rome, I nevertheleſs declare (ſuch was his inge- 
nity! ) that I think there are many ſincere fouls 
among them, For I bear” them witneſs, that they 
have a zeal for Con. mou not according to 
knowledge, Many of them have juſtice, mercy, 
and truth ; and may, (notwithſtanding many errors 

| in 
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in ſentiment, and thereſore in praftice, through 
invincible ignorance) ſince, as is God's Majeſty, 
ſo is his Mercy, be dealt with accordingly,” 

There have been doubtleſs, and ſtill are amongſt 
them, ſome burning and ſhining lights; perſons 
who (whatever their particular ſentiments may be) 
arc devoted to the ſervice of Jeſus Chiill, accord- 
ing as their light and opportunities admit, And 
in reality, whatever opinzons people may hold, they 
are moſt approved of Cad, whole tempers and 
behaviour correſpond moſt with the model of his 
holy Word. This however, can be no juſtifica- 
tion of general, and public, unſcriptural tenets, ſuch 
as are many of thoſe of the Church of Rome, 

« It may 1 aſked then, ſaid he, Why did 1 leave 
their communion, ſince I thought ſo favourably of 
them? I anſwer, becauſe I was abundantly con- 
vinced, that as a Church, they have erred from the 
right way, and adulterated the truths of God, with 
the inventions and traditions of men; which the 
Scriptures, and even celebrated writers of them- 
ſelves, abundantly teſtify, God is my witneſs, 
that the ſole motive which induced mie to leave 
them, was an unfeigned defire to know the way 
of God more perfectly, in order to the ſalvation 
ef my ſoul, For although 1 then felt, and do 
yet feel my heart to be as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
deceitful, and deſperately wicked with regard to 
God; yet I was fincere in my reformation, 
having from the Holy Spirit, an carneſt deſie to 
fave my ſoul, 

„If it ſhould be ſtill aſked, But could I not be 
faved, ſuppoſing I had never left the Church 
of Rome? I anſwer, if 1 had never known the 
Truth of the Scriptures concerning the way of ſal- 
4 vation, nor been convinced that their principles 
x were antifcriptural, then I might poſbbly have 
& been ſaved in her communion, the merciful Cod 
making allowance for my invincible ignorance, 
But I freely profeſs, that now, fince God hath en- 
lightened my mind, and given me to fee the truth 
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as it is in Jeſus, if I had ſtill continued a mem- 
ber of the Church of Rome, I could not have 
been ſaved, 

« With regard to others, I ſay nothing. I know 
that every man muſt bear his own burden, and give ax 
account of himſelf to God. To our own Maſter, 
both they and I muſt ſtand or fall for ever. But 
love however, and tender compaſſion for their 
fouls, conſtrain me to pour out a Prayer to God 
in their behalf, 


« All ſouls are thine, O Lord God, and thou 


 willeſt al! to come to the knowledge of the 


Truth and be ſaved, For this end thou didſt give 
thy only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
in him, might not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life, I beſcech thee, O eternal God, ſhew thy 
tender mercies upon thole poor ſouls who have 
been long deluded by the god of this world, the 
pope, and his clergy. Jeſus, thou Lover of 
Souls, and Friend of Sinners, ſend to them thy 
light and thy truth, that they may lead them, 
O let thy bowels yearn over them, and call thoſe 
ſtraying ſheep, now periſhing for lack of know- 
ledge, to the light of thy word, which is able 
to make them wiſe to falvation, through faith 
which 1s in thee,” 


— 


CHAP. V. 


Some further Account of his progreſs in the way 
- of life, with other reaſons of his conduct in regard 
of the Church of Rome. 


HE affair of his renouncmg the Romiſh 
Church, and declaring himſelf a member 
of the Church of England, being now over, 
he ſet himſelf to TH: with much diligence, 
the holy Scriptures, together with the writings 


of ſome of the moſt eminent Proteſtant Drvines, 


And hereby he received furthes light 1 
27 


. 
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day, being more and more fully perſuaded that 
his conduct was right, and conducive to his true 
happineſs, | 
By this means he began likewiſe to fee into the 
nature of the Coſpel, and the ont, only, true 
way, which it points out to life and bleliedneſs, 
« Now, ſaid he, I begin to diſcern clearly, that 
it is the Blood of Chrift alone which cleanſeth from 
| all Sin, and that by one Offering of himſelf once 
3 for all, he hath perfefted for ever them that are 
Fanctiſied.“ (Heb, x. 14.) perfectly accom- 
3 phlſhed, without any other . or repetitions 
Z* of the ſame, all that was neceſſary in order to the 
Juſtification, Sanctification, and Glorification of 
all Believers, | 
& I likewiſe became now more clearly ſenſible 
of the errors which I formerly held. As firſt, 
thinking that my own works could merit ſome- 
thing from God. Secondly, vainly imagining that 
there is a place for the purgation of hin after 
Death. When at any time therefore ] was aſked 
now, Why I had left the Church of Rome? I 
could anſwer upon good and ſolid grounds, Be- 
cauſe I am well aſſured that the doftrines of Me- 
kit, (to ſpeak of no more) and works of Superero- 
2 contrary both to Reaſon and Scripture, 
o Reaſon; it being abſurd to ſuppoſe that a crea- 
ture, receiving life, and breath, and all things 
from its Creator, ſhould be able to love, adore, and 
obey him, more than is required of. him, as his 
indiſpenſable duty to the Proprietor of the Uni- 
verſe.— To Scripture; being flatly contrary to the 
words of Chriſt, When ye have done all thoſe things 
which are commanded you, | ſay, we are unprofitable 
ſervants, Luke xvii, 10. | | 
« Beſide, if the Blood of Chriſt, the merit of all 
he hath done and ſuſſered, cleanſeth from all fin, 
What imaginable need can there be of the fire of 
purgatory? Surcly when ell tin is cleanſed, or 
taken away, there can be none remaining.” Alas, 
for thoſe who truſt for ſaſety to ſuch a ſtaff of a 
: * broken 
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broken reed! deferring the preſent opportunities 
and means of deliverance from fin and death, 
under the pretence of ſome future means of purga- 
tion from tin in the inviſible world, The bufineſs 
of ſalvation is a new affair (2 Cor, vi. 2.) It is in 
this life it muſt be wrought out, or never, We 
are accountable and rewardable only for the deeds 
done in the body, The ſoul that is holy, leaving 
the body, will remain ſo for ever: as on the con- 
trary, whoſo leaves this world, in an unholy ſtate, 
muſt be unalterably ſo, and therefore miferable 
for ever: for there is no work, nor device, nor knows 
ledge, nor wiſdom in the grave, whither thou goeſt, 
© then, thou poor hnner, who ever thou art, re- 
2 repent, and turn to God, whilſt thou haſt 

eſh upon thee; for as long as that laſts, the 
kingdom of God is nigh at Hande but if thou 
dieſt without true Converſion, alas, better thou 
hadſt never been born! For then * black lakes, 
bottomleſs pits, ages of a gnawing worm, and a 
fire that never ceaſes to burn, will ſtand between 
thee and the kingdom of heaven for ever.“ 

His now increaſing knowledge in the things 
of God; his ability from the holy Scriptures to 
diſtinguiſh between Truth and Error, became daily 
matter of thankſgiving to God, But yet his unre- 
generate nature could not be truly at reſt. The 
word of God was now indeed his ſtudy and de- 
light, But it ſerved likewiſe, (by ſhewing him 
how his heart and life muſt be, in order to con- 
ſtitute him an approved ſervant of God,) more 
deeply to diſtreſs him, The commandment, in its 
ſpiritual and extenſive meaning, ſtill diſſecting his 
inward parts, flew him, (Rom. vii, 8,—11,) ſo that 
he was diſtreſſingly ſenſible of his death in treſ- 
paſſes and fins. His convittions and anguiſh of 
ſpirit became therefore more affliftive than ever. 

The ſmall ceſſation from the pain of his inward 
ſtate, which the interval of his relinquiſhing 

ery afforded, ſerved now only to augment his 
orrow ; to find that after all, the great work was 
| | yet 
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yet to do. My conſcience, ſaid he, ſtill eon - 
demned me. There was no reſt in my bones by 
reaſon of my ſin,” And yet, meaning to make ſure 
work, he deſired to know the uttermoſt of his 
evil and danger, To this end he read thoſe 
paſſages, both divine and human, which ſeemed 
moſt to condemn him: © for I was willing, ſaid 
he, to know the worſt of my condition: not in- 
deed that this was always the caſe. Sometimes 
the devil, and the corruption of my nature ſo far 
prevailed, as to lull my conſcience, and drown 
my convictions, by a variety of thoughts and 
and other matters.“ 

The light, notwithſtanding did not ceaſe to ſhine 


; in his heart; ſo that although there were many 
* occurrences and temptations, which ſometimes 


ſlackened his endeavours, nevertheleſs the weighty 
concern of his ſoul ſoon recurted. Conſcience 
ſtood up for God, ſtill calling to, and keeping in 
his remembrance the guilt of fin, and the accellity 
of true converſion, 

Thus far he laboured, through the furnace of 
heart-tormenting conflict, on the one hand by 
the Romaniſts, who ſtill wrought him all the 
trouble they poſſibly could, both by calumny and 
contention: and on the other, by the Ruler of the 
darkneſs of this world: Satan and his emiſlaries, 
ſeeking to devour him, He travailed in birth, and 
was in ſorrow, and pain to be delivered, The agony 
of his heart frequently extorted from him, come 
plaints (not indeed in thoſe very words, but) to 
this effett, The ſorrows of death have rompafe me 
about, and the pains of hell have got hold upon me! 
He found trouble and heavineſs. In this diſtreſs 
he cried unto the Lord, and faid, O Lord I befeech 
4 deliver my foul ! 1 am oppreſſed, undertake for 
me 

And thus he remained for ſome time, waitin 
and longing for his God, even as the thirſty ground 
for ſhowers, His ſorrow, it is true, was often in- 
terſperſed with gleams of ſweetly W 

that 
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that yet a little while, and he whom he ſought 
would come, and would not tarry, while his ver 

pulſe {til} beat, Make no long tarrying, O my God. 
Make haſte my Beloved, and come away. Be thou like 
a roe, or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether. 
The Lord did indeed wait to be gracious, he 
brought to the birth, and gave * to bring forth, 
For the ſpirit of heavineſs, he received the gar- 
ments of praiſe, and for mourning, the oil of joy. 


CHAP VI. 
Of fome Particulars previous to his Converſion, 


FTER having made uſe of cvery means, 
which either men, or books could ſuggeſt, 
tut without the defired effect, (being now in the 
ninetecnth year of his age) as he returned to his 
lodging one evening in the city of Limerick, March 
17, 1749, he law an uncommonly large concourſe 
of people allembled in a place called the Parade, 
adjoining to the main ſtreet. He turned aſide to 
lee what it meant; and peiceiving a man preach- 
ing to the people in the open air (a thing then 
quite new in Ireland,) he eagerly Nc to know 
what he ſaid. And bearing him (Mr. R. S. from 
Matth. xi. 28,) affectionately, and earneſtly intreat 
all perſons to come to Jeſus Chriſt, that they might 
find reft to (herr fouls: and withal exhorting them 
to ſearch the Scriptures, and ice for themlelves if 
what he ſaid was not true; it filled him with 
wonder, and with defire to know more of this 
matter. | 78 | 
He had of a long time ſorely felt the want of 
reſt in his ſoul, And notwithſtanding all his en- 
deavours to obtain it, like the poor woman in the 
Goſpel, who had ſpent all that fhe had upon 
Pliyſicians and was nothing betlered, but rather grew 


worſe, his caſe became every day more inſuppor- 


table, A preſſing invitation thereſore to. partake 
| of, 
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of, and an aſſurance of Gacing the very thing 
he ſo wanted, could not fail of being acceptable 
to him. | 

« But here, ſaid he, it may be needful, in order 
the better to underſtand ſome particulars which 
will be hereafter related, to premile a few things 
relative to this Preacher, and the people to whom 
he belonged. iſt, He was one of the people called 
Methodiſts, and a member of the Church of 
England. 2. This people began to preach Chriſt, 


A and juſtification 2 his blood about the year 


1738, having had their beginning at Oxford, in the 


Kev. Mr, John and Charles Weſley ; the former a 
Fellow of Lincoln College, and the latter, Student of 
2 Chriſt Church. Theſe two brothers having ob- 
> tained mercy themſelves, were called of God to 


ubliſh his,love to others likewiſe, by preaching 


| the Goſpel of the 4 of 120 to every creature that 


would hear the joyful ſound. Accordingly, out 
they go into the lancs and highways, crying in the 
voice of wiſdom to the ſons of men, beleeching and 
compelling ſinners to turn to God, to come to that 


1 feaſt of marrow and fat things, which he hath 
1 e for all Who will but accept of life and 


al vation. 


„After theſe ſervants of God had been thus 


* employed for ſome time, it pleaſed their divine 


Maſter, to ſend forth other labourers into his 
harveſt, to aſſiſt in the fame blefled work: not 
indeed ſuch as human wiſdom would have ap- 
pointed, the great or wiſe men of this world; but 
quite qo contrary: the poor (for the moſt part) 
and as St, Paul ſays, the baſe and weak, that thug, 
leaving no room th boaſting, or glotying in man, 
whoſo glorieth might glory in the Lord. 
Some of theſe, after preaching the goſpel in 
the ſtreets and highways, to their own countrymen, 
5 tidings to Ireland alſo: where 
going about from place to place, through cities and 
villages, they freely declared, what they had fo 
Ireely reccived, to every one that would hear, 
C And 
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And glory be to God, their labour of love was not 
in vain, 'He that ſent them, gave their word his 
bleſſing, ſo that many received it gladly; and 
having felt its power, bring forth fruit with 


patience,” 


It was ſome weeks de fore he had opportunity of 
hearing them again, being obliged to take care of 
his ſchool in the country, On his next return to 
Limerick, he heard another of them (Mr. T. IV.) 
and hked his preaching ſtill better, But his 
fondneſs ſor, and attachment to the word of God, 
would not admit of his taking things upon truſt, 
He therefore compared the dottrine he heard with 
the word of God, and with the Articles and Homilies 
of the Church of England; which I found, ſaid 
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he, to be conſonant with both, I became daily 


mere and more attached to them, and their manner 
of living increaled my affection for them, They 
appeared to me to be true followers of Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles, adorning the doctrine of God in all 
things. 

6 ww hen they had preached the goſpel at Limerick 
for ſome time, they came over to hew-Merker, a 
village where I then reſided, In a little time there 
was a Sqcicty formed, fo they called thoſe who 
met weekly together, in order to ſing the praiſes 
of God, to pray to him, and to help each other on 
to heaven, To thele I joined myſelf a member, 


Sept. 29, 1749, in order to be more fully inſtructed 


in the way of ſalvation,” 

God had, by this time, made plain his way 
before his face. The ſcripture had fully informed 
his underſtanding how a finner can find favour 
with Cod. His doctrinal ſcruples were all re- 
moved, and he wanted only the feeling poſleſſion 
of what he believed attainable. 

His {oul reached out with vehemency of defire 
to the Mark of the prize of his high calling, But 

et he could not /ay hold on the hope et before him. 

He could not break the bondage of unbelief, of 

which he was now deeply convinced, and _ 
whic 
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which he groaned continually, So it pleaſed God 
to ſuffer him to wait for ſome time, looking and 
longing for the beams of his brightneſs, to revive 
and rejoice his weary ſpirit. 

He particularly deſcribes his {tate of conviction 
as follows, 

© 1ſt, The Lord convinced me of my beſom fin, 
of that which did moſt caſily beſet me; repreſenting 
the heinoulnels of it in various cucumſtances, 

« adly. All my other abominations likewiſe 
were ſet in array before me, as an army ready to 


**Z devour ine; or, as ſo many devils ready to tear me 


in pieces, God wrote them down in laige cha- 
tails, ſo that I might well lay, My fins were eur 
before me. 

« gdly. I was clearly convinced, that not only 
my fins, but likewiſe what 1 called my dutics, 
were an abomination unto the Lord. y righ- 
teouſueſt appeared as filthy rags. The corrupt tree 
ooutd not brong forth good fruit. 

« qthly. The ſame Spirit convinced me, that I 
was an unbeliever; that I had not true faith, and 
therefore had no part or lot in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, As an unbeliever I was condemned already, 
and the wrath of God abode upon me, _ iii. 1 
aſſented indeed to every thing revealed in the 
Bible; yet I now clearly perceived, I lacked the 
very true, Chriſtian Faith, I learned from the 
Methodifts, ſo called, and had it confimed to me 
by the New Teſtament, that wholoever has true 
faith, has with it the remiſſion of ſins, (Rom. iv. 3. 
and v. 1. and viii. 1. John iii. 18, Ads xiii. 39. 
1 John v. 10.) and peace with God. I — 
Whoſoever believeth, is born of God; and he that is 
born of God finneth not, But I ſinned, and thence 


inferred, I had not faith, neither was born of 
God. 


10 lg, 1 was moreover deeply convinced, 

that I could not help myſelf; that I was utterly 

unable to work, cither 8 faith or holi- 
a | | 


neſs 
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neſs in my own ſoul, and that it was by grace 


alone I could be ſaved, 

% Gthly, I was without comfort, My foul was 
grieved, and my heart fainted within we. 1 found 
labour and ſorrow beyond expreſſion, Worldly 
comforts availed nought, I had no reſt night or 
day, When I prayed, I was troubled; when I 
heard a ſermon, I was pierced as with darts and 
arrows, Whenever I either read or converſed, 
ftill I was broken and bruiſed in heart. Thus 
was I ſtripped of all, and wretched, and blind and 
naked; having neither faith nor power, holineſs 
or happineſs. Truly there was no ſound part 1 
me. All was wounds and bruiſes, and putriſying 
ſores, I could neither ſteep nor eat. 'The aflliKion 
of my ſoul ſo affected my body, that at length I 
was obliged to take to my bed. 

„ 2thly. I ſaw, by the ſame light, the ground of 
all this, namely Orginal Sin, This I ſelt was the 
lource of all my milery and helplefineſs. By one 
man fin entered into the world, — death by fin, and 
fo death paſſed upon all, for that all have finned. 
Here 1 ſaw the root of all evil. Hence are we 
children of wrath; baniſhed from God, and the 
tree of life,” | 

This was his ſtate about the year 1749. And in 
ſubſtance, I believe it agrees with the experience 
of moſt of the children of God, | 

One would not however attempt to fix a deter- 
minate point; making the progreſs of the work of 


| God in one, or a thouſand perſons, a ſtandard bj 
which to judge of the experience of others, There 


are diverfities of operations, by the ſame ſpirit. But 
it is the ſame God, who worketh all in all, And theſe 


operations are (according to the wiſdom that 
 weigheth the ſtates of the children of men) pro- 


portioned to their different capacities, com- 
plexions, and various circumſtances of time, age, 
education, and opportunities, 

With ſome _—_ pleaſeth our Lord to deal 
more gently than 


ith others; as in the cafe of 
dia, 


ace 


Was 


ind 
dly 
or 
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© Lydia, and the Jailor, The latter, trembling and 


terrified, fell down, before Pani and Silas, and ſaid 


in the utmoſt conſternation, What muſt J do to te 
ſaved ! While the former, without any ſuch pre- 


vious terror, that we read of, had her heart gently 
opened to attend unto, and receive the words of 
eternal liſe, which were ſpoken of Paul, And there 


; ate no doubt, thouſands of iuch inſtances at this 


day, 
But in general, thoſe whom God intends ſor 
the ſervice of others, he gives them to feel, as they 
are able to bear, the utmoſt of their nature's death; 
the bitterneſs and deſert of fin, before he ſhews 
them his ſalvation; that being feelingly acquainted 
with the wretchedneſs of an unregenerate Rtate, 
they may be the better capable of ſympathiaing 
with, and counſelling others in like circumſtances; 
and be quickened in their endeavours of ſaving 
fouls from death, 

But in all who are begetting again to newneſs of 
life, there is a deep coniciouineſs of want, And 
there never has been an inſtance of true conver- 
ſion among grown perſons, where the ſoul did not 
previouſlly feel its Poverty, Guilt or Danger, in a 
greater or leſs degree. 


— 


CHAP VII. 
Of his finding Reft to his Soul. 


b Bone! my foul waiteth only upon Cod: for 
of him cometh my ſalvation, was the preſent 
language of his heart, Although the night had 
hitherto hung upon his ſoul, yet he frequently ſaw 
the promiſe of deliverance at a diſtance. But now 
the Day-ſpring from on high began to dawn upon 
him. Lhe beamings of the divine glory, even the 
love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhone around him, 
pierced into him, and brought to his weary ſpirit, 

| C 3 pardon 


30 THE I. ITE AND DEATH 


pardon and peace; life, liberty and*Tove : the 
manner of which he deſcribes as follows: 

Having given and account of my convictions, 
I think it may not be improper to relate likewile, 
how the Son of the Promiſe was begotten and 
brought forth in me. | 

„ 1ſt, He kindled in me earneſt deſires towards 
God. My heart began to warm and diſſolve after 
it was ſcorched by the wrath of God; and to be a 
little comforted and encouraged. 

„ 2dly, Light began to ſpring up in my mind. 
I ſaw at length, not my guilt only, but likewiſe 
the all- ſufficiency of Chriſt, I was convinced that 
he came to eek and to ſave loſt ſinners: that He 
taſted death for every man ; that he willeth all men 
to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the truth. 
O what a glorious view had I of the mercy of 
God in giving his Son, and of the unſpeakable 
love of Chriſt in dying for ſinners! I was con- 
ſtrained to cry out, Lord, What manner of love is 
this, wherewith thou haſt loved us! What is man 
that thou ſhould(t be ſo mindful of him! But 1 
could not yet ſay that 1 had Redemption in the 
blood of Chr:ft, the forgiveneſs of my fins. 

„ gdly. But I had ſtrong hope that God would 
be merciful to my unrighteouſneſs, and blot out 
my fins for his name-ſake. I could ſee the promiſe 
of pardon held forth to me, though as er I was 
not able to lay hold of it. At certain ſeaſons in- 
deed, I could be almoſt confident that there was 
no condemnation to me; and could venture my ſoul 
upon Chriſt, for life and ſalvation, But this ſoon 
vaniſhed away, which convinced me it was not 
juſtifying faith, elſe the Witneſs would be in my 
heart; for he that believeth on the Son of God hath 
the witneſs in himſelf. 

% Athly. 1 kindled in my ſoul a ſtill 
more ve lement thirſt after Chriſt. Nothing could 
now ſatisfy me but the knowledge of an intereſt 
in his blood. My ſoul was ſick with fervent 
longings. I eſteemed all things but dung 2 
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droſs for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus. He appeared altogether lovely to 
me. I was fo taken up in beholding him, in 
reading, and in prayer, that I had no deſire for any 
thing elſe, Neither the lu 14 the fleſh, the luſt of 
the eye, nor the * of life, had any power over 
me; yet, I could not lays 1 was a believer. 

„ 5thly, But, about four months after my moſt 
deep awakenings, the clear day began to ſhine, 
and the Lord, who is rich in mercy, viſited me with. 
his ſalvation, He brought me out of the horrible 
pit, and ſet my feet upon the Rock, The particular 
manner of which was as follows: 

„Coming into the room were we often met 
together, I ſat —_— and meditating, My ſoul 
was looking out, and longing for Chriſt, as the 
watchman for the morning. The congregation 
being aſſembled, the lervant of God bw I.) 
poured out his ſoul in prayer. While he did this, 
the power of the Lord came down in the midſt of 
us, The windows of heaven were opened, and the 
fries poured down r My heart melted 
like wax before the fire; eſpecially at the mention 


of thoſe words, Who is this that cometh from Edom, 


with died garments from Bozrah? This that ts glorious. 
in his appareh, travelling in the greatmeſs of his 
firength? And again, at the ſinging thole words in 
the hymn, 


„% Behold the Saviour of mankind, 
Nailed-to the ſhamelul tree; 
How valt the love that him inclined 
Io bleed, and die for thee! 


'Tis done! the precious ranſom's paid; 
Receive my 4k he cries; 

See, where he bows his facred head ! 
He bows his head and dies.“ 


- 


—_— 
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© The prayer, and the hymn, came with ſuch 
power to my heart, that I was conſtrained to cry 
out, Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, and all that is within 
me, bleſs has holy name ; for he hath forgiven all mine 
eniquity, and healed my diſeaſes. 

„And now I was divinely aſſured that God, for 
Chriſt's ſake, had forgiven me all my ſins. The 
Spirit of God bore witneſs with my ſpirit that 1 
was a child of God. Yea, ſo great was the deli- 
verance, that I could not contain myſelf, I broke 
out into tears of joy and love. Having obtained 
ſuch mercy, I could not but join with the angels 
to ſing praiſes to him that filteth upon the throne, 
and to the Lamb, who ſo loved me, and waſhed me 
from my fins in his own blood, A new fong was 
indeed put into my mouth, even of thankſgiving 
unto my God, 
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« Honour, and might, and thanks, and praiſe, 
I render to my pardoning God, 
Extol the riches of thy grace, 
And ſpread thy ſaving name abroad : 
That only name to ſinners given, 
Which lifts poor dying worms to heaven,” 


I had often in private cried aloud to God, 
yet, it was not till now, that 1 did ſo in the con- 
gregation, But my wound being healed, a neceſ- 


fity was laid upon me to declare what the Lord = 
had done for my ſoul, In the fame hour another be” 
who ſat next to me was hiled with joy and peace ix 
in believing. We both withdrew to another room, 6 
and gave thanks and praiſe to God together, 3 


« And now I felt of a truth that faith is the | 
ubſiance, or ſubſiſtence, of things hoped for, and the {1% 
4 of things not 222.5 42 things 4 
of the inviſible world, of which he had only 
heard before by the hearing of the ear, appeared 
Now in their true light, as {ubſtantial realities, 
„I could now lay hold on Chriſt, and the pro- 
miſes of God through him, Faith in his blood ; 
brought -.. | 
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' | brought Heaven into my breaſt, and filled me with 
= righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. It 


gave me to ſee a reconciled God, and an all: ſuffi- 
cient Saviour. Through this faith I could ſay, 
Chriſt loved me, and gave himſelf for me. O, this 
is the gift of God! Faith of the operation of the 
Holy Chope.” 

He lived now as in another world. Behold, God 
is my ſalvation, went through the whole of his 
heart and conduct. His foul was delighted with 
thoſe good things reſerved for, and enjoyed only 
by ſuch as love God, He fo tafted that the Lord 
is gracious, as left no room, at preſent, for evil 
reaſonings, and intirely engroſſed his whole body 
and ſoul for God. The overflowings of his joy, 
correſponding in degree with his former forrow, 
rendered him happy beyond all deſcription. 

His happineſs received daily increale from the 
undoubted aſſurances which he continually re- 
ceived of the genuineneſs of his change, He 

roved his work, and had therefore rejoicing in 
bimſelf. He ſaw every riſing fun with renewed 
pos and the returning night with added 

rength: when he lay down, the banner over him 
was love; even while he ſlept his heart waked, 
and when he awoke he was ſtill with him! 

He obſerves, © The more I compare my expe. 
rience with the word of God, and with the expe- 
rience of his children, I am the more confirmed. 
that it is no deluſion, but a real work of God, a 
change wrought in my ſoul by the Spirit of God, 
through faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I am 
perſuaded however, that the natural ian, Ii Cor 
M. 14,) cannot receive the things of the Spirit of 
God. He has neither eyes to ſee, nor a heart to 
underſtand them, A ftranger doth not inter- 
meddle with his joy, It is the hidden Manna, and. 
the white Stone, and the new Name, of adoptioy, 
written thereon, Rev. ii. 17, which no man 


knoweth ſave he that receiveth it, Glory, glow 


be to God on high! 
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% Now did I find the yoke of Chriſt to be ealy 


indeed, and his burden light, His commandments 
were ſweet to my ſoul, {weeter even than honey 
to my tongue, It was my comfort all the day 
long to praiſe my Lord, and to walk in the ways 
which he ſet before me, He created me unto 
good works, and I cheerfully walked in them.“ 

The Love of God being thus ſhed abroad in his 
heart, enabled him to love his brother alſo, His 
foul was drawn out in good-will and tender aflec- 
tion to every creature: neighbours and ſtrangers, 
friends and enemies. wy could, faid he, un- 
feignedly love them that hated me, and ,pray for 
them that defpitefully uſed and perſecuted me!“ 
Thus truly evidencing himſelf, to be a child of his 
Father in heaven. 

But he did not ſtop here. His ſoul thirſted 
more and more for all the image of God, all the 
Mind that was in Chriſt Tefus, e followed after, 
and longed for, an entire renovation, a full union, 
and communion with the Lord Jelus, His one, 
cry was, „Make me holy, Fulfil in me all the 

ood pleaſure of thy goodneſs, and the work of 
aith with power,” For this he ſtruggled, and 
pleaded much with God. He truly agonized to 
enter in, often ſaying, in effect, 


« With me I know, I feel thou art; 
But this cannot ſufhce, 
Unleſs thou planteſt in my heart 
A conſtant paradiſe, 


My fluttering ſpirit fatigues my breaſt, 
And ſwells, and ſpreads abroad, 
And pants for everlaſting reſt, 
And ſtruggles into God,” 


This was early. his mark, and the glorious prize at 
which he aimed throughout the reſidue of his 
Chriſtian-race, His 
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His enjoyments were hitherto, with ſcarcely the 
ſmalleſt alloy, having had, not ſo much as a doubt 
concerning the reality of what had paſled in his 
ſoul, The fury of the oppreſſor was ſo reſtrained, 
and the light of divine truth ſo abode with him, 
that he continually ſet to his ſeal that God is Love, 
and taketh pleaſure in the proſperity of his 
children, All fear of death and hell is removed 
from him; neither had ſin any dominion over 
him. God, ſaid he, gave me the victory through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt!” 

„% Therefore did I know that I was a child of 
God, becauſe fin did not reign in my mortal body, 
that I ſhould obey it in the deſires thereof, If an 
evil thought was at any time injected, or the 
remains of the old man began to ſtir, I had im- 
mediate power to reſiſt and overcome them! 

© Tempted indeed I was; but in every tempta- 
tion there was a way made for my eſcape, When- 
ever the enemy came in upon me as a flood, Jeſus 
appointed r for walls and bulwarks around 

He lifted up a ſtandard againſt him, and 
fruitrated him in his councils; for greater is he that 
was in me, than he that 15 in the wil 4 | 

« I may ſay in few words, that the kingdom of 
God was within me, I fed upon marrow and fat- 
neſs, and with comfort drew water out of the 
wells of ſalvation. Sin, and temptation, and pain 
{led before the Lord Jeſus, who dwelt in my | 3 
by faith. I walked and talked with God all the day 
long, Whatſoever I believed to be his will, I did 
with my whole heart, Prayer, reading, faſting, 
watching, communicating, and Chriſtian-fellow- 
ſhip, were the joy of my ſoul. The command- 
ments of God, were my delight, I not only 
rejoiced ever more, but prayed without ceaſing, 
and in every thing gave thanks; whether I ate 
or drank, or whatever I did, it was in the name of 
the Lord Jeſus, and to the glory of God !" | 
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His Employment amongſt his Chriſtian Brethren, and 
the 1reatment he met with from the World, 


HE treaſure of light and love, which God 
had put into the ſoul of his ſervant, began 
now to ſhine clearly to others, They could ealily 


diſcern an amazing change in his very aſpect, as 


well as in his tempers, and conduct in general. The 
calm, and at the ſame time, divine cheerſulneſs 
and ſerenity of his ſoul, rendered him a deſirable 
as well as uſeful member of their religious meet. 
ings, And the loving zeal which he felt for pro- 
moting the glory of his dying God, prompted bim 
to exert himſelf, with much fervor, in the ſervice 
of hrs neighbour. 

Thus with a heart ſet on fire to pay, at leaf}, 
ſome {mall returns, for all that ocean of mercy, 
which he had experienced in himſelf, he fought 
opportunities, of imparting good to others; till it 
ſeemed good to thoſe who directed their religious 
exerciſes to appoint him Leader of a Claſs. 

This was the little office aſſigned him at preſent, 
in which “ My buſineſs, ſaid he, was, 1ſt. To ſee 
| each peiſoũ in my Claſs once a week, and if any 

were abſent, to enquire into the cauſe, 2. When- 

ever we met together to ling pſalms or hymns, 
and to pray with them. g. To examine how their 
ſouls proſpered, and what progrels they had made 
the Ae ge. week in the way of the Lord ?” 

Whether they were unanimoully determined to 
ſerve God with their whole heart? If any had 
fallen into fin, they were reproved ; if tempted, 
they were comforted and encouraged; and thoſe 
who ran well, were exhorted ſtill to preſs forward 
and give glory to God. 

But beſides this, he met with the whole Society 
two or three times a week, when, with praiſes 
and prayers, there was always a, word of ex- 
hortation. 

And, 
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And, O, adds he, how wonderfully did we 
experience the power, and love'of God, whenever 
we made prayer and ſupplication to him! we had 
a heaven amongſt us; a paradiſe within us! The 
Lord poured ſuch peace and joy into our hearts, 
that we often did not know how to part. We 
lived as brethren, and ſtrove together for the hope 
= of the goſpel. We were of one heart, and of one 
mind, in the preſence of God.” 

A Mean time, his hitherto undiſturbed repoſe, be. 
gan to be lorely aſſaulted, His relations now 
took a ſecond alarm. © They thought, ſaid he, that 
I was turned heretic K er.” To ſorſake the 
Church of Rome, and declare himſeif a member of 
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the Church of England, was bad enough; but to 
become a Methodiſt beſide! this they judged the 
very conſummation of apoſtaſy, and gave Fim up 
as undone for ever, And it was not only his kin- 
dred who ſo judged of him, “But, laid he, my 
neighbours in general were like-minded with my 
relations, and not only thoſe of the Church of 
Rome; but ſeveral likewiſe who called themſelves 
Proteſtants, They wete extremely angry that I 
Mould, as they called it, change my religion, 

& And now did 1 ſce; plainly, that perſons of 
every denomination, who are yet in their ſing, 
under the guilt and power of them, are at enmity 
againſt Chriſt, - And that Proteſtants, as well as 
Papiſts, have” naturally a ſpirit of calumny and 
perſecution.” Alas, names and opinions, what ar 
they? They do not, cannot alter the nature of 
men or things; and experience abundantly ſhews, 
how little influence my have over the tempers 
and lives of the. generality of mankind, „Re- 
formed and unreformed, ſaid he, I found to be juſt 
alike; and that many who ſpoke againſt the Pope 
and the Inquiſition were themſelves in reality ofthe 


ſameſpirit. 
40 


hen I was firſt converted, I had no notion 
that . could hate, and ſpeak evil of me, for 
fearing God, and working righteouſneſs, But 

D Experience 
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Experience has taught me otherwiſe, I ſoon 
found the truth of the Apoſtle's words, That 4% 
who will live godly in Epriſt Jeſus, Mall Juffer 
perſecution, 2 Tim, iii. 12, Relations, acquaintance, 
and neighbours; rich and poor, old and young, 
clergy and laity, were all againſt me, Some ſaid 
I was a hypocrite; others that I was mad; others, 
judging more favourably, that I was deceived, 
Many that before thought well; yea, highly of 
me, knew not how to harbour a good thought of 
me,” 

But when God ſpeaks powerfully to the heart, 
the ſentiments and words of men, be they never ſo 
flattering, cenſorious, or threatening, make but 
little impreſſion, He was therefore ſo far from 
being moved by this treatment, that it became to 
him, rather a confirmation of the doftrine of the 
Son of God, who ſays, expreſsly, Woe unto you, 
when all men ſhall ſpeak well of you ; and 2 are 
ye when men ſhall reuile you, and perſecute 255 and 
fall ſay all manner of evil of you falſely for my 
name's ſake. 

« Of a truth, the World lieth in the Wicked One. 
And they who are after the fleſh, will hate and 
perſecute them, that are after the Spirit, The 
devil hates Chriſt, and his children, It is the 
Spirit of Chriſt in his children, which that evil 
Spirit, in the Children of diſobedience, ſo violently 
oppoſes, The ſpirit of the world luſteth to envy, 
The devil envied Adam: ſo did Cain his brother 
Abe: and as it has been of old time, ſo is it at 
this day. Light can have no communion with dark- 
neſs, neither Chriſt with Belial. In this reſpe& 
there ts nothing new under the ſun ; but that whick 
hath been, ts the thing that 1s. The true worſhip- 

ers of God, under the Old Teſtament, and the 
3 diſciples of Chriſt, under the New, have 
been evil treated by thoſe * whom they 
lived. The oppoſition he met with, partly from 

thoſe of liis «wn houſehold, and partly from man 
others of different denominations, together 7 
at 
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that which he ſaw was made to the people called 
Methodifts in general then in Ireland, (their preach- 
ing-houſes burned, goods rifled, perſons perle— 
cuted, and even Scriptures profaned, by ballads 
in one hand, and the Bible in the other, ſinging 
profanely through the ſtreets among the baſer fort 
of people; prompted thereto, even by dignified 

rſons) gave occaſion to thele oblervations, Bat 
what inexpreſſible reaſon have the inhabitants of 
theſe nations o bleſs God that thoſe kinds of 
outrages are not authorized—and that our Govern» 
ment has ſo eſſectually provided againit injuring 
the innocent of every denomination ! 


CHAP, IX 


His Appointment to labour for the god of his Neigh- 
bour, in preaching the Goſpel, 


E had from his thorough awak ening, a love 
to, and a concern ſor the ſouls of others, 
which was quite new to him, The ſame cauſe 
which made him fo ſolicitous for his own ſal- 
vation, could hardly fail of producing in him a 
tender ſympathy for the ſouls of his neighbours; 
and the painful apprehentbons which he hadjof Ms 
own danger, impelled him to warn otheg alſo. 
The hand of God was no doubt in this, Well 
as in the whole ſeries of his precedin con- 
verſion, His unſearchable wiſdom had appointed 
him to become an Inſtrument of ſavin ſouls from 
endleſs miſery; having firſt prepared Fm for it, 
by the hell, and the heaven, ſo to ſpeak, of his 

own v0 $4 2mpu | 
Even before he had obtained mercy, he began 
to warn others; exhorting all with whom he had 
intercourſe, to flee from the wrath to rome, Thus 
as he obſerves, « WP I was in unbelief myſelf, 
2 


I ſome. 
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I ſometimes forgot my own condition through 
2 of ae, for the ſalvation of other 
ouls,” | 

Mean time it was frequently impreſſed upon his 
mind, „Thou ſhalt bear public teſtimony to the 
Truth of God,”* by openly declaring his loving- 
kindneſs, in the redemption of the world, But 
he often reſiſted the thought, urging the impoſ- 
ſibility thereof, from a variety of conſiderations, 
and laying in efle&t, Send by whom thou wilt fend : 
but ſend not me. 

Indeed, though he might have ever ſo much de- 
fired it, in ſubmiſſion to the will of God; never- 
theleſs, when the thought firſt preſented itſelf to 
him, being a conlcious unbeliever, he might 
liave juſtly ſaid, and it was the language of his 
heart, 


+ How ſhall I teach the world thy love? 
Unchanged my heart, unlooſed my tongue ? 
Give me the power of faith to prove, | 


And Jeſus ſhall be all my long,” 


It is indeed a poor caſe, when Miniſters preach 
Repentance, and Remiſſion of Sins, through Faith 
in the Lord Jefus Chriſt, and cannot experimen- 
tally ſay of themſelves, We are witneſſes of theſe 
things, | 

———— by theſe kinds of conſiderations, he 
could not, while he remained himſelf under the 
bondage of unbelief, think of publiſhing peace and 
liberty to others. But the caſe was altered, after 
he had taſted that the Lord is gracious, He was 
then drawn out more abundantly with love to 
ſouls, and his convictions became {till ſtronger, 
that he muſt preach Chrilt Jelus to the people, 


* Is this kind of impulfe, or any thing reſembling it, what 
our Church means in her ſolemn form of Ordination, by that 
weighty queſtion (O that it were duly attended to!) to all her 
Candidates for holy Orders - Do you trult you are inwardly 
moved by the Holy Gholt to take the office upon you?“ 


This 


— 
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This put him upon earneſt prayer, and frequent 
faſtings, to know aſſuredly the Will of God, in a 
matter he judged of ſo great moment. I pro- 
trated myſelf before the Lord, ſaid he, and in- 
treated him, to ſhew me his pleaſure herein; to 
convince me by his holy Spirit, whether the 
thoughts of my heart were according to his holy 
will, and whether I ought to ſpeak in his Name; 
or if I was under N to ſhew me this alſo, 
and deliver me from it, I could appeal to the 
Searcher of Hearts, that I defired only to glorify 
him, and to do his will in all things,” He con- 
ducted himſelf in it with all poſſible ſecteſy; being 
even then perſuaded, that the affairs of Ged are to 
be carried on without noiſe; and that no oftenta- 
tion ſhould be uſed even in forſaking all to ſerve 
Chriſt, And yet, to ſee him employed always for 
God, ſpending his time only in — writing, 
exhorting others, and in profound meditation, it 
was ealy to imagine that he projetted ſomething. 
for God's glory, more than could be executed in 
rivate ; or, at leaſt, that God meant it concerning 


. 


im. 
He ſtill kept the affair within his own breaſt, till 
from ſome words he occaſionally dropped amon 
his brethren, one of them gathered, that he had 
thoughts of that kind, At length it became 
matter of earneſt prayer, among the moſt ſerious 
of his chiiſtian acquaintance, with whom, after- 
wards, he held frequent converlations on the 
head; being fearful of taking one ſtep in a matter 
of ſo great importance, without the cleareſt inti- 
mations of the divine pleaſure. 

He had a weighty ſenſe of the greatneſs, and 
awfulneſs of the work, and wanted not his diſcou- 
ragements from many a quarter, ſuch, as had he 
conferred only with fle and blood, would have 
entirely deterred him from ever attempting it. 
His want of academical education, he knew would 
expole him to the cenſure of many; and he well 
knew, that to engage - faving ſouls from death, 

Wab 
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was to commence war with Satan, and all the ſong i 
of diſobedience; neverthelels, being fully per- 
ſuaded of the Will of God, and not knowing how | 
ſoon he might be in another world, the great 
concernment of miſerable ſouls, prevailed with! 
him, at length, to engage in it: concluding, that if 
but one or two perſons, might by his means be 
won to God, it would fully recompenſe any 
treatment he might meet with in the world, He | 
was fully diſpoſed to ſacrifice his reputation, as 
well as life, to advance the kingdom of God, 
He judged that the knowledge of languages, and | 
other henneked of human literature, are highly ex, 
edient, and in ſome caſes neceſſary; But that 
owever, they are not abſolutely ſo, in order to 
ualify a man for preaching the goſpel, He knew 
that he might underſtand ſound Doftrine, without 
the IP of either Latin, Greek, or Hebrew. 
He nevertheleſs, at no time {poke diſreſpectfully of 
learning: quite the contrary; but yet perceived 
with adoration and amazement, the ſignification of 
St. Paul's words, with reference to the divine 
oeconomy, in the management of the affairs of his 
kingdom: After that in the Wiſdom of God; ac- 
cording to his wile diſpoſals, leaving them to 
make the trial, the world, whether Jewiſh or Gen- 
tile, by all their boaſted wi/dom knew not God, is 
pleaſed God by the feet fonefs of preaching to ſave 
them that believe, 1 Cor, 1, 21. 

He well knew by this time, that it is the inſpira- 
tion of the Almighty, that giveth heavenly under- 
ſtanding: that the moſt ſhining abilities, natural 

or acquired, without the wiſdom that is from above, 
* and the anointing of the Holy Ghoſt, are, in 
reſpect of bringing ſons to glory, lighter than vanity. 
In fat, that the learning of this world, uſed 
otherwiſe, than in lubſervience to the true intereſts MR 
of jeſus Chriſt, in teaching, and vindicating ſim- 
plicity, and purity of heart, and ſubjection in life 
to him, rather feeds the pride of human under- 
Randing, and makes a perſon more like Satan tap 
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* k he would be without it, But that rightly uſed, it is 
a3 ? a good gift of God, and greatly conducive to his 
. lory. 
at by — AP from his earlieſt days, it cannot be 
h 4 learned that he negletted any means which was in 
it nis power, for cultivating his underſtanding, But 
e | he now fe himſelf to this point; impelled as it 
a were thereto, from his ſtill being more abundantly 
0 reſſed in ſpirit, concerning the matter which he 
IS [ad lo long in debate with himſelf; but which was 
made now, every day, more plain to him, He 
d 1 therefore applicd with all diligence to what he 
* judged the moſt ſuitable ſtudics; in which he ſpent 
x the greateſt part of his waking hours. Ihe word of 
o i life had however, the chief ſhare of his attention. 
W | le made this his one, favourite ſtudy and delight, 
t BY from this time eſpecially, till he could work no 
7 longer. 
4 He read it much upon his knees, in the ſpirit of 


prayer. The following is a ſpecimen of his con- 
tinued practice: Lord Jeſus, I lay my loul at thy 
teet to be taught and governed by thee, Take 
the Veil from the Myſtery, and ſhew me the Truth 
as it 1s in thyſelf, Be thou my Sun and Star, by 
day and by night!” This was the way in which he 
lought for wildom to win ſouls, and by which his 
profiting ſo viſibly appeared to all men, | 
His increaſing knowledge in the things of God, 
was an additional confirmation to him, of the 
divine appointment concerning him. The hidden 
trealures, and depth of truth in God's word; his 
myſterious wiſdom in the methods of ſalvation, 
were every day, more and more clearly revealed 
to him, The ſealed Book was now opened, and 
thereby through the aſliſtance of the Spirit of Truth, 
his judgments grew clearer, and ſtronger, in the 
fundamental doctrines of Repentance, and Juſtifi- 
cation, and Holineſs. He profelles that, if at any 
time he was in doubt concerning any point of 
dottrine, or the ſenſe of any paſſage of Scripture, 
his divine Inſtructor convinced him, That either 
* 
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it was not needful for him to know it then; or if 
it was, diretted him, either immediately by himſelf, 
through ſome divine impreſſion, or the providen- 
tial proviſion of ſome perſon or book, whereby his 
dowbts were always ſolved, 

The concern which he felt for the ſalvation of 
his neighbor {till increaled upon him, and a 
burning deſire that everv body might be as happ 
in the Lord Jeſus, as he felt himſelf, engrol5ed ol 

- his thoughts, and employed them about the moſt 
robable means of eff-tting his defire, The 
Ppirit of God, fuid he, now convinced me clearly, 
not only of fin and of righteouſneſs in my own 
ſoul, but likewiſe how the work of convetlion is 
to be carried on in the fouls of others, I was 
athirſt for divine k:owle:lge, 1 defired to be 
ever in the ſchool of Chriſt, learning the leſſons of 
his grace, The glory of the Lord often paſſed 
before me in prayer, and the light of eternit 
* ſhone upon my ſoul, while my Lord fed me as with 
marrow and fatneſs. : 

What he had done hitherto, with reference to the 
converſion of fouls, was only as occaſions offered, 
The peace, and perfettion of his ow 1 ſoul, b-ingthe F 
main objett of his concern, till F:uvidence, having 
debaned him for the miniſtry of the goſpel, put 
him upon other, and more extenſive mealures for 
promoting the kingdom of Chriſt. 

He began to conlider more nearly, that ſouls 
having coſt our Saviour ſo dear, nothing could be 
done more acceptable to him than to prevent their 
loſs; and that the glory of God's Majeſty, did 
moſt ſhine in the ſalvation of ſinners, purchaſed 
with the blood of his Son. Theſe, and luch like " 
conſiderations kindled in him ſuch love to all 
mankind, that he could no longer refrain from 
exhorting, firſt his chriſtian brethren, to devote 
their hearts without referve to Gol; and then 
every ſoul with whom he had any ſort of inter- 
courſe. His heart bled for poor, careleſs finners 

againſt God, and their own fouls, The word > oh 
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8s writc to him afterwards, 
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the Lord was in him, ſo that he could not but 
ſpeak, He knew not how to ſorbear publiſhing 
as on the houle-top that infinite love which dealt 
lo graciouſly with himſelf, It is enough (as his 
conduct ſpoke) that I ſerve our Lord: all hearts 
mult love him, and all tongues muſt praiſe him! 

God touched his heart in ſuch a manner as to 
leave no doubt whether this appointment of him 
was from heaven; and the concurrence of outward 
providences ſo confirmed his perſuaſion, that he 
could not refuſe to comply. Thus, ſreed from all 
farther wavering, he became confirmed in ig 
upon that employment, (though exempt from eaſe 
and honour; expoled to contempt ; and irkſome 
to fleſh and blood,) which he verily helieved, he 
would wiſh he had done at the hour of death, and 
in the day of judgment, 

Deſirous therefore of a more enlarged ſphere to 
exerciſe his Lord's talent, he perſued the following 
meaſures. * I opened, ſaid he, my mind to that 
man of God, the Rev. Mr, John IWefley, I ſpoke 
my thoughts ſreely, and without diſguiſe, defirin 
his advice on the occaſian; which he {weetly — 
humbly gave me: an withal, That I might 

did fo, giving him a 
brief account of my converſion to God, and of 
what I experienced in my foul concerning 
preaching,” His Anſwer was as follows, 


My dear Brother, 


„It is hard to judge what God has called you 
to, till trial is made, Therefore when you have an 
opportunity, you may go to $hronil, and ſpend two 
or three days, with the people there, Speak to them 
in Iriſh,” 

 Shront! is a village in the county of Tipporary, 

diſtant from the place he then reſided at { News 

Market) about thirty Engliſh miles. The inhabi- 
tants, many of whom were Proteſtant - Diſlenter 

kad ſometime before gladly received the word of 
Go 


— 


46 THE LIFE AND DEATH 


God from the Methodiſts, Thither he went, 
accompanied by ons of his own brothers, and 
another of his chriſtian brethren; having been 
commended to the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by the earneſt prayers of ſeveral of the children 
of God. We walked it, ſaid he, and gave 
ourſelves to prayer, converling of the things of 
the kingdom of heaven, and exhorting thoſe we 
met with in the way to fear the Lord, and depart 
from evil,” 

They arrived there the next day, which was in 
July 1750, The brethren received them kindly 
in the Lord, though they were unknown to them 
by face. And having had knowledge of his 
errand, and informed their neighbours, there were 
aſſembled in the evening in a large barn, a conh- 
derable congregation, to whom, for the firſt time 
he preached the word of God, chooſing for his firſt 
text, the words of St. Paul, heh at we conclude 
that a man is juſtified by faith without the deeds of 
the law, | 

He did ſo again the next morning, on Being juf- 
tified by Faith, we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, Rom, v. 1. And in like manner, 
morning and eyening, during the few days he 
ſtayed among them. 

Ard the Lord bore teſtimony to the word of his 
grace, Foralthough ſome, (as has always been the 
caſe,) contradicted and mocked, yet others were 
deeply affected, and ſome were turned to the Lord, 
& So gracious was God, as he adds, to own the 
labour of his poor creature, and to bleſs the word 
of his weakeſt and meaneſt meſſenger. Not unto 
me, but unto thy Name be the glory! O God, 
thou haſt done the work, thou didſt give the 
word, and didſt apply it; for thou only canſt turn 
the hearts of the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the 
juſt, O my God, ſtand by me ſtill: and as 
hitherto thou haſt helped me, never leave nor 
forſake me. But keep my ſoul in peace, and give 
me a humble, and a meek ſpirit, Let me labour 

diligently 
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diligently in thy vineyard, and ſpend my life and 
ſtrength in the labour of love. Amen, Lord. 


9 

a Jeſus!“ | 

n Thus have we ſeen him from his youth, 
bs through the various ſtages of the travel of his ſoul, 
n till his heart being ſet at liberty, by the Son of 
e God, he began to run the ways of his command- 
f ments with great joy; and to 232 the Voice of 
e Wiſdom to all around him, It remains, to give 
rt ſome account of his labours, various trials, and 


ſucceſs in the Lord's work, together with the 
n general tenor of his life, till God was pleaſed to 
y call him hence. N 
n | 
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GH AFI. 
Of his entire Application to Preaching the Goſpel, 


T being now, no longer matter of doubt, what 
the will of God concerning him was, he ſet out 
with a reſolution to give himleif up wholly to the 
dictates of the Holy Ghoſt, and to be ready to go 
What way ſocver the Voice of Heaven ſhould call 
him to, And that his underſtanding might not be 
diſſipated, and ſcattered upon divers objects, and 
ſo have leſs force to enter deep into the things of 
God, he began his work with applying himſelf 
altogether to the ſtudy of the holy ——— and 
to prayer, And the proficiency, which by thoſe 
means he made daily, quickly appeared. Ile truly 
laboured in the Word, and lith. ully enforced the 
Truths he learned therefrom, IIis ſoul became 


ſtrangely 
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ſtrangely enlarged in labouring for the ſalvation of 
his neighbour; while he imparted to them 
abundantly, what God lad lo richly, and ſo freely 
beſtowed upon him, 

The words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt were in 

eneral exceeding precious to him; and from his 

Gift acquaintance with them, were his whole 
delight and his counſellors, The whole of his 
following conduct, leemed influenced by thoſe 
words of Chriſt, (applicable to all real chriſtians, 
Ye are the ſalt of the earth. Ye are the light 0 
the world. A city ſet upon a hill, 

And now, the divine Providence concurring 
with his inclination, made his way clear, to put 
o into exccution what he had ſo long been delibe- 

rating on, Conferring therefore no longer with 
Fleſh and Blood, and reſolving to deny himſelf, 

and take up his croſs and follow Jeſus, he bid 

farewel to his kindred, and acquaintance, and 

went out into the wide world, entirely unanxious 
about what he ſhould eat, or what he ſhould 
drink, or wherewithal he ſhould be clothed, 
This was about the latter end of Auguſt, 1750, 
hen going from the place of his nativity to 
$ Limerick, he had daily opportunity of publiſhing 
hoſe glad tidings, which he firſt heard in that 
ity, and which became the power of God to his 
alvation. At fuſt, he commonly expounded the 
xcriptures every morning, And after a little 
vhile both evening and morning exhorted and 
;elought multitud 's, who attended his diſcourſes, 
o ſeek the Lord while he might be found. 
And it pleaſed God immediately to bear teſti. 
nony to the word of his grace, Several perſons 
ho heard him, and who till then had been 
tterly unconcerned, became lcriouſly concerned 
'r their ſalvation; while, in the meantime, 
thers, who having been deeply diſtreſſed with the 
uilt of fin, and fear of puniſhment, felt his word 
ringing peace to their fouls, | 
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He was about this time called to bear reproach 
for his work's ſake: the minds of ſome perſons 
became evily affected towards him, The intereſts 
of the god of this world, had already ſuffered lols by 
his zeal, and unwearied diligence in promoting the 
kingdom of Jelus Chriſt; and they were in danger 
of ſuffering yet more, Satan therefore muſtered 
up his forces, (which God permitted for wile 
ends) and by every means endeavoured to prevent 
the fruit of his labours. 

His unpoliſhed youth; his roughneſs both of 
addreis and dialect, owing partly to his natural tem- 
per. partly to his having been brought up much in 
the country, and partly to his having been for- 
metly of the Church of Rome;* but more than 
all, his being a native of that neighbourhood 
gave ſome perſons occalion for being deeply 
oflended at him, who expretled it by their unkind, - 
and uncivil treatment of him, x 

But as he {ought not his own things, neither 
ſtrove to plcale wen, having in view only the 
glory of Cod, and the good of ſouls, this did 
not in the lcalt damp his fervour, or retard his 
progreſs, As he ſaw daily the fruit of his labours, 
lo he wes not to be hindered, or diſcouraged by 
any treatment of himfelf; rather he rejoiced in 
Contempt lor his Maſter's fake, and could feelingly 


{a Y 7 


Po 


Now, ſince with thee my let is caſt, 
I blels my God's dec1ee: 

Embrace with joy what he embraced, 
And live and dic with thee, 


* Therc is in ſome parts of Ircland a very remarkable differ- 
ence between the Dialett of the Proteſtants, and Romaniſts, even 
of the ſame County o Pariſh. What is called the Brogue, in its 
exceſs is a fort of Site, for the latter; and among the 
younger ſort of Proteſtants eſpecially, a term of reproach. I 
remember it was a very common objection to him, when he 
preached firſt in the town of my nativity. 


He 
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He had put his hand to the plough, and having 
counted the coſt, ſettled it in his heart not to look 
back. He waxed ſtill ſtronger, and grew every 
day more mighty in the Scriptures, and in con- 
formity to our Lord, as well as more inſtrumental 
in bringing others acquainted with the only true 
God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 

There are many inſtances of the good effetts of 
theſe his firſt labours. It plainly appeared that the 
word of God in his mouth was attended with the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt, It was not an uncom- 
mon caſe for perſons to be ſo penetrated by his dif- 
courſes, as even to reſolve not to leave the place, 
till they ſhould find reſt to their heavy-laden ſouls, 
And the inſtances were not a few, to whom the 
God of Love condeſcended even in this particular, 
by ſending then the Spirit of Adoption into their 
hearts, teftifying.thy fins are forgiven ; and enabling 
them to cry Ala, Father, 

His time was now wholly taken up in ſearching, 
expounding, and enforcing the Scriptures, in pray- 
er, viſiting the ſick, and whatſoever other par- 
ticular employments 8 = relation to his one 

urpoſe of ſpending, and being ſpent in the ſer— 
Hiecof his Le And havin Veen thus em- 
ployed at Limerick for ſome time, it was judged ex- 
pedient that he ſhould go and preach the goſpel in 
Leinſter and Connaught alſo, 

His way into thoſe parts had, in ſome degree, 
been prepared before him: many having received 
that goſpel, which he preached from others of his 
brethren, He followed them flaming with deſite 
for the ſalvation of ſouls, and with zeal for the 
glory of his Maſter, | 

His labours now were greater than any he had 
hitherto known; for belide preaching always 
twice, (unleſs when ſickneſs prevented) and ſume- 
times thrice a day, he often travelled many miles 
between, But it was rendered pleaſant to him, 
doing it heartily as to the Lord. Where love 8 
there is no labour, For awhile, all his attempts 


2 ſucceeded, 
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ſucceeded, and his endeavours were crowned with 
much ſucceſs, Multitudes of people of all deno- 
minations attended his preaching wherever he 
came ; ſo that in a little time he was generally 
known all around the country. 

Now therefore did the god of this world fo lir 
up his emiſlaries, that no lee than the taking away 
his life was deſigned, He has been ſometimes 
way-laid in his journey, and cſcaped their hands, 
only by remarkable interpolitions of divine Pro- 
vidence, It may be tedious to enumerate all the 
inſtances, The following 1 ſet down abridged 
from his journal, 

„„ Thurlday, Jan. 4, 1730. With much weak- 
nels of body, I preached this morning, and foor. 
after let out for N. About a mile from the 
town, I met a large company, armed with clubs, 
Seventy cight men were {worn upon the occaſion, 
At the firſt toght of them, I was a little daunted ; 
but I prayed to the Lord for direttion, and was 
{trengthened, They compelled me to alight, ſay- 
ing, they would bring a Miniſter of the Church 
of England, and a Romiſh Prieſt to talk with me, 
I let them know I contended with no man con» 
cerning opinions, nor preached againſt any par- 
ticular church, but againſt hn and wickedneſs in 
all, I ſaid, ſuppoſing three perſons among you of 
different denominations ; it may be-a Churchman, 
a Quaker, and Papiſt, fitting 3 and drinking 
to excels, begin to diſpute, each allirming, that 
his was the beſt religion: where is the religion of 
all theſe men? Surcly they are without any, un. 
leſs it be that of Belial, They are of their father 
the devil, while his works they do. And if they 
live and die in this condition, Hell muſt be their 
eternal portion. This they could not gainfay, 

„After ſome further diſcourſe on the deſign of 
my coming to preach the goſpel to them, and ap- 

ealing to themſelves concerning the neceſſity of 
1, their tage ſeemed a liitle abated, They then told 
me they would let me go on condition that I 
would 
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would (ſwear never more to come to Roſorra, But 
when I refulutely refuſed this, they contulted on 
rougher meaſures; and aftcr much debate, were 
determined to put me nt well, which they had 
mepared for that purpole, They hurried me away 
into the town, where I was ſurrounded, as by fo 
many human wolves, They hell a conflultation 
again, and relolved either to make me (wear, that 
] would never more come thither, or elle 0 put 
me into the well, But I refuifcd euher to (wear 
or promile, Some then cried vehemently that 1 
ſhould go into the water, but others contrad:itted, 
and as politiveiy laid 1 ſhould not, 

« After ſome time, the pariſh Miniſter came, 
who behaved well, and delived 1 might be ict at 
liberty, They conlented, provided I would go 
out of town immediately. From an inn, where 
they confined me, they broaght me out into the 
ſtreet, and it being market-day, | beam to preach 
to the people, But taking me by the back, they 
hurried me before them ont of thwn, At length 
I got on horſeback, and taking olt mv hat, I prayed 
for them lome Conlideranle time. 1 then called 
upon them in the name of God, for Chriſt's ſake, 
to repent; and told them, az to myſelf, in the 
cauſe of God, 1 feared nevier devils nor men: 
that to do their fouls good was my ſole motive of 
coming among/ithem, and that it God permitted 
they might put me into the well, or even ſtone 
me; that be it how it would, I was content, 

© I came off from them at length in peace of 
conſcience, and lerenity of mind, From the firſt 
of it to the laſt, I was not the leaſt diſturbed, nor 
ſtirred in anger, or malice towards them. 0 God, 
it is Thou alone that haſt wrought this deliverance 
for me, in reſtraining the malice of men and de- 
vils, not ſuffering them to hurt me, when they 
role up againſt me, "Therefore with angels, and 
archangels, I laud and magnify thy holy name; 
thy tender mercy and paternal aflection towards 
me, O holy Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt,” 
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His labours in that place were not, however, in 
vain; there appeared foie fruit to the glory of 
God, He had been there both before this, and 
likewiſe alterwards; by which means, there were 
gathered together a few who departed from evil, 
and met frequently together to ſtrengthen each 
others hands in God, 

He abode in thoſe parts for ſome months, and 
went through much, Ca evil and good report; 
while going about daily, he endeavoured by all 
means the converhon of their louls, He often 
wanted proper neceſl.rics for his body, now every 
day impaired in its health, through the greatneſs 
of his ſatigues, But this by no means dampt the 
lIervor of his ſpirit, or the concern which he felt 
for periſhing inneres, great numbers of whom were 
2 to his view wherever he came. A deſire 
of being inſtrumental towards opening their eyes, 
and turning them to God, brought him amongſt 
them; nor could any perſonal inconveniences al- 
ter his purpoſe, till Providence direfted his way 
ellewhcic, 


»„— 


SHA I: 


Some farther Account of the Troubles he met with on 
Account of preaching the Goſpel, 


UR Saviour ſaid of His kingdom, if it were 
() of this world, then would my ſervants hght, 
that 1 ſhould not be delivered up, Satan, on the 
contrary, is a prince, and the god of thts world, 
And how numerous % his pour vallals! when, 
therefore, his ſervants (cicelve then matter's king- 
dom in danger, they do hyht, left ut ſhould be tub 
jetted to its rightful Lo, : 

And this ſeems to be the true reaſon of all that 
oppoſition, which the goſpel of Clhuiſt has met 
with, ever lince its firſt cltabliſhment, That this 
did not cœale with the Heathen perſecutions, hile 

tory 
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n | tory abundantly teſtifies, As it was of old time, 
f ſo has it been ever fince, He that was born after 
d the fleſh, perſecuted him that was born after the ſpirit, 
e i He that departeth from evil, maketh , a oo” 
I, And all that will live godly in C efus, hal fof 
I fer perſec ulion,* more or ans of one kind or other, 
Every lon of dilobedience, whole ruler, the prince 
4 8 of the power of the air is, always has been, and 
; i ever will be, an enemy to the Seed of the woman, 
1 and the propagation of his Kingdom, Chriſt ex- 
n | preſsly lays of his real diſciples, Ye are not of this 
y world, if ye were, the world would love its own ; but 
s becauſe ye are not of this world, (your maxim, tem- 
© pers, and attions, are quite oppolite to theirs) 
lt therefore the world hateth you, 
0 Ihe following inſtance, (which was the occa- 
ce BS bon of my fiſt knowledge of him) happened in 
8, the town of my nativity, in the county, and about 
1 twenty miles from the city of Cork, 
l- At the repeated requeſt of lome of the inha- 
y þ bitants, he. went thither accompanied by a few 


friends hom the town of Bandon, June 11, 1752, 
The magiſtrate, who was aH Rettor of the pariſh, 
8 the Rev, Mr, W. E. was applied to for the ule of 
the Market-Houle to wah, in; which, aſter he 
had refuſed, it was propoled, that he ſhould preach 
n at a fimall diſtance from the town. Thither he 
went accompanied by multitudes, to whom, under 
the pag of the out-lpread hrmament, near a 


e ſpacious ftrand, and ſhaded by a ſpreading tree, he 
t, atlettionately declared the golpel of the grace of 
1C God. 
J. By the time he had got to the place appointed, 
n, the Magiſtrate had fent his Serzeants to nbi him 
preaching, “ But being (% vic his own words) 
4 of the opinion, that on this occalion it was better 
to ohey Bod rather than man,“ he ſtept up upon 
at a table prepared for that purpoſe, and immediatel 
et opening his Bible, read to them, Job xxl. g, Sup. 
is f 


® Gal, iv. g. Ile. U. 1) a lun. wi, 294 


fer 
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fer me that I may ſpeak, and after that I have ſpoken, 
mock on. The ſingularity of the text ſo excited 
the attention of the Serjeanis, that they permitted 
him to huiſh quietly, themielves attending all the 
while, 

From this paſſage he took occaſion to preach 
Jeſus and him crucified, and endeavoured to ſet 

- him forth evidently as crucihed before our eyes. 
The word was truly with power. Several faces 
turned pale, and were wet with tears, while he 
urged it home upon the conſcience, that our fins 
wete the cauſe of His death, the betrayers and 
murderers of the Son of God, | 

On his return into the town, he was ſeized by 
the Officers, and brought before the Magiſtrate, 
followed by an aſtoniſhed multitude. Being aſked 
many and various queſtions concerning this way, 
he anſwered fully, and without fear. The con- 
verſation laſted near an hour, in which he largely 
explained himſelf, giving the reaſons of his con- 
duct; and alledging in its behalf, precedents both 
from ſcripture and from antiquity, 

But Mr. Ellis having predetermined what he 
would do, was not to be moved by arguments, 
He therefore let him know, that unleſs he would 

romile to preach no more in this way, at leaſt not 
in thoſe parts, he ſhould be committed to priſon 
without delay. He replied, “ That as he had been 
ſo carneſtly importuned to come there, he could 
not in conſcience, promiſe not to come ;” and 
aſked, Are there no ſwearers, drunkards, ſab- 
bath-breakers, and the like, in theſe parts?“ Be- 
ing an{wered, © There are;“ he added, that if 
after he had preached there a few times, there ap- 
peared to be no reformation amongſt them, he 
would never come more, But this not being re— 
garded, he was ordered to priſon. He went thi- 
ther with all readineſs, and eſteemed it matter of 
thankſgiving, that his Lord counted him worthy 
to ſuffer reproach for His name's-lake, 
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Several perſons accompanied him into the pri- 
fon, where, during the whole time, he, with his 
friends, ſang prailes to God, and exhorted the peo- 
ple. The ſtreet was crowded, ſome ſaying one 
thing, and ſome another; in | charac, however, 
they were 5 Se at his confinement; and al- 
molt the whole town ſeemed concerned in his be- 
half, He ſtill (as far as his voice would reach) 
preached to them through the window, 

The inhabitants ſhewed the utmoſt civility to- 
wards him ; and not knowing how long he might 
be confined there, they proviged bedding and 
proviſion for him and his companions, But it 
was not long before the Magiſtrate ſent orders to 
letkim go. Coming out, and ſeeing ſuch a num- 
ber of people, he would fain, weak and fatigued 
as he was, have preached to them, but was dif- 
ſuaded by his friends, He then went to a private 
room, and exhorted till ten o'clock, as many as 
came to him, which were not a few, g 

He went thither twice afterwards, and though 
ſtill wich much contradiction, preached to them 
that goſpel which is the power of God unto ſat- 
vation. His endeavours were not all loſt. There 
are to this hour ſome of the fruit of his labours in 
that place; perſons to whom, becauſe of the bleſ- 
fing which God made him to their ſouls, his me- 
mory will, be for ever precious, 

The following inſtance happened in the North 
of Ireland, ſome conſiderable time after the pre- 
ceding, at a place called New Town, whither he 
went on the Lord's-day. | 

At the deſire of ſeveral perſons, he intended to 
have preached in a place called the Church Green, 
where were aſſembled a large company to hear 
him. But while his hands were lifted up in prayer, 
there came one Mr, Mortimer, a Preſbyterian, 
and with him ſeveral hundred perſons, and taking 
hold of him by the breaſt, pulled him with vio— 
lence to the ground, They hauled him through 
the mob, Sf had well nigh choaked him, when 

one: 
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one Mr, Biers freed him ſrom the hands of him! 


who held him; for which, he was ſoon ſtruck t9 
the ground himſelf, 

Being got free, it grieved him exceedingly, to 
| ſee ſuch a willing multitude diſappointed, and 

being importuned thereto, by ſome who earneſtly 
defied to hear the word, he went to a place at 
lome diſfance from the former, But here, like. 
wiſe, by the time he had begun, the ſame perſons 
purſued him; perceiving therefore that it was vain 
to attempt preaching, in the midſt of ſuch dil- 
turbance, he retired to a little houſe in a garden, 
at ſome ſmall diſtance, But neither here could he 
be at reſt; the mob followed, and to avoid their 
ſu: , 8 obliged lo wade through wet mea- 
dows, and then climb over the mountains, till 
„wet and weary, we (he had one perſon with 
him) came to the houſe of one Mr, Ambey, who 
ſupplied us with all we wanted,” His tender, 


broken conſtitution could not, however, endurc 


this fatigue, without feeling its effects. He was 
obliged therefore, in a few days, to take to his bed, 
where a fever confined him for ſome time, 

It need not be diſſembled, that the authors of 
this outrage towards a ſlranger, never there be- 
fore, and chargeable with no crime, ſave that of 
endeavouring, dilintereſtedly to ſave ſouls from 
death, were a company of Preſbyterians, (as are a 
Principal pant of the inhabitants of the North of 
Ireland. T But alas! what are names? „Liberty 
of conſcience, and right of private judgment,” 
are indeed good and ſpecious words, But how re- 
concileable they are to ſuch condutt as this, let all 
the world judge. He proſeſſes, that in all his 
journeyings and intercourſe among people of molt 
denominations, in the courſe of his employments 
for God, he had met with no luch treatment: no; 
not among the moſt enraged of the Romanilts 
themſelves, 

The ſtate of his heart, to which he conſtantly 


attended, he expreſſes thus: “ In the midſt of - 
auh 
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|, my mind was calm, I had no remarkable con- 
lation, or fear, or ſorrow, I prayed for them, 
1d do {till pray God to forgive them, and not lay 
his fin to their jan, ak 

I paſs over a number of other inſtances of the 
)ppoſition he met with in the exerciſe of his 
alling, of a private as well as public nature; and 
nly mention thele, as a ſpecimen of the malice 
{hich Satan bears to God's kingdom and lervants 
n general, 


CHAP, III. 


4 ſhort Account of the Endeavours of the . Romiſh 
Clergy to prevent his Uſefulneſs among their People. 
The Means he made uſe of to inftrutt them, and 
the Succeſs which he met with therein, 


Otwithſtanding the ſtrict laws which are in 
force, to prevent the propagation of Popery 

in theſe kingdoms, and/to reſtrain the attempts of 
Romiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits; ® it is no lecret, that 
both in Ireland and England, their endeavours are 


as unwearied as ever, They compals ſea and land, 


all round the globe, and hardly flick at any thing 
that may contribute towards their making pro— 
ſelytes. | | 

The endeavours of this ſervant of Chriſt, to 
convert to Him members of that communion, 
ſtirred up their Clergy againſt him wherever he 
came, THis name was well known in all their 
churches; and in whatloever place there ap- 
peared but a probability of his coming, the 


* In the reig:1s of King Ham and Queen Mary, there were 
ſeveral acts of parhament made for checking the growth of 
Popery in Ireland: one of which made proviton, that after the 
death of the then Popiſn Clergy, there never ſhould be an Fre 
cleſiaſtic of that religion in the nation. Aud thele laws are yet 
Randing in the ſtatute books of that Kingdom, Yet, ut flill 
[warms more and more with Fopilh Prictts and Friars, 


Priclhs 
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Prieſts took care to render him as obnoxious to 
the people as they poſſibly could ; inſomuch that 
they ſtuck at nothing, tho' never fo falſe, to com- 

als their end, They however carefully avoided 
Fs having opportunity to talk with themſelves, 
I do not find, that from the time of his leavin 
their communion, he had ever any ſettled, E. ee. 
interviews with them, altho' for the ſake of their 
poor, ignorant people, for whom he had the ten- 
dereſt compaſſion, he has frequently deſired it; 
ſometimes even in public. One occaſional conver- 
ſation only, with one of their Prieſts, on board a 
ſhip, in a paſſage from England to Dublin, he relates 
as Fuse We dilcourſed on the following par- 
ticulars. 1. Concerning the Pope's Infallibility, 
2, Tranſubſtantiation. g. Invocation of Saints, 
4. Purgatory. But he could not withſtand the 
force of plain Scripture, and therefore withdrew, 
The company were greatly pleaſed to find how 
little the Romiſh Clergy have to ſay for them- 
ſelves, when oppoſed by arguments taken from 
Scripture and Reaſon.” 

In one place, Clonmel) the Prieſt informed his 
congregation, (to ſuch low ſhifts were they driven) 
and induſtriouſly ſpread abroad, * that he had been 
a ſervant boy to a certain Prieſt, and that having 
ſtolen his Maſter's books, he learned to preach by 
that means.” 

The conduct of another of them at Cork, was ſtill 
more extraordinary, There was in that place a 
vaſt reſort of Catholics (ſo called) to his ſermons, 
which were often under the open firmament, as 
well as daily within doors, both in Iriſh and En- 
gliſh; and among the Romaniſts, who were happily 
ſtirred up thereby to a concern 'for their ſalvation, 
there was an elderly woman who had been in ſome 
religious office among them, She entirely forſook 
their communion, conſtantly attended his ſermons, 
and thence forward received the Lord's Supper in 
the Church of England. | 


The 
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The Romiſh Prieſts were ſtrangely irritated, 
and laboured vehemently to ſtop the growing evil; 
to which end, one of them afhrmed to the people, 
that, © As to that Hai, who had ſome time be- 
fore turned Heretic, and went about preaching, he 
had been dead long ago; and that he who then 
preached in this manner, was the devil in his 


ſhape.” | 

But their endeavours proved in great meaſure 
ineffectual; for however a few perſons, who cared 
but little about the matter, might receive ill im- 

reſſions from ſuch malicious inſinuations; yet 
ſeveral of their communion in many places heard 
him gladly, and would not be hindered therefrom, 
by any means, His labours, and pravers, and 
tears for their poor ſtraying ſouls, had, on many, 
the deſired effect; being thereby not only reformed 
from Popery, but really converted to God. 

Of the common natives of Ireland, it has been 
frequently obſerved, that of all the natives of the 
globe, there are none who exceed them ſor hol- 
pitality, good-nature, and luſceptibility of religious 
impreſſions, It might well therefore, occaſion the 
& yearning of the bowels” of this lover of ſouls, to 
ſee ſuch multitudes of them detained in total ig no- 
rance by their Prieſts, to whom they generally 
pay the moſt implicit obedience. 

And hence it was, that ſrom the beginning of 
the concern which he felt for his own ſoul, he ſet 
himſelf, by all poſſible means to turn them from 
darkneſs to ligt. And whether in the highways, 
at inns, in the city or country, he let ſlip no pro- 
bable means of inſtructing them, One circum- 
ſtance which is much more common in Feland 
than England, I mean the number of ſtreet-beg- 
gars, furniſhed him with frequent opportunities of 
this kind. a 

His manner of addreſſing them was eaſy and fa- 
miliar; talking to them always in a ſtile ſuited to 
their capacity and „ CpG He avoided en- 


tirely 
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tirely the difference of churches, and all matters 
of diſpute, ſpeaking only of the dreadful evil of 
ſin, the great affairs of eternal life, and eternal 
death, of judgment, and of the ſufferings and ſa- 
crifice of the Son of God, And his diſcourſes had 
often ſuch immediate effect, that falling on their 
knees, and ſmiting their breaſts, they have wept, 
and cried for mercy, in the open ſtreets, He al. 
ways concluded his inſtructions with giving them 
money, if he had it, which indeed was not al- 
ways the cale, | 

It would be tedious to enumerate the various 
intercourſes which he had with members of that 
communion, and the good effects which were pro- 
duced by them. Two or three only, may be re- 
lated from his own accounts, 

% This day came to my room, I aſked him 
how he hoped to be flaved? And having talked 
together in Iii for ſome time, he became greatly 
affected, and laid, „I have ſaved ſome money to 
leave to ſome Prieſt or Friar when I die, in order 
to procure me the forgiveneſs of my ſins, and [ 
am willing to leave it to you, if you will accept 
of it,” TI told him, that no man could forgive his 
fins; that the gifi of God was not to be purchaſed 
with money; and that only the blood of Chrift, 
our great High-Prieſt, could cleanſe from fin, He 
was deeply wounded, and cried earneſtly to God, 
to whom, afier prayer, I commended him.” 

At another time he writes, “ A poor woman, a 
Papiſt, came to my room, deſirous of ſalvation, 1 
2 with her in Iriſh. She Oey fell on 

er knees and cried for mercy, reſolving no more 
to regard the Prieſt's curſes, but to ſeek her {al- 
vation as the word of God directs.” | 

Again, „Being on a Journey, [ reproved the 
landlord, where I breakfaſted, for ſwearing, 
and talked to all who were preſent, I ex- 
horted likewiſe a woman -at the door, to 
ſeek from God, Repentance, and Salvation. She 


cried, with amaze ! to the Bleſſed. Virgin, and 10 
| tne 
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he Twelve Apoſtles, to help her. But I taught 
er to ditect her 4 ne to God the Father, 
hrough the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” TON 
Behde his frequent occaſional converſations with 
hem, he went to as many of their own houſes as 


Ir e could get admittance to, where he regarded the 
of hildren and ſervants even as the matters and mit- 
1. treſſes. 


But what moſt of all contributed to the ſucceſs 
of his attempts for their good, was his public 
Wpreaching, to which great numbers of them fre— 
WW quently re ſorted, wherever he came; induced 


us 
at chereto chiefly by his preaching in %, and ſuch 


things as they eaſily under ſtood. "There is in the 
Triſi language a peculiarly affecting expreſiiveneſs, 
particularly with reſpett to the things of God; 


m WSwhich, being preſſed home upon the conſcience, 
ed by his zealous and alarming way of preaching, 
ly often left them bathed in tears. I ſaw a very re- 
to WE markable inſtance of this in the town of my na- 


tivity: Preaching there on a market day, and many 
of the country pou running with ſurprize to 
I 


pt hear him, they ſmote their breaſts, and wept in 
11s ſuch a manner as, was entirely new to them. ſome 
ed affirming that they could go all over the world 
|, with him! It may be truly 1aid, he ſeldom preach- 


ed a ſermon in Jriſi from which ſome of them did 
not receive advantage, He briefly mentions a few 
inſtances himſelf, as follows: 


« After preaching both in Iriſa and Engliſh, a 


a 
7 . . . 
I poor Popiſh. woman came to me ſaying, She 


came for inſtruftion; for that as ſhe was a poor 
woman, ſhe could not have it elſewhere, and ſhe 
wanted to fave her ſoul, I told her, that all which 
was in my power I would do for her willingly, 
She wept, and I prayed with her, pointing her, 
for all her ſoul wanted, to Jeſus, who alone is 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 

Again, “ Jan. 4, 1751. My ſoul was delighted 
to ſee with what earneſtneſs the poor [-ifh, (mean- 
ing the Romaniſts) received the word, being in 


F 2 general 
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general deeply affected. O how did they weep, 
and cry for mercy! May God hear their prayer. 
Surely this people will riſe up in judgment againſt 
Proteſtants, who having the light of the golpel, 
either neg left or deſpiſe it. And alſo againſt the 
Paſtors of this ignorant people, who hold them in 
error, O, what have the Romilh Clergy to aniwer 
tor before God! 

At another time preaching concerning the 
good Samaritan, Luke x. 30, I'wo Members of the 
Church of Rome, were deeply convinced of 
their want of a Saviour, and thirty-four perlons 
joined themlclves together, to leek and lerve the 
Lord. 

& After procutong on John i. 17. Sinners cried 
out mightily. One came conſeſſing her deeds, and 
ſaid ſhe had lived an adultreſs worle than Mary 
Magdalen; ſhe wept, trembled, and roared aloud,” 

The circumſtance of his preaching and {peaking 
in Iriſh, (a thing that multitudes, at leaſt of Pro- 
teſtants in Ireland cannot do, and among whom 
the writer to his grief 1s one) next to the hngular 
Dlelling of God upon his labours, contributed molt 
to the ſuccels of his endeavours among them, 
But it is remarkable, that one day on Oxmons 
Town-Green in Dublin, among thole who were at- 
lected by the dilcourle, there was one man cut to 
the heart, although he did not at all underſtand 
the language, 

In a journey once hetween Cork and Bandon, he 
fell into converſation with a man who rode with 
him, till, as was his conſtant manner, he began to 
apply ſomething to his heart, concerning the worth 
of his ſoul, and the way of falvation, But he 1«- 
vouring not the things of God, became grievouſly 
offended, + Nay, his prejudice ran lo bias that he 
declared, although he were ſhot lor it, he would 
have ſatisfſattion: adding with an oath, «“ Thou 
ſhalt never deceive another, for I am reſolved to 
be the death of thee jull now. 


„% Was 


„ © 4 @ TT 20 0 


] 
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« J was quiet in my mind, being perſuaded that 
the God of Daniel was ſtill the lame, did not 
feel the leaſt anger, or riling of revenge towards 
him; and {till reproved him whenever he {wore, 
In the mid{t of his rage I reproved him in Iſt, 
He was inſtantly amazed; and replied, © Why 
did you not Ipeak ſo to me, in the beginning!“ 
The lion became a lamb, and I then let him know, 
[till (peaking in Triſt, what Chriſt had done !or 
linners. He depyrted with a broken heart,” 

When ſome of them once followed him, after 


preaching, defirous of inftruftion, + I told them 
(faid he) that it was not a bare profeſhon which 
would avail any one, — That the true way, was to 
ſorſuke lin and follow Chriſt; ard that in order 
thereto, it was need{ul that a perſon ſhould, 1ſt. 
Be poor in ſpirit; feel that he is a finner, 2dly, 
Mourn on that account with a broken and contrite 
heart, gdly, Forlake fin by applying to the Lord 
hly, Believe in Chriſt, and him 


lor ſtrength. 4 
only for falvatic 


n; as it 1s his blood alone, that 


cleanfeth from all unrightcouſncſs: and 5thly; 
Obey the goſpel, by conforming to the rules there 
laid down; living oerl, and nighteouſly, and godly 
in the preſent world,” 

This was the ſum of what he taught them from 
time to time, as the way of falvation, which, being 
explained and enforced by the holy ſcriptures, he 
oppoled to every other device, or tradition of men, 
which they at any time olyefted to him, as a 
ground of their hope of heaven, 


concerned was 


elves, 


] 


And fo zealoufly 


he for enforcing theſe truths 
wherever he came, that once, amidit a great num- 
ber of Romanifts, whole attention ſome endea— 
voured to hinder, he faid, © If mv doctrine be not 
according to the word of God, ftone me on the 
(pot, Make a ſacrifice of me: ouly hear for your- 


* () that Cod would call them to the knowledge 
of the goſpel of peace, and open to them a door 
Open Lord the eyes of their 


of ſalvation, 
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Prickts, 


66 THE LIFE AND DFATH 


Prieſts, Remember the purchaſe of thy blood, nor 
ſuffer thoſe poor ſouls to periſh, for whom Chriſt 
hath died.“ 


* 


HAF. V. 


le goes to England and Labours there, 


HE enlargement of ſoul, with which it pleaſed 
God ſo ſignally to bleſs him, left no * [ 
to his deſires, of ſpreading the ſavour of the know- 
ledge of Jeius, in every place; and his pxrovi- 
dential cennettions afforded him a large ſphere of 
action. The people with whom he was more im— 
mediately united, and who were, according to the 
divine diſpoſals, the inſtruments of his ſalvation, 
had now, through the bleſſing of heaven, ſpread 
the joyful found, well nigh all over England and 
Ireland. And hence aroſe a neceſſity for man 
helpers to the kingdom of God. And ſuch he 
fully appeared to be, oy 

Is was therefore judged expedient that, (having 
been ſucceſsfully employed between two or three 
years in his native country) he ſhould go to Eng- 
land iikewiſe : to which only the conviction of 
its being the will of God, could have reconciled 
him; feeling what was natuial on the occaſion, 
& A ſtruggle within himſelf on leaving his friends 
and country,” 

May 10, 1753, He embarked at Dublin with 
ſome other friends, and the next day arrived at 
Park-gate. Concerning this voyage, and his ar- 
rival in England, he writes as follows, “ There 
were on board ſeveral Gentry, and Officers, with 
a large number of cabin-pailengers. They curſed, 
ſwore, and blaſphemed as though they were in 
hell, I reproved them again and again: but they 
{till perſiſted, and ſaid I was mad. O God, if there 
never was any other damnation in the world to 

come, 
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come, than even the company of ſuch wretches, 
who would not flee from it! 

« My God, I cannot but admire thy goodneſs 
towards me, I heartily praiſe and magnify thy, 
Name ſor preſerving me on the gicat deep. O 
thou lover of my ſoul, I beleech thee come with 
me hither, Open my mouth in wildgm, and in 
righteouſneſs, that I may preach Chriit crucrfied to 
the people of England. Jeſus, Maſter, ſtand by 
me, and ſtrengthen my body and foul !” 

London was the place where he was appointed 
chictly to labour. He arrived there the gilt of 
May 1753, and preached Ins fiſt ſcrmon from 1 
John ii. 1. 5 

And now did he, more vigorouſly than ever, ap— 
ply himſelf, both in public and in private, to the 
labour of his calling; reſolving, in a place of ſuch 
opportunities, and of ſuch dangers, to make the 
very beſt uſe of both, He ſound himſelf in the 
inid ft of a numerous, and well inlkruted people, 
many of whom were deeply expenenced in the 
things of God, This was to him matter of great 
joy, though at the ſame time of much carefulnels, 
knowing, that in order to be truly profitable to 
them, a ſuperficial acquaintance with things 
would but ill ſullice. He thereſore [aboured to be a 
Scribe well injirufted; to be deeply informed, in. 
things pertaining to the Kingdom of God. It was 
his daily and nightly ſtudy, how he might beſt. 
contribute his part, towards the feeding them with 
the ſincere milk of the word of God, and the. 
building them up in their molt holy faith, | 

But neither did he here intermit his endeavours, 
ſor the ſalvation of his poor ignorant countrymen, 
(of whom great numbers, of the lower ſort are, 
conſtantly employed in London) ſtill detained in 
that darkneſs, from which he had fo happily ef. 
caped himſelf, Ile therefore appointed times ſor 
explaining, to as many of them as would hear, the 
principles of the doctrine of Chriſt; and preached 
leveral times in 1rifh in Moorficlds, and elſewhere ; 

FI 5 endcavouring 
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endeavouring likewiſe, to have as many private 
interviews as he polilibly could, 

It was here he firſt formed to himſelf a more 
ran gran for the improvement of his time, with 
relpett to his public and private capacity, as a 
Preacher, and a Chriſtian, aſſigning determinate 
portions of it to certain employments, which, 
unlels neceliity required it, he punctually obſerved, 
He preached conſtantly twice # day, and viſited 
many of the people in their families; beſides 
frequent attendance on the fick, and dying; 
from ſome of whom, he was rarely a day abſent, 

The abilities with which God had endowed 
him, and his faithful improvement of them, con- 
{iderably increaled his work; for it ſeemed good 
to thoſe, whom the divine wiſdom had honoured 
with the overſight of a multitude of perſons here, 
in their abſence, to entruſt him with that branch 
of their work, His exactneſs, and ſubmiſhve 
faithfulneſs therein, appeared in many and various 
particulars, of which a part only may be gathered 
ſrom the following Letter to the Rev, Mr, John 


Weſley. 
Tonoured Sir, 


% T Thank you for your Letter, 1 longed ex- 

ceedingly to hear hom you. Your aC- 
count of the good Woman in your Journal was re- 
fieſhing to my foul, What I have to lay at preſent 
1s as follows, 

&© 1, Your brother is gone to Br:/tol. He met us on 
Monday mornings, and upon the whole, all was 
well, We parted in much love, 2, Mr. F,—-— 
goes on well, I converſe with him when I can. 
3. The Lord is powerfully carrying on his work. 
Sinners are alarmed, and ſaints edified, This 
day in viſiting the lick, my ſoul was greatly com- 
forted, by hearing of God's dealings with their 
fouls, : 


: « Mr, 


n 22 
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„% Mr, B—— I hear has preached lately at- — 
feveral ate offended, 1 dare determine nothing; 
bt aſk what ſhall be done? 4. On Monday I be- 
gin to change the Tickets, &c, God give me 
Integrity, Wiſdom, Mecknels, and Love, I 
think, conſidering thele particulars, 1 cannot 
leave London yet, It {ſeems Providence keeps me 
here ſtill. 

„% You have the prayers of your children, I 


do not forget you, A fon honoureth his father, 


and a father loveth his ſun, Let it be lo till death, 
and the devil can get little advantage. Your 
preaching has been olten, and exceedingly bleſt 10 
my foul, My heart's detue, and prayer to God 1s, 
that the Lord would make me pantuker of his 
holineſs, L 

« Dear Sir, I truſt your ſoul wil, in time, and 
in eternity, partake of that great ſ:lvation, you have 
preached in the name of the Lord, O may it 

leaſe God, that we may meet full of holy and 

appy love! I feel my foul this moment ſtrongly 
drawn a'ter God ; but there is yet ſomething that 
keeps me out of perfect reſt and liberty, Jetus, 
take my whole heart. Confound, overpower me 
with thy grace, Requelling your praycrs and 
counſel, I remain, 


Your very alſeQionate Son, 
London, 
April go. Thomas Walfh.”? 


His heart being entirely ſet upon the things of 
heaven, and taken up with deſigns of ple ling 
Him, whole providence had dilpoſed of him in 
this manner, ſet him upon purſuing with all ar» 
dour, whaicver he: judged might beſt promote 
luch an end, His genius allo fitted him for pro» 
hiing, by the variety of atfiltances, in point of 
learning and religion, which his pretent firuation 
atorded him; ſo that his advancement in the divine 
life, while he remained here, became mate and 
5 mote 
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more viſible, The fruit of his public miniſtry 
was likewiſe ſtill more diſcernible; and the general 
tenor of his condutt more acceptable to the people, 
They had abundant evidence of his devotedneſs 
to God, and of his truly ſerving as a fon in the 
goſpel, He was generally bleſt to all kinds of 
hearers, His diſcourſes were not only of an awa— 
kening nature, but allo ſingularly calculated to 
alliſt ſuch as were ardently ſeeking aſter per/ſeft 
love, And hereby he became one inſtrument in 
ſuch a revival of the work of God, as had not been 
known, as to its depth, from the firſt union of that 
Society of which he was a Member. Nor are 
there a few in London, who bleſs God that ever 
they heard his voice, and to whom the memory 
of Huh will be 1 ever precious, | 

The fervor for God which appeared in his 
whole conduct; the diſcourles about heavenly 
things, which he often held at meals, to the ſer- 
vants, and frequently in the kitchen, occaſioned 
an elderly woman of known piety, who belonged 
to the houſe, to take particular notice of him. She 
diligently attended to moſt of hig ways, which 
came within her oblcrvation; and, without letting 
any one know ol it, watched even his ſecret re- 
tirements; partly to be fully ſatisfied of his in- 
tegri'y, and ; arlly to have matter of ſtiſl greater 
Joy, at finding his life all of a piece, She did fo 
leveral times, and found as ſhe expected a happy 
conſiiter.cy, Letween the whole of his behaviour, 
public and private. She ohierved him through 
the key-hole, or ſome crevice of the door, and 
ſometimes ſaw. him upon his knees, ſometimes 
Pioſtrate upon the ground. His countenance Was 
commonly at thole tines lifted up to heaven, often 
as it were enflamed! and olten in tears would he 
dee; iy iigh to God! 

Thus did he ſpend the time of his abode in 
England, ſpreading the ſavour of his good ointment 
all around him, wherever he came: and by his 
example, as well as preaching, preſſing every one 
; tO 


or THOMAS WAT.SH, 71 


to make ſure work ſor eternity. He perceived 
clearly, it was the good providence of God which 

repared his way, and directed him hither, and 
could bleſs him unfeignedly on that account, He 
came from Ireland to London, three ſeveral times; 
the laſt of which was the longeſt time of his con- 
tinuing there, (about two years,) and the moſt pro- 
fitable both to himſelf and others, And here eſ- 

ecially it was, that through his great and inceſſant 
hats: his unwearied application to private ſtudy 
and public miniſtrations, he laid the foundation 
of that diſorder, which at length, reſilling the 
force of all medicine, removed him to another 
world, 


CHAT YE 


His Love to Souls, and Zeal for promoting the Glory 
of God, 


OME account of his endeavours ſor the fal- 
vation of his neighbour, has already been 
iven, But this being ſo conſiderable a part of 
Nis character, deſerves a more full coniideration : 
though in reality it cannot be told; of how many 
and variqus expedients he lerved himſelf for the 
converſion of ſinners. 

The language of his whole conduct was in 
truth, what he breathed out in the following 
words, „O, how does my foul thirſt for the ſal- 
vation of all men! How does my heart bleed with 
deſire, that the fulneſs of the Gentiles were brought 
in, and that all Iſrael might be ſaved !”” 

It was this feeling concern, for the coming of 
the kingdom of Chriſt, in the general converſion 
of mankind, which raiſed him ſuperior to what- 
ſocver hardſhips and difficulties, attended him, 
He watched every opportunity; and was znftant 
in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ; that is continually, at all 
. times, 
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times and places, ſeeking how he might beſt accom- 
liſh the end, ſor which alone he defired to live, 

Ihe intenlenels of his delire, and his application 
to this One Thing, kept him continually on the 
wing, ſpending, and being ſpent in this behalf; 
regarding neither reproach, pain, lols, impriſon- 
ments, nor death itlelf.* & I have (as he laid on a 
certain occation) but one life, and it is a hard caſe 
if I cannot readily loſe that for His fake, who gave 
his life a ranſom for mine, and for the life of the 
world which heth in the Wicked one,” 

He ſeemed to have continually before his eyes, 
that which the Son of God fuſlered out of love 
for man, It was the ſpring whence proceeded his 
ardent zeal for the ſalvation of the purchaſe of his 
blood; and he amagined that the belt teſtimony he 
could give of his love to him, was to ſulfer ſome— 
thing for his fake, It was his dehire to give life 
for life; and to requite ham, as he thought 
even by death itlelf, 

It was owing to this likewiſe, that he embraced 
every poſſible opportunity of ciying aloud, in the 
molt conſpicuous places of public refoit, and of 
enforcing the voice of Wil!lom, faving, Ilan long 
ye ſimple ones will ye love mplicity, aud ye fcornersde- 
light in ſcorning, and fools hate knowledge ! Turn ye 
at my reproof ; behold I will pour out my Spirit upon 
you, I will make known my words unto you, Prov, i. 
22, 23. 

Mountains, Market-places, Highwavs, Meadows. 
Rooms, Priſons, and Ships, were the frequent 
Theatres of his, publiſhing the Goſpel of peace, 
And herein there appeared in him ſomething mar- 
vellous, a living fire, continually burning in the 
love of God and man; ſtill mounting upwards, and 
kindling all that were capable about him; as prone 
to ſervor and aCtivity, as lome are to cold and 
indolence. Ile was never weary of well-doing. 
nor ever ſpoke lightly, and with indifference of 
the great Cod, and of the things Fl Religion; but 
with a ſcrioulnels and reverence, becoming one 

| who 
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who by Faith ſaw the Inviſible, and looked to be 
ſhortly with Him! | 
He was in truth a mighty adverſary to the devil's 
kingdom, and took every Lea er ſtep, which he 
judged might in any meaſure promote the honour 
of God, to whoſe ſole glory he ſacrificed himſelf, 
with all his labours and ſtudies, It is ſcarce poſ- 
fible to enable a ſtranger to him adequately to 
conceive the flow of his ſoul, and the energy of his 
ſpirit and expreſſions on theſe occaſions; while he 
endeavoured by all means to ſave ſome, To this 
end, he truly imparted, not the goſpel of God 
only, but likewiſe his own ſoul, with-holding no- 
thing which he judged might be beneficial to the 
people. It was this noble object of purſuit, which 
railed him likewiſe above, even the neceſſary at- 
tention to his body, It was truly ſaid of him, 


He {corned his feeble fleſh to ſpare, 
Regardleſs of its ſwift decline; 

His lingle aim, his ceaſeleſs prayer, k 
To ſpread the Righteouſneſs divine: 


Ile truly triumphed in the Croſs, 
Its prints as on his body ſhewed, 
Laviſh of life for Jeſu's Cauſe, ' 
Whoſe blood for all ſo freely flowed, 


The fire which burned in his heart never ſaid 
telt is enough.” And the ſucceſs with which it 
pleaſed our to proſper his labours, was a con- 
ſtant motive to his ſtill going forward, His 
_ defigns of doing were without limits, eſteem - 
ing himſelf in this reſpe&, a debtor to all, and 
embracing in affection, not lels than the whole 


world, 


Riding through Woes at one time, and finding 
that in many places they did not underſtand En- 
liſh, he felt great concern on the occaſion, and 
— a reſolution, if his life and health per- 
mitted, to learn the Welch language for their 


ſakes, | 
G When 
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When, in a paſſage to Ireland, he was driven in 
thither, to a place where they underſtood Engliſh, 
he let flip no opportunity of preaching to, and 
viſiting them daily, during his ſtay there, at their 
own houſes, exhorting them (as he ſaid on the 
occaſion) to ſeek the Lord while he may be found, 
Several were convinced and took knowledge that 
they mult follow Chriſt through evil report, and 
tuffer for him if they would live with him in 


glory 
ere were not wanting to him, from time to 
time, ſeveral diſcouraging circumſtances, It was 
iven him not only to believe, and ſpeak ſor God; 
Pat alſo to ſuffer for his cauſe; and he rejoiced in 
his ſufferings, and filled up that which 1s behind 
of the afflictions of Chriſt in his fleſh, for his body's 
ſake, which is the Church. | 

But the end, which he ſtill kept in view, with 
his reflections on the love of Jeſus, the danger 
of ſinners dying without converſion, and the 
preſent ſalvation to which they are entitled, 
through the Blood of the Lamb; raiſed him above 
every thing which, either men, or the malice of 
Satan could invent againſt, or infli& upon him, 

His fervent courage, feared no danger in the 
diſcharge of his duty, being well aſſured that 
walking uprightly, he walked ſurely, He dreaded 
not the faces of men, but where occaſion offered, 
boldly reproved what he ſaw amils in every one. 
Wherever there appeared any probability of doing 
good, he was never hindered therefrom, by the 
proſpect of perſonal danger. 

In one place, having preached to a vaſt number 
of Romaniſts, and a proſpect apyornng of doing 
much good among them, he intended to go thither 
again: but a report prevailed that if he attempted 
it, a certain great man would either have dum 
ſtoned, or ſent to jail. On this occaſion „I re- 
flected, ſaid he, what God had done in former 
times for thoſe who put their truſt in him. And 
he gave me ſtrength according to my day. ; 

| oun 


| 
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found my faith in him greatly ſtrengthened, and 
reſolved, ſimply to rely on his 1 not 
doubting but that He would ſtand by me. So I 
went thither and preached in the Name of the 
Lord. 

« The fear of man prevented their giving me 
entrance into their houſes as before; ſo I ſtood on 
a chair in the ſtreet, and thanked God for the 
privilege, They received the Word without 
diſturbance, and with joy. On my return I prayed 
at two houſes in the way, and the power of God 
was greatly in the midſt of us. Praiſed be God 
and the Lamb for ever!” 

His labours were indeed much beyond the 
ftrength of his dying body; and his zeal would 
not {uffer him to ſtand ſtill: fo that his friends 
were obliged fometimes (as Orizen's mother, to 
prevent her young ſon's burning with his father) 
to hide his clothes, or lock him in his room in the 
morning, | 

His whole converſation was like fire, warming, 
refreſhing, and comforting all that were about 
him, and begetting in their ſouls a meaſure of the 
ſame concern for the glory of God, and the ſal- 
vation of finners which burned in his own breaſt, 
It was not poſſible to be much with him, and not 
to hear diſcourſes which bred a deteſtation of fin, 
and a love of holineſs, To what purpoſe is it to 
live (ſeemed the motto of his life) and not to live 
to ſome good purpoſe? 

His endeavours to do good, extended to children 
allo. He firſt introduced in many places, the 
cuſtom of meeting weekly ſuch of them as could 
attend, in order to inſtrutt them in ſuch truths, as 
their capacity admitted of, In doing which, he 
defired their parents might be preſent ſikewiſe to 
whom his affecting manner of addreſs was not leſs 
ſerviceable, than to thc children themſelves; both 
often weeping together, ; 

While in London, he had ſeveral interviews 
with the 7ews, yoquently attending their ſyna- 

2 


gogu es, 
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gogues, and reaſoning with them out of their own 
Hebrew Scriptures, And they were not able to 
gain-fay the power by which © ſpoke. 

When at any time he met any of his Chriſtian 
acquaintance in the ſtreet, or only juſt called at 
their houſes as he paſſed by, which was frequently 
the caſe, he had always ſomething to ſay by way of 
a watch-word, which he left upon 5 minds, 
ſuch as, Well, let us hold out a little longer! 
Are we preſling forward? Let us hold faſt faith, 
and a good conſcience, Are we watching now 
unto prayer, and preſſing after perſe& love?” I 
remember one 1 of the good effects of this, 
which a perſon mentioned to me ſince his death. 
* I ſhall never forget, ſaid he, a word which Mr. 
IWa!hk, taking me by the hand one day, ſpoke to 
me in my ſhop, *Tis worſe than death, my God to 
love, and not my God alone.“ It was like a nail in 
a ſure place, and left a uſeful impreſſion upon his 
mind ever after. The gravity and earneſtneſs, 
with which he delivered theſe little mementos to 
his friends, carried them, by God's help, to the 
heart, and left them there, that I have heard 
ſeveral of his ſayings in this way, called to re- 
membrance ſince his deceaſe, by ſeverai of his 
acquaintance, | 

e did whatſoever he did for God, with all his 
might, ſpending his very life in every action, even 
as though he ſhould merit heaven thereby, and 
yet, at the ſame time, heartily deſpiſing, and rating 

imſelf as an unprofitable ſervant, 

In ſhort, as one truly born from above, his foul 
had a vehement tendency towards heaven, whither 
he would fain bring the whole world. His heart 
and treaſure being there, this world, with all its 
furniture, its idle pomp and ny joys, were as 
nothing to him; being dead, and crucified with 


Chrift : with zeal for whoſe glory, he was, as it 
were, eaten up continually, | 
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CHAP. VII. 


Of his Application to Study, Love to the holy Scriptures, 
and Improvement in divine Anowledge, 


HE firſt materials of his learning, were not 
conſiderable; he had acquired ſome know- 
ledge of Latin in his child-hood, but left it for the 
Mathematics: fo that by the time he relumed his 
grammatical ſtudies, he had almoſt all to do again, 


However, the ſtrength of his capacity, and his in- 
; tenſe application to ſtudy, after his converſion, ſoon 
recovered what he had loft, with vaſt increaſe, 
2 From his firſt, deep concern about his ſalvation, 
\ he read the word of God with unwearied appli- 
J cation; and every thing elſe, only as it had lome 
£ reference to the truths contained therein: and this 
) practice he continued with increaſing diligence, 
2 till ſickneſs diſqualified him for all "5 and to 
1 ſuch a degree of eminency did he arrive therein, 
- that he was ſcarce ever a moment waking, wherein 
8 he was not either talking of, reading, or meditating 
on one truth or other contained in the holy 
3 Seripture. 
n At firſt he read the Engliſh Bible chiefly; but 
d his endeavours for the good of many of his igno- 
8 rant countrymen, induced him to read, and get well 
acquainted with the New Teſtament in Iriſh like- 
11 wiſe. His penetrating genius however, deſirous 
er to enter into the depth of divine Truth, led him, 
rt by all means, to ſearch into the true ground and 
ts bottom of things. 
IS He ſet himlelf therefore, to underſtand the 
th Scriptures, both of the Old Teſtament and the 
it New, in the original. It was not till after he had 


acquired ſome knowledge of the Greek Teſtament, 
that he entered upon the ſtudy of Hebrew, This 
| G3 Was 


—— ——_— 


was at London, about December 1735. He agreed 


ven, that the ſtudy of t 
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with a Jew to inſtru him. A few leſſons ſerved; 
and being fully initiated into the genius of the lan- 
guage, he ſoon became ſwallowed up in it, making 
it ever after, the chief ſubje& of his ſtudies. _ 
He diſcovered every day, ſuch a depth of hidden 
wiſdom, in the writings of Moſes and the Prophets, 


read in their original tongue, as he could hardly 


have conceived from our Tranſlation, though for 


the moſt part, deemed the beſt in the world. 


The advancement in divine knowledge which 
he perceived in himſelf, from the ſtudy of the 
holy Scriptures in this language, was matter of his 
admiration, as well as thankſgiving. He found 
that the Hebrew Scriptures contain the ſum of all 
we can know in Divinity (conſidered as a ſcience) 
or, in natural things, f 

« From its Author, namely God himſelf, we 
have reaſon to expect the utmoſt perfection a lan- 
guage is capable of, viz. the utmoſt ſimplicity, cer- 
tainty, and expreſſiveneſs.—In a word, what can 
be imagined more worthy than that which leads 
us to the ſaving knowledge of God himſelf! which 
ſhews the manner of attaining eternal ſalvation ! 
0 truly laudable and worthy ſtudy! O Induftry 
beyond all praife! whereby a man 1s enabled in 
the ſame language, — to converſe with 
God, withtholy Angels, with Patriarchs, and with 
Prophets, and clearly to unfold to men the mind of 
God, from the language of God,” 

He aſcribed it to a 2 aſſiſtance from hea- 

e Tongue became ſo eaſy 
and pleaſant as he found it, And I have heard 
him mention this very particular as an argument of 


He regard of Heaven, to this firſt and moſt excel- 


lent Language; in aſſiſting thoſe who with 


upright minds enquire into it after the mind of 


God. And to this purpoſe he writes as follows: 
« December 20, 1756. I ſpent the forenoon in 


mv ſtndies, in which God has, and does greatly 
alſiſt me. About this time twebec-month, I cord 
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not read a ſentence of Hebrew with any certainty, 
or conſtrue a verſe with readineſs. But now I can 
read my Bible through and underſtand it, almoſt 
as well as Latin or Engliſh, This hath God done, 
enabling me to read his bleſfed Word in the firſt 
and beſt of languages. O may all my ſtudies and 
talents be devoted to his glory!“ ? 

His application was indeed prodigious, I have 
known him ſpend fourteen hours of the four and 
twenty, in this ſtudy, excepting only the intervals 
of prayer. He often intermixed a verſe of praiſe, 
or petition; and then, turning his face to the wall, 
nd i fting up his heart and countenance to heaven, 
with his arms claſpt about his breaſt, he would 
ſtand for ſome time before the Lord in folemn re- 
collection, and then return to his work. | 
It was a rare thing ever to ſee him but with a 
book in his hand, or ſpeaking of the things of God. 
When in travelling, he at any time ſtopt at an inn, 

as ſoon as he was ſhewed to his chamber, to ſta 
whether ſor an hour or a night; he would take ou 
his little Hebrew Pſalter, or ſome other ſpirituat 
book, and fall immediately to his uſual work; un- 
leis the time was otherwiſe taken up in exhorting 
the landlord, or fervants, or in ſhort, any he met 
with. Accommodations for his body were his 
malleſt care; and his attention to theſe was 
always, as it were by the bye. He ſeemed ever) 
where, and yet no where at home in this weld. 
He purſued his work, well nigh equally, at all 
times, and in all places, unleſs when ficknels pre- 
vented, and ſeemed ſpontaneouſly to tend to God, 
Even after preaching, fometimes near an hour and 
a half together, he has immediately reſumed his 
Rudies, (taving books always with him, ) and this 
often, where ſeveral perfons have been talking, or 
otherwiſe employed, as their occaſions required 
round about him; he ftill purſuing” his work, as 
though he were retired in a cloſet: proceeding on 
the ſemiment, that he had no other bufmefs in this 
world. than to pray, and preach, and fludy, and 
live in every place, und in every thing. for God! 
Atv igh 


— - 
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Although his ſtudy may be conſidered, almoſt 
as a continual prayer, being managed in this man- 
ner, and being in its nature and, deſign, wholly re- 
ferred to God; nevertheleſs, it muſt be acknows 
ledged, that the frequency of his ſtated times of 
prayer, were, at firſt eſpecially, much interrupted 
thereby ; but he followed, for the molt part, the 
light which he then had; and intending all his ac- 
quirements for the glory of God, he thought he 
might in ſuch a caſe, (as one expreſſes it,) © leave 
God, for God.“ 

He was not, however, without frequent Jea- 
louſies, fearing leſt his intenſe application, even to 
this kind of employment, ſhould in anywiſe divert 
his heart from what he moſt prized, namely, cloſe 
attention to Jeſus, After awhile therefore, having 
maſtered the main difficulties in his work, his ap- 

lication became much more moderate. 

One day he writes as follows. © I was all day 
cloſely employed at ſtudy, But I fear I love my 
books too much, It is true, my ſtudies relate to 
the word of God; but I often find my mind car- 
ried out in defire after Languages, Arts and 
Sciences: yet I ſee the vanity of every thing, 
when ſeparate from God: I pero the knowledge 
of Chriſt crucified above all other knowledge, 
To imitate his wildom, goodneſs, meekneſs pa- 
tience and love: alas! What are Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin, Logic, Metaphyſics, every thing to this! 
What is anv thing to the love of Jeſus) O that 
ſweet peace of conſcience, and contentment of 
mind; which ariſe from Redemption in his Blood! 
O Lord, thou knowelt that I defire to be great in 
thy grace; to be armed with thy armour, My 
ſoul — to riſe above theſe little, tranſitory 
things. I fain would reſt in thee! I thirſt for the 
divine Life. I pray for the Spirit of Illumination. 
I caſt mo ſoul upon Jeſus Chriſt, the God of glory, 
and Redeemer of the world, I defire to be con- 
' formable unto him; his friend, ſcwant, —— 
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and facrifice! Come now my Jeſus! See the 
lodgings of my ſoul, and finiſh the work there.“ 

He {till defired to know, but it was God, and 
the things of God, which he propoſed to himſelf, 
as the ſole matter of his knowledge. For although 
he read occaſtonally both Logic and Metaphyſics, 
Hiſtory, and Natural Philoſophy, yet it was all 
with reference to his one grand point. Whatever 
treaſures he gathered from abroad, in theſe, or in 
any other way; as the induſtrious Bee, collecting 
her ſweets in various parts, depoſits all in one 
hive; ſo he made all his attainments ſubſervient 
to the word of God, and acquaintance with Jeſus, 
his central point of every thing. 

And his fear, leſt in any thing he ſhould deviate 
from this, had much influence on the regulation 
of his ſtudies, He well knew, that to have a heart 
always at leiſure for God, attentive to his teaching, 
and obedient to his dictates, is the great thing; to 
which every purſuit muſt give place, if we mean 
to be truly great in the grace of God, He knew 
the heart 1s capable of being overcharged with 
things, in ſome reſpects, lawful and excellent, as 
well as with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, and the 
cares of this life; all of which are to be carefully 
guarded againſt, - + | 

And perhaps there are few things by which the 
Spirit of darkneſs ſo ſerves himſelf, among the 


/ 


thinking world, as by this very particular; a di- 


verting of the mind from proper application to the 
one thing needful, not by things ſenſual, or im- 
moral, which they abhor; but by things, in ſome 
reſpects innocent, and plauſible, if not neceſſary: 
it may be by curious ſpeculations on Government, 
the works of Nature, or Grace, and ideal purſuits 

of various kinds, | | 
Biſhop Taylor mentions it as a ſaying of Oegidius, 
that an old, and ſimple woman who loves Jeſus, 
may be greater than was Brother Bon venture, And 
inaſmuc as the giving our whole heart to God, 1s 
that, without which nothing is truly available , if 
| is 
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this be not done, is it not the ſame thing, whether 
it be through gazing at the ſtars, catching of 
butter-flies, or commilting adultery? He was 
thoroughly ſenſible of his danger in this reſpett, 
and regulated himſelf accordingly. 

And he found, that more true wildom is ob- 
tained from Cod, by prayer and holy meditation 
in one hour, than from the application of years to 
folio volumes; and eftcemed one ſingle ſentiment, 
| Way in this manner, of more value than a 
: 3 ſpeculations acquired by mere dint of 

udy, 

His ſeitled manner now was, to aſſign the morn- 
ing wholly to the reading, firſt a chapter out of 
the Old Teſtament, and frequently ſome of the 
S Hebrew, Then he read, and digeſted 
ome part of his Greek Teſtament, This took 
him up great part of the forenoon : afterwards, he 
read, wrote, or was employed as occaſions directed. 
He ſrequently had ſome perſons to vilit him for 
inſtruftion in ſome point of learning; chiefly in 
Hebrew, Two or three young men of Cambridge, 
at different times, being in town, choſe to be initi- 
ated by him in the. Hebrew tongue, He was con- 
wy as communicative as receptive of inſtruftion, 
with-holding nothing from any one, that he thought 
might be uſeful to him. 

e read the Scriptures in order; beginning a 
book, and going through it regularly; fixing at 
the ſame time upon ſuch parts, as had moſt imme- 
diate reference to the doQtrines and precepts of 
the goſpel: which he not only read molt fre- 
8 but likewiſe committed to memory. And 
the degree of perfection to which he arrived in 
this particular, was really ſurpriſing. His acquain- 
tance with the letter of (ri ture, and his retentive 
memory, ſupplied him with a concordance, And 
there was not a remarkable, hiſtorical, doQtina}, 
or preceptive paſlage, from Genclis to the Revela- 
tions, which he could not, on the bare mention of, 
turn to immediately. 
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« Thy Word, ſaid he, O Lord, I have for my 
inheritance for ever, It is the joy of ,my heart, 
and of more value to me than millions of worlds, 
0 God, give me underſtanding, that I may keep 
thy law! But let my whole dependence be in 
[eſu's merits, He is my Advocate, Only by 
Faith in him I ſtand, He is my ſure refuge, and 
portion in the land of the living!” 

In this manner it was, that he became in truth, 
a {cribe, well inſtrufted in the myſteries of the 
kingdom, and brought out of the treaſury of his 
heart experience, the old and new things of the word 
of Jehovah, It was from this fountain he derived 
his ideas, ſentiments, and expreſfions, on all oc- 
calions: explaining dottrines, enforcing duties, 
and reſolving difticulties, well nigh altogether in 
Scripture words, The Spirit of Wiſdom 10 reſted 
upon him, that there was nothing of a divine na- 
ture, which occured to his own mind, or was pro- 
poled to him by others, reſpetting doctrines, ex- 
perience, or practice, of which he could not {peak 
with convincing clearneſs, 

He had a ſingular faculty for throwing light 
upon doubtful caſes: and it was not unuſual with 
him, by two or three words ſpeaking, to ſet to 
right, and entirely quiet the minds of perſons, 
perplexed before, about points of duftrine, or 
experience, 

lis inſight into the inviſible world, fo realized 
to him things to come, that he ſpake of them as 
one who both heard and ſaw them, And they had 
their proportionable influence on the whole of his 
behaviour, He acted as in the immediate preſence” 
of God: and thus went on, reading and meditating 
day and night, in the law of his God; and de- 


vouring, like another Ezekiel, the whole divine 
Volume. ; 
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CHAP, VIII. 


Of his Manner of Preaching, 


AT firſt his ſermons conſiſted chiefly, of a 
number of well choſen texts of Scripture, 
ſuited to the particular ſubjett on which he treated; 
and which he, for the moſt part, cited with both 
chapter and verſe, He had in this manner 
formed, as it were, a body of divinity in his head, 
which was a kind of ſtore-houſe of his ſermons. 
Time and experience however, brought him off 
from the cuſtom of ſo particularly citing texts of 
Scripture, | 

A conſtant courſe of reading, much converſation 
with the children of God, ard his deep acquain- 
tance with God, and with the motions of his own 
ſoul, greatly extended his views of divine things; 
and furniſhed him with variety of ſubjects for the 
edification and comfort of the church of God: ſo 
that in the laſt two or three years of his life, 
his ſermons had a depth, and ſolidity far beyond 
thoſe of his former years. 

The ſtate of his own heart, had much influence 
on the particular ſubjects of his ſermons: as is 
ſurely the caſe with all, to whom preaching is 
not a mere buſineſs of courſe; but an affair of the 
weightieſt importance, requiring the deepeſt at- 
tention and moſt circumſpect walking. He knew 
that the words of ati unfeeling heart, are but empty 
ſounds; and although they might pleaſe, they rarely 
profit the hearers. And it was on this account, 
that, attending conſtantly to the motions of his own 
foul, he hardly ever preached a ſermon, without 
conveying nearly the like ſenſations to others, 
which he felt in his own ſoul, 
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« When, ſaid he, I am in heavinels, I am led 
to ſpeak chiefly of trials; when lively and fervent, 
to ſpeak of the comforts of believers; and when 
I am hungering and thirſting after Righteouſnels, 
I preſs upon others, to cleanſe themlelves from 
all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and to perfect ho- 
lineſs. And hence I learn, 1ſt. How needful it is 
for a Preacher to be in a right ſpirit himſelf, when- 
ever he ſpeaks to others, As 2dly, The Wies 
dom of God, in ſo ordering, that every ſoul might 
receive its portion of the Mk of the Word in due 
ſeaſon,” 

All his ſermons might be truly ſaid to. be his 
own. His heart was a Treaſury well furniſhed, in- 
ſomuch that he was never at a lols for ſomething 
in ſeaſon : even ſometimes when he has been to 
neceſſarily taken up with other parts of his calling, 
as not to have the leaſt time for preparing to 
preach ; yet the pourings out of his feeling foul, 
evidenced themſelves to waiting hearts, to be of 
God. | 

There was nothing whining, light, or trivial 
in his diſcourſes; nothing put on; nothing that 
could excite an air of levity, much leſs laughter 
but rather, (which was commonly the cale,) groans, 
and tears, and cries, His ſermons had in them 
ſuch a depth of divine Truth, confirmed by the 
Word of God, with ſuch a greatneſs and majeſty, 
as begot in the hearers an awe, and reverence, 
which removed far away, all petulancy and irre- 
verence; and produced in many, a folemnity of 
foul, becoming thoſe who hear diſcourſes for life 
or death eternal, To all of which, his grave and 
mortihed countenance contributed not a little, 


In ſhort, his whole behaviour in the pulpit was 


ſuch as became a Meſſenger of God, 
with the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, 

His diſcourſes were ſuited to give a portion to 
every one, as their need required; milk for babes, 
and for ſtronger men, ſtronger meat; though ſtill 
his one main W was to excite people's 


hearts 


put in truſt 
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hearts to the pure love of God. And although he 
preached faith in Chrift, as the only way of ob- 
taining grace and glory, yet he did it in ſuch a 
manner, as efleQuually to guard againſt the abuſe of 
libertines, who turn the freenel(s of the grace of 
God into an occaſion of wantonnels 3 who, while 
they promiſe liberty to themſelves and others, are 
fervants of corruption, Perſons of this character 
could not in the leaſt ſerve themſelves of his dif- 
courſes ; in which he ſo preached Faith in Chriſt, 
as to ai the law, in its true ſenſe, to ſecure all 
the intereſts of genuine holinefs, 

When he hilt began to preach, his chief talent 
ſeemed to be quickening ſuch as were dead in trel- 

alles and fins; to ternly careleſs finners with the 
dread of God's judgments, alarming them, at their 
peril, to flee from the wrath to come, 

His courage, and reſolution in this, were ſuch 
as are rarely to te found, He judged, that there 
was nothing more likely to pull down the ſtrong 
holds of Satan, than to lay the axe to the root of 
fin ; and i": all his ſermons, he ever uſed to dilco- 
ver its deteſlable nature, preſſing upon the con- 
ſcience, an entire purgation from dead works; 
and in ſuch a manner as often pierced the very 
joints and marrow of his hcarers, 

It was ealy to diſcover in him likewife, the ut- 
moſt impartiality, Knowing that he was to deliver 
his Lord's meſſage, he {pared no man, from any 
human regards ; but boldly detetting their fin, 
commended himſelf to every man's conlcience in 
the fight of Cod. 

And yet, his utmoſt zeal was tempered with dif- 
cretion; for notwithſtanding his prelling vehe- 
mently upon the conſcience of his hearers ; yet 
(though ſome were ollended) they were never 
able to reſiſt the authority by which he ſpake. 

But it was not as a Boanerges, asa Son of Thunder 
only, that he excelled, His own happy experi- 
ence, of the forgiving, healing, and comforting 
virtuc of the blood oa Jeſus; together with his 

acquaintance 
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acquaintance with the promiſes of Hin, fitted him 
for adminiſtring comfort ta the weary and heavy- 


e laden, To ſuch, he was in truth, a Sor of Con ſola- 

f tion his lips dropped [weetneſs to them, as the . 
s huney-comb, 

i O God, how many a bleeding wound haſt thou 

. made him an inflrament of healing, by n 

8 into the hearts of the dilconſolate, 7 he wine and ot 

5 of the Golpel, in a fich protufton of thole preci— 

1 dus 3 which being ratified to us by the 


blood of thy dear Son, ate all yea, and amen in 
4 him. 


. It was ſcarce poſhble for the moſt obdurate 
8 heart to remain long ſo under his moving and au— 
» thoritative dilcoules, laid home 10 the conlcienca 
by the Sword of the Spirit, Which, like the flame- 
. ing Sword in Paradife, he turned every way 10 4 
. every heart, Andaccordingly, it was a rare thing 
” | {or him to preach a ſermon, without lending ſome 
1 away, either broken-hearted, rejoicing in God, or 
Þ increaled in the knowledge of the Cruciked, 
£ Towards the latter part of his progrels, the two 
1 laſt years of his life clpecially, the whole bent of 
% his ſoul, his reading, meditations, prayer, conver- 
Y lation and preaching, tended altogether, to the 
t deep things of God, the ſo perfectly oung Him, 
2 with ad the capacity of the foul, as the ſtate of 
iy humanity can admit. The entire ſalvation of 
i God, from all fin, to all the mind that was in F 
* Chriſt Jeſus, was now his conſtant and molt be- 
loved theme, both in public and private, And he 
10 omitted nothing which might either inform his 
_ Judgment, or aftett his own, or the hearts of 
el others, in reference to this moſt intereſting concern 


of the children of God. 


855 His thoughts on the head became therefore 
Ws throughly digeſted ; ſo that there was hardly an 
wy objettion which either Satan or men could bring 
a againſt it, for which he had not a convincing an- 
+ wer. His own heart-acquaintance therewith, will 
ar. be ſeen from the lubſequent account of his expe- 
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rience. The light which he had into the nature, 
and his fervent manner of enforcing the neceſſity 
of Chriſtian Holineſs, was one great means of en- 
kindling, in the hearts of many, that love to God 
and man, which has ſince his death increaſed abun- 
dantly, and ſtill burns (O may it ever burn!) 
amongſt us. Only ſuch as were experimental 
witneſſes of it, can rightly conceive the abilities 
with which God endowed him for this part of his 
Work; and the manner in which he 


With ſtrength and utterance from above 
Urged on the ſaints thro” grace forgiven, 
To ſcale the mount of holieſt love, 
To ſeize the brighteſt throne in heaven ! 


In all his diſcourſes on the ſubject, he as much 
as might be, avoided his own words, both in ex- 
plaining, and enforcing its nature, extent, and the 
means of attaining thereto, He did it in the words 
which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, explaining thoſe 
ſpiritual things, with ſpiritual words. 

He had not, it muſt be acknowledged, at leaſt 
he made but little uſe of the Art of preaching : 
not indeed that he was ignorant of ſuch Rules as 
Orators lay down for public difcourſes, His 
knowledge both of Logic and Rhetoric was far 
from being inconſiderable. He both read, and in 
ſome good degree, digeſted the principles of both, 
But the eagerneſs with which he proceeded in his 
work; and the rapid flow of his ſoul, ſending 
forth its good matter, not hike the diſtilling of 
a water-pot, but as a plentiful ſhower from the 
heavens, watering deep and wide all around, did 
not luffer him to attend, with exactneſs, to ſuch 


niceties in compoſition, or delivery: nay, even 


prevented that moderation, as to the length and 
manner of delivering his diſcourſes, which would 
have been much more ealy to himſelf, and to his 
audience, b 
ct 
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Yet afterwards, when the repeated advice of his 
friends, and the neceſſity of his conſtitution, obli— 
ged him to a more deliberate manner, fome alcribed 
it to his want of power, Such is the folly of many 
in their ſentiments with regard to this particular, 
How common is it to imagine, That the preſence 
and power of the Spirit of God, and that influence 
by which ſouls are awakened, juſtified, or built 
up in holineſs, depends upon the loudneſs of the 
Preacher's voice, the {wiftnels of his expreſſion, 
and the like; in other words, upon the ſtrength 
of a man's lungs, and it may be, it the allurance 
of his geſture and utterrance, As though notle, 
and animal activity ſhould be dignified with the 
names of Spirit and Power, and the want of them 
aſcribed to Dryneſs, Deadneſs and Formality! 
Strictly ſpeaking there is no neceſſary divine power 
in any man's manner of ſpeaking, whether loud or 
low, ſwift or loft, It us the Spirit that quickencth, 
and as he pleaſeth; and it may be queſtioned, 
whether elle&ts that have been ſometimes pro- 
duced, by a loud, vehement, and over-bearing 
manner of ſpeaking, were not in great meaſure 
merely animal, if not ſometimes of Satan him- 
ſelf, to caſt an odium upon the work of God, 

There may be often a ſtrong wind, an eartn- 
quake, and fire; but the Lord is in the fill ſmall 
voice, 1 Kings xix. 11, 12, His word, it is true, is 
a ſword, and a hammer, which wounds and 
breaks human hearts in pieces; and by how much 
any one's manner of ſpeaking contributes towards 
the fo doing, lo far it is to be commended, But 
confidered independently of this (which is too 
often the caſe) the loudneſs of a man's voice is in 
reality no better than the blowing of a trumpet, 
or the ſound of a drum. Not * might, or by 
power, but by my Spirit ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 

His ſermons were ſeldom leſs than an hour 
long, and yet, had in them ſuch an agreeable va- 
riety, that they were rarely tedious, unleſs to ſuch 


as wanted a favour for the things of God, 
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He was always at the concluſion, in a bath of 
ſweat, And the place of preaching, being often } 
at ſome diſtance from his lodging, his ſuddenly 
growing cold again, was one reaſon of the fevers 
which * had from time to time, during his whole 

liſe of public labour. 

He often reſolved before he began to preach, to 
reſtrain the rapidity of his ſpirit; but in vain: 

« The ſword (as he once ſaid to me, when ſpeaking 

to him on the head) being too keen for the ſcab- 

bard.” The fervor of his ſoul broke through all 

his reſolutions, rejoicing to ſpend, and to be ſpent 
for the Lord Jeſus ; but at the ſame time, cutting 
away the ſprings of his animal life, which although 

at the time, he had no apprehenſion of it, yet he 

felt it immediately afterwards, 

With regard to the manner of his preparing for þ 
lermons, he ſeemed to keep between the two ex 
tremes, of an enthuſiaſtic diſregard to all actual 
Pre on the one hand; and a merely dry 
cholaſtic compoſition on the other, To have no 
regard to the matter, and manner of his diſcourſes 
before hand, under the pretence of dependence 
upon Heaven, for immediate influence and utter- - 
ance, he judged to be rank enthuſiaſm ; and often, 
a cloke for a lazy, indolence of ſpirit ; on account 
of which, nonſenſe has been too often dignified 
with the ſacred names of Inſpiration and Power, 
And yet, on the-other hand, he judged it alike 

culpable, to truſt to mere dry human {kill, in fix- 
ing pon heads, and taking ſuch meaſures, as to 
preach often only ones ſelf, independent as it were, 
of the quickening, enlightening preſence of the 

Holy Ghoſt, without which all preaching and all 

hearing, are equally vain, ' 

He prayed and ſtudied, and ſtudied and prayed 
again, going always, (unleſs neceſlity prevented) 
from his cloſet, and off his knees, into the pulpit. 
But when he came there, he gave himſelf up 

| wholly into the hands of God, to be uſed by him, 
in all refpects, as might be moſt for his glory; 

ai! | n 
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And it was wonderful to ſec the good eſſects which 
were produced at thoſe times, by the words of 
God flowing from his lips, and entering into the 
heart; without indeed, the ornaments of ſtudied 
eloquence, but in their native majeſty and ſim- 

licity ; ſuch as they are in themſelves, and as he 
bimſelf reliſhed them. One circumſtance relating 
to his manner, was, that he almoſt always begun, 
and in general concluded his ſermons with a text 
of Scripture; but fo judicioully choſen, as ſeldom 
failed to touch the heart, and frequently to caſt 
light on the whole ſubject. 

One might eaſily gather from his way of preach- 
ing, how ſenſible he was of a miſtake in many 
Preachers, who content themlelves, ſuppoſing there 
be but Demonſttation in their ſermons; whereas 
if there be nothing more than this, it may 
indeed with truth he ſo far ſaid of the 
Preacher, thou preacheſt well; but what then? 
Who are quickened in their purſuit of God and 
heaven? Who hates his ſins? or who loves God 
the more for your diſcourſe ? Now where thele are 
nat to be found, may not a ſinner as well be 
hearkening to a Mathematician demonſtrating 
Euclid's Elements, as to a Preacher proving a Point 
of Chriſtianity ? 

It was far from ſatisfying him that his ſermons 
had in them ſufhcient Demonſtration, But Mill 
retaining in mind, What is the truc end of preach- 
ing, namely the bringing fouls acquainted with, 
and building them up in God; he rated, his ſer- 
mons accordingly: and for the more effectual 
promotion of this, he ſtudied to be well acquainted 
with all the motions of the human heart, pointing 
his diſcourſes there continually : laying bold, as 
it were, of its very inmoſt thoughts, and with the 
ſinner's own weapons, ſlaying the enemies of his 
ſalvation, He applied to the conſcience at every 
turn; and after having at any time demonſtrated a 

culiarly intereſting truth, of a general nature, 
E always took care to make it a perſonal thing, 


* 
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by queſtioning the heart of every one concerning 
their part therein, He frequently introduced, by 
way of companſon, many ot the incidental ogecur- 
rences in life, things reſpetting callinys, families, 
and a thouland little matters, by which the great 
concerns of the foul, and another world, entered 
more deeply and lentibly into the minds of the 
common people, I have heard a woman of known 
integrity (ay, that intending one evening to have 
his judgment, alter preaching, on ſeveral parti- 
culars, which were a weight to her ming he fo 
anticipated every objcttion, and anfwered them mm 
his ſermon, that ſhe needed no farther enquiry, 

It was very uſual with him in his ſermons, to 
propole and anſwer divers caſes of conſcience, 
which was often an inexpreſhible fatisfattion to 
many, In deſcribing of vices (for which he was 
eminently 1 he did not lo much dwell 
upon the vice utelt abltrattedly, as tofhew the per- 
lons to themſelves, who were guilty thereof; and 
repreſent the unavoidable danger of fuch as lived 
and died therein, It was not fo much Pride, 
Fnvy, Anger, Luft, Drunkenneſs, Swearing and the 
like, which he painted in their deteſtable nature, 
hut his drift was to deſcribe the Proud the Enwmous, 
the Angry, and the Luftful man; to alarm the 
drunkard, and the ſwearer, &c, as with the voice 
of thunder, to eſcape for their lives. The moſt 
guilty perſon can lit and hear his vice deſcribed 
with compoſure enough; but the conſcience of 
a ſinner cannot fo eaſily eſcape when the Preacher 
ſpeaking as it were to one perſon, (though without 
particularizing any) charges it home, 7hou art the 
man, It was in this way that his ſermons were 
by the grace of God, effeftual: to the awakening 
an converting of ſo many, | 

His whole life being one ſeries of holy living, 
preſerved his heart, like an everflowing foun- 
tain, which on every occaſion poured forth its 


Fruitful ſtreams of holy dottrine, and perſuaſive 
exhortation, It was ealy enough to diſcern, that 


he 
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he felt the things he delivered, He gave himſelf 
wholly to this one thing; and, which was the 
crowning glory of all, was himſelf a pattern of the 
truths he taught, 

Indeed this was firſt and laſt, his main concern, 
that while he miniſtered to the wants of others, he 
might not ſuſtain loſs in his own foul, It is a fear» 
ful caſe for a Preacher, to be only like a channel in 
a garden, through which the water runs to cool 
and moiſten the herbs and flowers, but not for its 
own uſe, This indeed is never the intention of 
God, concerning his Servants ; but men bring it 
upon themſelves through the abuſe of his favours, 
In this caſe, alas, more frequently than is commonly 
imagined, what is it but to build a fortune to 
others, upon the ruins of one's own houſe, 
while aſter preaching to others, thou thyſelf doſfi be- 


come a caſtaway, 


— _— 


un 


Of his frequent Sickneſs, the Exerciſes of his Mind 
therein, and the Improvement which he made 
thereof, 


H“ original conſtitution was ſtrong, and ſuch 
as, humanly ſpeaking, indicated health and 
long life. And the natural temperature of his 
body, ſeemed well calculated both for the ſervice 
of God, and his neighbour, 

But if his bones had been braſs, and his fleſh 
iron, they muſt have yielded to the violence 
which his labours offered to his conſtitution, He 
enjoyed good health ti]l about the nineteenth year 
of his age, which was the year of his converſion to 
God, But from the twentieth to the twenty-eighth, 
his liſe may be ſaid, to be no other than a lingering 
death; as he never was a whole day free from pain 
or weakneſs, 


A ſlow 
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A ſlow fever, and pain at his ſtomach were, for 
the moſt part, his companions, day and night, 
And the manner of his preaching, intenſe —_ 
little reſt, and frequent outward fatigues, brought 
him in a ſhort time to ſuch a habit of body, as me- 
dicines were never after able to remove, 'The 
fervor of his ſpirit in the cauſe of God, and he 
deep concern which he continually felt. for the 
ſalvation of ſinners, prevailed over all that pru- 
dence could diate, | 

Indeed it is ſurprizing, that conſidering his 
weakneſs and habitual diſorders, he could go 
through ſuch daily and nightly labours : nor can 
it be accounted for otherwile, than that the ſtrength 
of God was made perfett in his weaknels, + Some+ 
times (ſaid he) when I begin. the labour of love I 
am hardly able, either to walk or ſpeak ; but aſter 
I have laboured a while, I find new ſtrength, and 
am even better than when I begun!” 

As tothe uſe made of his 1lIneſſes, it will be 
beſt gathered from his on words. They are re- 
lated in the order of time in which they occured, 

„% Tueſday, Jan. 18, 1751. I preached on Matt, 
V. 3, but could not finiſh, being ſeized with an 
ague, Immediately I went to bed, I could reſt 
in the Will of God, being perſuaded it was for the 
better. True it is, that afſliftions arc not joyous, 
but grievous while they laſt, though afterwards 
they yield the 1 fruits bt xighteouſneſs, 
How great, O my Cod, are thy tender mercies to- 
wards me! If I had a thouſand tongues, I could 
not praiſe my God as he deſerves. He remembers 
me in the time of my trouble, and leaves not my 
ſoul comlortlels, Lord, there is nothing good in 
me, that thou ſhouldeſt ſo remember me. All is 
of thy free grace, O the raviſhing joy that ſcizes 
my heart, in meditating on the dying love of my 
Saviour! It raiſes me above all human things, and 


4 carries my ſoul deep into the myſteries of godli- 
neſs,” 
Yet 
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Yet two things he then eſpecially temarketl, 

iſt, How ſad an affair it is to leave the work of 
ſalvation to atime of ſickneſs, 4 Experience has 
{ſtrongly taught me, that if my peace was not made 
before ſuch an affliction (referring to a violent 
Fever, after which he wrote theſe words) as this 
was, it would never have been made; rather Dil- 
traftion would take up the time; and not Re- 
pentance, Look O Jeſus upon thoſe who are put- 
ting the evil day afar off,” 

2dly, That before each of his illneſſes, he had 
had remarkable diſplays of the Divine goodneſs. 
Thus he ſays, “I cannot but remark the exceeding 
goodneſs of God, for before my illneſſes for lome 
years paſt, he always gives me a clear manifeſtation 
of his love.” | 

The following account of himſelf was after a 
fever, which laſted nine and twenty days, at 7ir- 
relpaſt, in Ireland. 

1. ** I had no joy fortwenty days. The I 
of my ſickneſs and pain, preſled down my foul, 
Neither divine light nor love ſhone into my 
heart; yet I prayed often with freedom and fer- 
vor. 5 | 

2. I had no ſtrong temptations; no ſear of 
death, or hell; neither had 1 any dehre to dic, 
On the thirteenth day, I had an allurance, that I 
ſhould not die in Teyrelpaſs., My greateſt uneah- 
nels aroſe from the place where I lay, which was 
a narrow room, with a ſhop adjoining, Where was 
hurry and noiſe almoſt continually. This circum— 
ſtance often became a temptation to 1mpatience, 
But I cried unto the Lord and he made every 
thing more eaſv to me every day. 

g. About the twentieth day, my ſoul and bod 
much revived, I-could after a night of affliétion, 
rejoice in God, I experienced much of the love 
of Chriſt. But yet I felt. the Old Man. Alas! 
What an evil heart have I!. How hard is it to hum- 
ble me, and wean my: deſires from carth ? Lord, 
thou knowelt my heart and eins. And is it not 


* 
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my defire to love thee with all my ſoul, and ſerve 
thee with all my ſtrength? 


« Ts there a thing beneath the ſun 
That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare ? 
Ah, tear it thence, and reign alone 
The Lord of every motion there!“ 


4. © On the twenty-ſixth day, early in the 
morning, the gracious Lord repleniſhed my ſoul 
with his love, He poured out his Spirit upon me. 
The intercourſe was open between Heaven and my 
ſoul, I loved, and could pray for all the world, as 
for myſelf, O how does Eprin enlarge the heart! 
What flames of Divine charity. does he kindle 
there! The twenty-ſeventh day I had ſuch a ſenſe 
of the mercy of God, as quite overcame my foul, 
In the evening however, I felt a ſevere ſtruggle: 
but the bleſſed Spirit ſoon ſet my heart at liberty. 

„Lord, ſince it hath pleaſed thee, to ſpare me 
a little longer, make my life uſeſul. Let me 
be wholly given up to thee, and thy ſervice, 
that I may glorify thee, in all things, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, my deareſt Lord and Saviour, 

Amen,” 

It is eaſy to diſcern, as through the general tenor 
of his life, ſo eſpecially in thoſe times of ſickneſs, 
that his main concern reſpected the ſtate of his 
heart God-ward, He carefully attended to all its 
motions, and regarded its every alteration ; and he 
as freely owned whatever he found amiſs, as he 

| thankfully acknowledged the goodneſs of God to- 
wards him, | 

Times of fickneſs are always intended of God, 
to be times of much bleſhng, We want often 
what ſickneſs among other things implies, that is, 
neceſſary retirement ; which gives us opportunity 

of calling to remembrance, and as it were recapi- 
tulating our whole life. In the hurry of company 


and employments, it is: an eaſy matter to miſtake 
even 
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even ſlavery for freedom, to averlook our follies, 
and miſcal our vices; but ä 


A fick bed is a Doctor of the heart. 


Then, if ever perſons are obliged to attend to deli- 
berate reflection, the want of which is one great 
cauſe of the folly and extravagance of mankind, 
we know not, becauſe we do not confider, And how 
dreadful muſt the ſtate of that perſon be, who ſuf- 
fers the crowd of affairs, the noiſe of his paſſions, 
and the deluſions of the world, ro hinder him from 
thinking of his preſent real condition and latter 
end, Alas! 


„% How muſt a ſpirit, late eſcaped from earth, 

The truth of things new blazing in its eye, 

Look back, aſtoniſhed, on the ways of men, 
Whole lives' whole drift 1s to forget their graves,” 


Nothing can be more proper for a perſon wha 
walks upon the borders of eternity, than frequently 
to relinquiſh the hurry of buſineſs, in order deepl 
to conſider, and adjuſt the things that belong to his 
peace, And in order to this, how true is it, that 
to a mind intent upon its own improvement, ſoli- 
tude, whether of ſickneſs, or voluntarily choſen 
has charms incomparably more engaging, than the 
Entertainments preſented in the Theatre, or the 
Honours conferred in the r bye —t 

Times of ſickneſs are likewiſe often times of 
ſore temptation, The enemy taking advantage of 
the — — powers of the mind, endeavours to 
ſerve himſelf in our low eſtate ; at leaſt to perplex, 
if he can do nothing worſe, Then, if ever, does he 
caſt in his fiery darts, and aſk, Where is now thy God? 
And ſo this Servant of God found it in a meaſure, 
with reſpect to both the bleſſings, and the trials of 


ſickneſs. What follows. may be conſidered as an 
inſtance. 


1 6 Limerick, 
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« Limerick, Oftober 28, 1755, I was ſeized 
with a ſever, which conhned me to my room till 
Friday, November 7, and ſhall remark the follow- 
ing particulars : 

« iſt, I examined myſelf what might be the 
cauſe of this illneſs; but could not diſcern any 
thing in particular, I ſaw indeed that many of m 
tempers, words and actions were not truly holy, 
I was aſhamed of my beit performances, 1 
faw my beſt living as a mere blot; yet the 
guilt of no particular ſin lay upon my conſci- 
ence, 

© 2dly, I was more ſubjeR to temptation in this 
ficknels than uſual: not indeed to repine at my 
illneſs: but I had ſpiritual conflifts, wreſtlings 
againſt Principalities and Powers, againſt the Rulers 
of the Darkneſs of this World ; againſt wicked 
Shirits in high Places. The third day, which was 
Thurſday, October go, I had the ſoreſt conflict 
that ever I felt. I was ſuddenly ſeized in body, 
and amazed in mind, I thought every moment 
would have been my laſt, [ had a vehement 
thirſt, My tongue was dry and turgid. And my 
ſoul wasin an agony. 1 was overwhelmed with 
fear, ſorrow, and fote affliction, 

& All the ſins of my life paſſed before me, but 
eſpecially thoſe which were fince I preached the 
Goſpel, I ſaw, and felt myſelf hell-deſerving; 
that I was nothing, and could do no good work 
before God, I was really yon in ſuch a degree 
as I never felt before. was fiript, humbled, 
emptied, laid open, confounded and afraid of 
God's judgments ; though not afraid of the Devil 
or Hell. Nay, I all the while knew I had re- 
demption in the blood of Jeſus, and that all my fins 
were forgiven. Who can underſtand ? Only ſuch 
as have felt the ſame.” 

The life of this Servant of God was, from the 
time of his converſion, remarkably ſair, without ble- 
miſh, and was one ſeries of endeavour to * vis 
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God alone. Yet now, when God for wile ends, 
had let him ice what he had been in himſelf, lay- 
ing Judgment to the line, and Righteouſneſs to the 
flummet, how infupporteble was the ſight ! 

% gdly, In the midſt of my troubles, I had li- 
berty in prayer. My underſtanding and memory 
3 with me, and abundance of ſpiritual 
maiters were ſuggeſted to my mind, Even paſſages 
of Scripture, that I never uſed before, were 
brought to me in prayer, I was alarmed in ev 
part, and cried mightily to God, I cried to all 
about me to pray for me, Surely they ſaw the 
bitterneſs of my foul, May God remember them 
for good! fwho then ſympathized with me in my 
trouble, 

„ qthly, It left me gradually, and without any 
ſenſible joy. Peace and confidence aroſe by de- 

rees in my ſpirit. The extremity of the com- 
= laſted about a quarter of an hour, Itjuſtthen 
occurred to me, that ſome days before, I heard 
Jeſus as it were, ſpeak and ſay to me, Satan hath 
defired to have thee, that he may ſift thee as wheat; 
but 1 have | raged for thee, that thy Faith may not 
fail, And now I fully underſtood it. 

„ 5thly, 1 felt, (and might it not be the deſign 
of God in the whole?) that the Name of Jeſus 
alone could avail to bring me to God, I had ſuch 
a deep ſenſe of this, as I never had before. I had 
beſides, extraordinary evidence of the eternal 
Power and Godhead of Chriſt Jeſus, In all my 
illneſſes this truth has been wonderfully revealed to 
me, both by the external evidence of holy Writ, 
and the internal evidence of the holy Spirit, 
None of the prayers which I made ule of, fo 
foiled and drove away Satan, as © Jeſus, Son of the 
living God, have mercy upon, and ſave me from 
this hour.“ Likewiſe the fifty-third of Iſaiah, the 
twenty-third of Jeremiah, and the fixteenth of St. 
Matthew, with much of the Revelation, came into 

| I 2 my 
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my mind: and my prayers were made up chiefly 
of paſſages from theſe places. I cried out, when 
I thought I ſhould ſpeak no more, and ſaid, Lord, 
I have truſted in thee, and I believe thou wilt raiſe 
me up at the laſt day, 

© I had at the ſame time, moſt earneſt deſires to 
be made holy, I ſaw more clearly than ever the 
nature and neceſſity of Perfect Love; and was 
fully | perſuaded of the neceſlity of preaching 
Chriſtian Perfection, and of declaring; that all is 
of Grace. | 

« bthly, For four or five days, after it was over, 
I had much of the preſence of God, and of 
Chriſt, Many Scripture Truths were revealed to 
me, and ſtrong aſſurances, that God would ſpare 
me a little longer, to preach His Goſpel to 
the ignorant, and them that are out of the 
way, and to help forward the Faith of his 
children, 

„% J write this account November 8, 1755, 
being pretty free from bodily pain, at peace with 
God, and all mankind, and determined to live 
wholly to the glory of God; to be a Servant of all, 
giving my life, time, and ſtrength, with every 
other talent entruſted to me, to God, and the 
Church, which my dear Jeſus purchaſed with his 
Blood. To him, with the Almighty Father, and 
Eternal Spirit, be aſcribed the Kingdom, Power, 
and Glory, for ever, and to Eternity,” 

The very dayon which he wrote theſe reflections, 
and the firſt of his going out, after this illneſs, it 
being a day appointed for Faſting and Prayer, to 
avert the Judgment of God, which ſeemed im- 
pending over thele nations; he was taken in a 
chair to the Preaching-houle, and preached for a 
full hour, “having (as he expreſſes it) a deep ſenſe 
of the Majeſty of God, and joyful confidence, 
that he would defend the real Iſraelites from the 
impending evil,” 
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The frequent experience which he had of re- 
markable eſcapes from diſorders, which threatened 
him with a ſudden removal hence, and theſe in 
times of preaching eſpecially, made it a frequent 
expreſſion with him, + When I am weak, then I. 
am hong.“ 

« When one knows (ſaid he, on another of theſe 
occaſions) that God is for him, that he has 71 
tion in the Blood of Chriſt, then whetherhe be rich, 
or poor, in ſickneſs or in health, he is happy, and 
can rejoice. Have 1 recovered my ſtrength ? And 
am I freely forgiven my former ping es? Does 
the Spirit of God dwell in my heart? And can I 
by Faith behold a reconciled God ? Well, then 
welcome ſickneſs, contempt, poverty, and death. 
If I meet with wordlv troubles, 'tis to make my 
crown the brighter, If I ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake, 
happy am I. If I bear the Croſs, I ſhall wear 
the Crown, Is my budy cold ? I am warmed with 
the flames of {acred Love; naked? I have a co- 
vering of wrought gold, the Righteouſneſs of my 
Saviour! Hungry? I have meat to cat the world 
knoweth not of, the hidden Manna, the Bread of 
Life, Let me ſufter then with Chriſt, Men may 
kill my body; but it would only ſend me ſooner to 
Heaven.” 

The following inſtance, the laſt 1 ſhall mention 
on this head, is the rather inſerted, becauſe in it 
may be ſeen a true picture of the Man, from the 
pourings out of his own heart, It was at Briſtol, 
after recovering from a dangerous fever, | 

For three days laſt paſt, I had much converſe 
with God, and vehement deſires to live wholly to 
his glory. I have enquired into the reaſon of 
this affliction, and think, God did it to humble 
me, that I might not be puffed up with the praiſes 
of the people. They cannot indeed too much ad- 
mire the truths of God, nor be too thankful to 
him for them. But the danger was, leſt I ſhould 
think myſelf ſomebody : yet I cannot lay to my 
own charge the dchre of applauſe, neither did 

13 I find 
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my mind: and my prayers were made up chiefly 
of paſſages from theſe places. I cried out, when 
thought I ſhould ſpeak no more, and ſaid, Lord, 
I have truſted in thee, and I believe thou wilt raiſe 
me 1 at the laſt day. | 
I had at the ſame time, molt earneſt defires to 
be made holy, I ſaw more clearly than ever the 
nature and neceſſity of Perfect Love; and was 
fully perſuaded of the neceſſity of preaching 
Chriſtian Perfection, and of declaring; that all is 
of Grace. | 

„% bthly, For four or five days, after it was over, 
I had much of the preſence of God, and of 
Chriſt, Many Scripture Truths were revealed to 
me, and ſtrong aflurances, that God would ſpare 
me a little longer, to preach His Goſpel to 
the ignorant, and them that are out of the 
way, and to help forward the Faith of his 
children, | | 

« J write this account November 8, 1755, 
being pretty free from bodily pain, at peace with 
God, and all mankind, and determined to live 
wholly to the glory of God; tobe a Servant of all, 
giving my life, time, and ſtrength, with every 
other talent entruſted to me, to God, and the 
Church, which my dear Jeſus purchaſed with his 
Blood. To him, with the Almighty Father, and 
Eternal Spirit, be aſcribed the Kingdom, Power, 
and Glory, for ever, and to Eternity.” 

The very dayon which he wrote theſe reflections, 
and the firſt of his going out, after this illneſs, it 
being a day appointed for Faſting and Prayer, to 
avert the Judgment of God, which ſeemed im- 
pending over thele nations; he was taken in a 
chair to the Preaching-houſe, and preached for a 
full hour, “having (as he expreſſes it) a deep ſenſe 
of the Majeſty of God, and joyful confidence, 

that he would defend the real Iſraelites from the 
impending evil.“ 
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The frequent experience which he had of re- 
markable eſcapes from diſorders, which threatened 
him with a ſudden removal hence, and theſe in 
times of preaching eſpecially, made it a frequent 
expreſſion with him, When I am weak, then I. 
am ſtrong.” 

« When one knows (ſaid he, on another of theſe 
occaſions) that God is for him, that he has {ge 10 4h 
tion in the Blood of Chriſt, then whether he be rich, 
or poor, in ſickneſs or in health, he is happv, and 
can rejoice, Have I recovered my ſnag ? And 
am I freely forgiven my former treſpaſſes? Does 
the Spirit of God dwell in my heart? And can I 
by Faith behold a reconciled God ? Well, then 
welcome ſickneſs, contempt, peverty, and death. . 
If I meet with wordly troubles, 'tis to make my 
crown the brighter, If I ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake, 
happy am I. If I bear the Croſs, I ſhall wear 
the Crown, Is my budy cold ? I am warmed with 
the flames of ſacred Love; naked? I have a co- 
vering of wrought gold, the Righteouſneſs of my 
Saviour! Hungry? I have meat to cat the world 
knowe'h not of, the hidden Manna, the Bread of 
Life, Let me ſuffer then with Chriſt, Men may 
kill my body; but it would only ſend me ſooner to 
Heaven.” 

The following inſtance, the laſt 1 ſhall mention 
on this head, is the rather inſerted, becauſe in it 
may be ſeen a true picture of the Man, from the 
pourings out of his own heart, It was at Briſtol, 
after recovering from a dangerous fever, 

For three days laſt paſt, I had much converſe 
with God, and vehement deſires to live wholly to 
his glory. I have enquired into the reaſon of 
this affliction, and think, Ged did it to humble 
me, that I might not be puffed up with the praiſes 
of the people. They cannot indeed too much ad- 
mire the truths of Gad, ner be too thankful to 
him for them. But the danger was, leſt I ſhould 
think myſelf ſomebody : yet I cannot lay to my 
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I find it lift me up: on the contrary, it often 
made me aſhamed, knowing my own vilenels, 
and how little I either ſuffered or did for God, 

„% And iruly I was never more lenſible of my 
way eee than Jam at this hour. 1 bluſh 
to fee and hear how others live, and have lived; 
and at how low a rate I yet live, But above all, 
when I conlider the Life of the Holy Jeſus, 0 
how far ſhort do I come! I am not entirely dead 
to myſelf, I am not altogether free from aflettion 
to creatures, I cannot rejoice equally to ſufler, 
as to he comforted, I fpeak words I ought 
not. I ſpend ſome minutes unprofitably, In 
ſhort, I do not love God, or my Neighbour as ! 
ought, 

„O, was it not for Free Grace, and the Blood 
of Sprinkling, where ſhould 1 appear ! But thou 
knoweſt my defhire, Thou knowelt, there has 
never heen a Saint upon earth whom I do not de- 
fire to reſemble, in doing and fuffering thy whole 
will, I would walk with thec, my God, as Enoch 
did, I would follow thee to a land unknown, as 
Abraham did. I would renounce all for thee, as 
did Moſes and Paul, I would, as did Stephen, ſeal 
thy Truth with my Blood! 

Is not this the deſite of my foul, O my Sa— 
viour ? O, give me power; give grace and con- 
flancy, For unleſs thou helpeſt, all my longings 
and praying will prove fruitleſs, But if thou wa- 
tereſt theſe plants, of thine own planting, this 
2 (hall become a great tree, and my {oul ſhall 

e (wallowed up in thee my Lord God! 

« Jeſus was my comfort, and my joy, my life, 
and my ſtrength. O, if I had not Jeſus for my 
help, 1 ſhould be miſerable, But fince I have 
thee, my Lord, I am happy in thele my afllictions. 
The lovely ſmiles of thy countenance, which 
ſhine with glory, revive and raiſe me, O, Divine 
Love! What haſt thou done for me a poor ſinner! 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all his 
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« O that my ſoul was looſened from this body, 
that I might aſcend the holy hill of the Lord! 
My Jeſus, when ſhall I behold thee face to face! 
O that this ſeparate wall was broken down, this 
partition taken away, and that I could even now 
enter into the celeſtial courts, there to ſing evers- 
_— hallelujahs to my Lord, God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, Amen!“ 


.C H A of X. 


lis Temptations, Conflifts, and various Exerciſes 
of Soul. 


ONCERNING the variety of inward exer— 

ciſes and conlliéts, which he went through 
ſrom firſt to lalt, he often took notice that they 
were greateſt on the Lord's-Day; and fays, 
« Lord, I am more afflifted on thy day, than on 
any other, Thou knoweſt the caule, If it be 
the enemy that alllifts me, do thou 1cbuke him: 
let him have no power over my body or ſoul, 
And O zwe me thy meek, and long-luftering 
mind, to bear whatſoever burden thou nermitteſl 
to come upon me. 

He oblerves likewiſe, © When I have moſt life 
and power in preaching, then the Devil and Sin 
muſter all their force, and thruſt ſore at me. 
But hitherto God has prelerved me, both from 
the great offence, and from milery and dejethtion,”” 

The inſtances of the feſiſtence he found in the 
time of preaching, from 'invitible powers, were 
highly remarkable, And are perhaps beſt ac- 
counted for from 2 Cor, xii, 7, Ile has ſometimes 
ftarted in amaac, at horrible injethions, concernin 
God, or Chriſt, or ſome fundamental Article of 
the Chriſtian Religion; even then, while he has 
been powerfully alerting, proving, and enforcing 
it. I have often heard him ſay, that there was 
not a ſingle divine Truth, in which he was then 
FIT i cltabliſhed, 


104 In LIVE AND DFATH 


eſtabliſhed, for which he had not ſought, refilling 
as it were unto blood, For he would take nothing 
upon truſt ; nor lee with the eyes of others, He 
derived his ſentiments frum the fountain-head, 
His belt things came from God in the way of 
labour and ſtriving. 

He has been ſometimes deprived of the uſe of 
ſome of his fenles, during the very time of 
preaching : once in e May 1751, In the 
mid(t of his diſcourſe, he, in an inſtaent, loſt his 
cye-Higlit, and lell back in the pulpit, vet retaining, 
duting the whole time, the perſel ue Of his un— 
derftanding: he however, ſoon recovered, and 
finiſhed the fermun, He believed, and was not 
conlounded, 

« I know the devil hates me,” was a frequent 
laying with him on theſe occahons: and often 
when he has been diſturbed in the filence of the 
night, in ways more than natural; well knowing 
the caule, he has, with much confidence, in 
the name of Jelus commanded the adverlary 
to he gone; and found it always according to his 
taith, 

Riding one day with a friend, and talking as 
he was wont, of the goodnels of God, and of the 
eonfidence which he tound in him, that he would 
prelerve him unto everlaſting lfe.-———— Juſt 
then, faid he, my horſe, on a plain place, threw 
me over his head. As I came to the ground, it 
way, 4s 1t were, founded in my ears, “„ Will you 
truſt God now PP”! Yes, I lard, for ever! Through 
the mercy of the Lord I was nat hurt. I ſaw an 
enemy had done it, I was thankful, and felt no 
contrary emotion in my heart,” 

One particular which ought perhaps to be re- 
duced to this head, and which to lome, no doubt, 
will appear flingular, was a frequent, painful, ap- 

0 why which he had of dying, Tue thought 
of diffolution had always in it, ſomething terrible 
to his nature. And what renders it the more ob- 
ſexvable is, That it was lo, even at thole times, 
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when, he could truly triumph in Chriſt, knowing in 
whom he had believed, and that he ſhould be with 
lim for ever, Of this we have the following ac- 
count from Himſelf, | | 

„Sat. Decem. 1, 1733, Aſter preaching 1 ſtu- 
died cloſely till ten, found infinite ſweetneſs 
in God; and much power breathed into my foul 
after all the mind of Chrift, At preſent I am 
tempted wy with the fear of death, I belicye 
my pardon is fealed by the Blood of the Covenant, 
I have no fear of hell, And yet I am forcly ap- 
prehenſive of death,” Again, | 

% Monday 22, I was this day, as I have been 
frequently of late, mich perplexed at the thought 
of dying, I believe my Redecmer liveth, and 
that I have an intereſt in his blood, and yet, not- 
withſtanding, I am ſore amazed at the thought of 
diſſolution,” | 

To a perſon indeed at reſt in his poſſeſſions ; 
Eccleſ. xli. 1, One to whom this world is all, 
and in whom gatety well nigh forgets it is to 
dic; it is not to be wondered at that death ſhould 
be terrible, 

Nay, that ſuch as fear God, yet have not the 
faith which is the victory, ſhould ſhudder at 
the thought of death, is not ſo much to be won- 
dered at, But that true believers, in whom are 
ſound both the witneſs and the fruits of the 
Spirit, ſhould have any uneaſy apprehenſions of 
putting off this tabernacle ; is not a thing lo eaſily 
accounted for, on the Maxims of the Goſpel, 

But may not the uncomfortable -apprehenſions 
which he ſometimes felt, even till near his end, 
in regard of dying, be aſcribed, chiefly, to the un- 
ulual permiſſion of God to Satan, to exerciſe him 
in this manner ? | 

[ ſhall conclude this chapter with a few other 
e relating to this head of trials, taken 
rom his own move & 

© This day 1 was ſorely tempted. Satan threw 
many of his „er darts at me, I never _—_ 
uch 
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ſuch agony in reſiſting blaſphemous pony ing I 
cried unto the Lord, and he delivered me 

„In the evening (not of the ſame day) I was in 
pou diſtreſs. My ſoul was much weighed down, 

felt grievous horror in my ſpirit, and yet I was 
reſolved, although the Lord ſhould ſlay me, to 
truſt in him, In the very hour that I came to 
this reſolution, my burden was removed, 

« This day, (April 1754) I had converſation 
with ſome chriſtian friends, conceining temp- 
tations, and the general experience of the ſaints, 
And however Satan may be permitted to trouble 
their body or ſoul, I always believed that Cod 
doth not hide his face, unleſs to puniſh us for 
commiſſion of ſin, or omiſſion of duty, And 
the more I meditate upon this ſubjett, the 
more abundantly I am confirmed in my judgment, 

„% I had moſt ſevere temptations this day, Sore 
conflicts with the devil.” Again, 

« Thurſday 21, I had a moſt miſerable night, 
Sometime after I went to bed, I was lorely al- 
ſaulted of the devil. I attempted to compoſe my. 
ſelf, but alas, could not. I was ſuddenly ſeized 
with a weakneſs, and cold ſweat. My heart failed 
me, My ſoul was afflicted; my (ſpirit was grieved, 
and fore vexed, The eye of my faith was 
darkened: the ſenſe of God's love departed; and 
the anger of the Lord ſeemed revealed towards 
me, I could ſee nothing but thick darkneſs, and 
hear nothing but thunderings from Sinai“ It 
ſeemed to me, as though there was a Rruggie be. 
tween Juſtice and Mercy concerning me, But al- 
though I was in ſuch confuſion and perplexity, | 
| ſaw that Mercy got the victory, and triumphed 

over Judgment, x 

66 My ſtrength ſo failed me, that it ſeemed as 
though I had not an hour to live. I roſe however, 
and dreſſed myſelf; but could r pray one 
word, I cried Mercy! Mercy! ercy] , 1 


. ſtretched myſelf upon the floor, and could weep 
only a few tcars, I had gone through fore ou 
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and darkneſs before this time : but ſuch a night as 
this, I never had before (and O my God, may 1 
never fee ſuch another.) After being for ſome 
time on the floor, I got up and walked a little 
about the toom; and then threw mylelf upon my 
kne*s, Being a little revived, 1 ent to bed 
again, During the little while 1 ſlept, I had be- 
ſore me the cauſe of my trouble, I ſoon got up, 
and my head was now as water, and my cyes a 
fountain of tears, 

« My conhdence returned, fo that I could look 
up, and believe that the Lord was mine, I went 
and preached on Zach, iv. 27. Who art thou O 
great Mountain? before Zerubbabel thou ſhalt be- 
come a plain, and he ſhall bring forth the head- 
ſtone thereof with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, Grace 
unto it,” And my foul was humbled to the dull, 
My praying and preaching was from my very 
heart, Let it be for ever remembered, to the ho- 
nour of the Great God, and my Saviour Chriſt, 
that I was not ſuffered to be long in this con- 
dition, In about half an hour, I received ſome 
confidence, and in the morning my fanth was 
increaſed, 

« Let it be alſo remarked, that the Scripture 
Promiſes were of great comfort to me, particularly 
1 John ii. 2, 3. And likewiſe the words of our 
Lord to Peter, Luke xvii, g, 4, for I was ſure he 
would be a great deal more merciful than what he 
even required of Peter. Moreover, I na my 
Bible on theſe words, IIa. Ix. 19, 20, which were 
applied with L to my ſoul; as was allo, Job 
x1, 13. 19. Glory, Honour, Praiſe, Worſhip, and 
Dominion be aſcribed unto thee, O Lord! Ye An- 
gels of God, bleſs him on my behalf! Let all in 
heaven and all in earth join to worſhip the Triune 
God, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt!” The ſol- 
lowing was ſome time aſter, 

90 Tueſday, 21, 1 had a forrowſul morning, 
My ſoul was in heavineſs through manifold temp- 
tations, The enemy came upon me in my =; 
an 
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and grigved my, ſoul, Although I had joy at 
night, yet ſorrow attended me in the morning. 
I had intended to have preached on the Beatitudes; 
but finding myſelf full of troubles and temptations, 
I changed my purpole, and preached from Heb, 
Iv. 14—16. O my God, muſt I periſh? Halt 


thou brought me thus far, and ſhall I be caſt off? 


O, forbid it Saviour, Forſake not the work of 
thine own hands. Come and deſtroy the works of 
the Devil! My God, my God, do not forlake me, 
Thou knoweſt that fin is hateful to me, Have I not 
alove to Righteouſneſs? Do not my foul and fleſh 
cry out for the living God? Am I not willing to 
even through the fire, rather than offend 
thee? Why then ſhould the enemy prevail 
againſt me? 
fleſus haſt thou not bought my foul? Am not 
I thine ? O. that my head were waters, O that I 
could weep tears of blood: Lord God let not thy 
loving kindneſs depart from me, Where art thou 
Jeſus, thou Son of God ! My great High-prieſt, 
where is thy atoning Blood ? Where is he that was 
tempted in all points like unto me ? Is there no 
help for me in my God ? Why art thou caſt down 
O my Soul? O that I could yield my laſt breath, if 
nothing elſe will end the ſtriſe ! Oh! the languiſh- 
ments of my ſoul for an abſent God! How does 
my ſpirit faint within me! How do I pine! 0 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, ariſe upon me with healing 
in thy wings, Come Lord Jeſus, O come, and 
ſave me for thy Mercy's ſake, Where are *#he 
ſoundings of thy bowels! Doſt thou not ſee my 
labouring breaſt ? Is not my pain worſe than even 
ſtrangling ? Return O Lord, ſee my gaſping, long- 
ing, aching heart, Am 1 not an ohjek of pity? 
Have I not need of thee! Now anſwer me by 
fire ! Get thyſelf the victory! I want the Seal of 
thy Spirit, the earneſt of my IIlcaven!“ 78 
Ihe Lord did hear his prayer. 1 find it added 


ſoon alter.“ O how plentifully did the Lord” 
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ur his love and conſolation into my ſoul. I am 
amazed at the goodneſs and long-ſuffering of God 
towards me. And I obſerve in general, that after 

reat heavineſs and conflifts, come extraordinary 
joy and conſolation, O may I huſband well this 
precious gift of God! 


ͤ—— 


CHAP, XI. 


Of has Communion with God, 


Sen this head, is comprehended the whole 
of his Conduct and Experience as a Chriſtian, 
conſidered in his 2 capacity. And for this 
eſpecially, we are furniſhed with the moſt ample 
materials, both from the general tenor of his con- 
verſation, and from the memorials of himſelf, con- 
tained in his Diary. 

He truly lived for this One Thing, All his 
actions and employments had this ſingle tendency; 
and he conſidered every thing elle, with reference 
thereto: making his eſtimate of the good or evil 
of every intention, action, exerciſe, and under- 
taking, according as it tended to promote, or hin- 
der this beſt of purſuits, and nobleſt enjoyment of 
the human ſoul. Without regarding the incli- 
nations of Nature, he embraced or rejected every 
thing with a view altogether to the promotion of 
the — and happy fellowſhip of his ſoul, with 
1 er, and with his Son Felus Chriſt, 

ſum of Chriſtian, Scriptural Perſection is, 

That being ſaved from all our enemies, (that is 

ſins, including all wrong tempers, as well as words, 

and aftions,) we love God with all the powers of 

the ſoul, and ſerve him, with the whole capacity 

of both our ſoul and * 1 And whoever has at- 

tained to this, (which whoſo denies the poſſibility 

of, rejetts the Word of God) is a . man, ac» 

cording to the Scripture; manifold infirmities, 

N connected with a dying body notwith- 
Handing. ; 
* R This 
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This Servant of God had his infirmities, which 
often made him weep in ſectet places, And yer, 
ſo powerfully did the Grace of our Lord work in 
him to the deſtruttion of fn; and to ſuch a da- 

ree of vittory did he attain over himſelf, the 
old, and Satan, that, ta many, he ſeemed more 
than human; being in truth a nan of another world, 
in whom dwelt richly the Spirit of the living God, 

To luch as were witnelles of his fervent zeal, 
mighty prayer, Heady ferionifnels, and habitual 
heavenly-mindednels, | ſhall not wonder if all that 
follows, ſeems far ſhot of a full deſcription of 
him. And yet, I am aware on the other hand, that to 
many others, it may all have the air of mere ideal 
flight to perlons, who cold theinlelves, think 
ardor comes from hell, 

The deep and 1 acquaintance with God, to 
which'he attained, was in truth beyond that which 
the generality of Chriſtians arrive at; although 
all are, without doubt, equally entitled thereto, 
He truly put off the Ol Man with his deeds, and 
became renewed in the ſpirit of his mind, He fully 
experienced the lignihcancy of thule words, Sin 
hall not have dominion over you. And he that hath 
ſuffered in the fleſh, hath ceafed from fin, As allo, 
ye are dead ; and he that is dead, i freed from fin, 
And from hence it ws, that there appeared 
throughout his whole carriage, fuch fruit unto ha— 
linels; acceptable fruits of Righteouſneſs, to the 
glory of God, In him might be ſeen, how great 
things God dgth for his children, who fimply 
follow him, even im this World: no leſs than 
making them complete before him in love, That 
being perſekt and entire, lacking nothing, they 
might anticipate, that eternal life, which 14 with the 
Father and the Son, | 

My firſt acquaintance with him begun ſoon after 
the mercy of (God had ſtirted me up to ſeek his 
face, From a ſtudious regard to the holy Scrip- 
tutes, it was ſoon given me to underſtand, what 
manner of perſon a Chriſtian approved of God 

muſt 
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mult be ; and theneeforward, 1 both read, converſed 
and thought of little elſe, In him 1 fam clearly, what 
till then {had only conrerved ys n. iny conceptions 
were iruly exemplified, Much had been reported 
both of the gifts and graves, with which our Lord 
had enriched Mr, Walſh; yet, with the utmoſt 
truth it is ſpoken, I found in him much more than 
I had either conceived or heard, Nor did the 
long intimacy with him, with which I was aſter- 
wards privileged, alter, in the leaſt, my ſentiments, 
There 1s much truth in the obſervation, that it is 
dangerous to hp in mot men below the ſurface, 
leſt our curiohty fhovuld rob us of our good opinion 
of them, But it was not ſo with him; the more 
thoroughly he was known, the more one could 
not but admire hum: ſo powerfully did the grace 
of God work in his foul, 

It might he thought tedious, minutely to de- 
ſcribe all the particular graces, which adorned his 
life, And indeed to conceive of the excellencies 
which appeared in him, they need not be attended 
10, one by one, But he walked befare God in ſuch 
a manner, as abundantly included them all, He 
was a perſon of a ſurprizing greatneſs of ſoul, for 
which the whole circumference of created good, 
was far, ſar too little: he found in God 


„That 8 ſtil!, which prompts the eternal 
ſig 
For which we beat to live, nor ſear to die,” 


The love of Jeſus filled up in his ſoul, that 
mighty void, which this whole creation leaves in 
human hearts, 

His exaftneſs in all thoſe particulars, which 
comprize men's duty to God, their neighbour and 
themſelves was fuch, that it would be eaſy to ſwell 
this Chapter, by enlarging on each of them, to an 
enormous ſize, But paſling over the greater part, 
I ſhall only point out a few particulars, relating 

K 2 chiefly 
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chiefly to his internal ſtate, and more ſecret car- 
riage towards God, which were within my own 
certain notice: referring the Reader for a larger, 
and more ſatisſactory picture of him, to the fol- 
lowing Collection from his Diary: in which are 
reprelented thoſe ſecret tranſactions of God upon 
his ſoul, to which himſelf alone could be privy, 
and in which I judge the life of this kind of Hiſ- 
tory conſiſts. 


he particulars I premiſe are, 
I. His Prayer. 


From the earlieſt dawn of the Grace of God in 
his ſoul, to which he attended, he was ſingularly 
remarkable for conſtancy and importunity in 
prayer, He was earlier a Wreſtler with God, and 
provatieg to the obtaining that eminency in the 

nowledge of God, for which he was apprehended 
of Chriſt, and which is here related in part, The 
more he got acquainted with divine things, the 
more did he increaſe in this ſoul-enriching exer- 
ciſe.“ „ He that has never prayed, can never 
conceive; and he that has prayed as he ought, 
can never forget, how much is to be gained by 
prayer,” 5 

Beſide the daily and public pouring out of his ſoul 
in general interceſſion, and occaſional addreſſes to 
God in behalf of needy ſouls, (groaning under the 
guilt of fin, or body of corruption, or whatever 
cauſe) who often came to him for that purpoſe ; 
he had his own ſtated times for approaching God 
in ſecret; in which it was far from ſuffic ing, barely 
to preſent himſelf, and wait, whether in ſilence, or 
in diſcourle before the Lord. He accounted the 
work {till to do, unleſs he felt his ſpirit aſſected 
with ſentiments ſuitable to his condition; whether 
of holy mourning, ſelf-reprehenſion, recovery, or 
increaſe of peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt or 
ſome eſtabliſhment in Faith, Meekneſs, Patience, 
Hope, or Love, : 
Praying 
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Praying with all Prayer, ſeemed the buſineſs of 
his life; for the doing of which, he waited nei- 
ther for poſtures, times, or places, 

Proſtrate upon his face, kneeling. ſtanding, walk- 
ing, eating; in every poſture, and in every place 
and condition, he was a man mighty in prayer. In 
ſleep itſelf, to my certain knowledge, his ſoul went 
out Cant. v. 2,) in groans, and 8 and tears to 
God. His heart having attained ſuch a habit of 
tendency to its Eord, could then only give over, 
when it cealed to beat, 

The enjoyments of the divine ſweetneſs, which 
God imparted to him in ſecret, and the nearneſs of 
acceſs to the Divine Majeſtv, with which he was 
favoured, were indeed amazing, and much bet- 
ter felt than they can be expreſſed. He has 
been ſometimes, as it were, loſt in gloricus 
abſence, on his knees, with his face Heaven» 
ward, and arms claſped round his breaſt : in 
fuch compoſure, that ſcarcely could one hear him 
fo much as breathe. 

His foul ſeemed abſorbed in God, and enjoyed a 
calmneſs and tranſport, which cannot eafily 
be expreſt, From the ſercnity, and ſome- 
thing reſembling ſplendor, which appeared on his 
countenance, and in all his geſtures afterwards, 


one might eaſily diſcover, what he had been about. 
Yes, 


A ſoul in commerce with her God is heaven, 
Feels not the tumults and the ſhocks of life ; 
The whirls of paſſions, and the ſtrokes of heart. 
Prayer ardent opens heaven, lets down a ſtream 
Of glory on the conſecrated hour 

Of man in audience with the Deity ! 


It was efpecially towards the concluſion of his 
Lord's work, that he was favoured with ſuch near 
fellowſhip with him, He approached the Throne 
of Grace with much reverential boldneſs, believing, 
5 wo = oy that 
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that whatever he aſked, he ſhould have the peti- 
tions he aſked for ; the holy Spirit making inter- 
ceſſion in his heart, according to the will of God, 
And to luch a degree of conhidence in him, did he 
arrive, that in the greateſt ſtraits of his life (and 
he met with ſome things which came home to him) 
he was more than kept up ; fo that he ſeemed to 
fear nothing, even where to all human apprehen- 
ſion, every thing was to be feared, He o aban- 
doned himſelf to God, in the diſcharge of his 
duty, that his very friends were ſometimes ready to 
charge him with 4 little raſh or imprudent, 
Although he endeavoured to uſe his underſtandin 
as far as it would go; yet ating in view of thoſe 
things which are not ſeen, he was not {0 attentive to 
the decurums among men, as mere human prudence 
would have diftated, Andin reality it is a truth 
which is leained from experience, and confirmed 
by numbetlete examples, that whoever would do 
much for God, ſhould take care of being (in one 
ſenle) too wife, Certainly if the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves had conſulted the directions of bare Reaſon, 
they never had undertook the Converhun uf 
the Wald, ] 

A habitual fpirit of mortification ſerved as wings 
to his prayer, And perhaps the want of this 1s, 
much more than 1s commonly thought, a grand 
cauſe of that indiſpoſedneſs to, and wearinels in 
prayer, which 1s ſo 12 ay — of among 
Chriſtians; many of whom are often even glad of 
an occalion to avoid the duty, “ Something 1s 
amify in us, and it wanted a name, till the Spirit of 
God, by enjoining us the duty of mortihcation 
taught us to know, that want of Mortification of 
ſpirit is the cale of all, at leaſt of many of our ſpi- 
ritual indilpolitions. The excellencies of heaven 
cannot be r but by a (pirit difreliſhing the 
I »w appetites of the world and of fleſh and blood. 
Unleb our ſpirit be mortified, we neither love to 
pray, nor does God love to hear us.“ We find allthe 
way through our heavenly journey, that to be 8 
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ally minded, in the leaſt degree, is a proportion - 
able degree of death, And that a mind truly ſpiri- 
tual alone, has true life and peace, 

It is hard to ſay poſitively which he was moſt re- 
markable for, the Spirit or the Gift of Prayer, 
though it need not be told which he moſt eſteemed, 
His public charatter, made it right for him, to de- 
ſire and endeavour after ſpiritual Gifts, And the 
eminency to which he arrived therein, is too well 
known to need a particular relation, Lo hear him, 
on ſome occaſions pour out his ſoul to God, made 
one think, whence hath a man theſe things? Such 
a fluice of divine Oratory ran through the whole of 
his language as is rarely to be met with, His 

ublic addreſſes to God, were much in the words 
b. the Holy Ghoſt, It ſeemed as though he turned 
the whole Bible into words of adoration, confeſſion, 
etition, ſupplication, thankſgiving and glory! 
hile at the ſame time his expreſſions glowed with 
the Love of God ; and all this with fuch ardour, 
pertinency and faith, that it has ſeemed ſometimes 
as though the heavens were burſt open, and God 
himſelf appeared in the congregation, But he 
made no account of this with regard to the per- 
teftion of his own ſoul, He made it his chief aim 
to follow aſter love, and to live in a momentary 
ſpirit of watchful prayer, 

He has ſometimes had very remarkable anſwers 
to prayer, One only I ſhall mention, A number 
of religious Societies both in England and Jretand 
appointed a public Faſt, for the imploring God to 
reſtore tohealth an eminent Servant of the Church, 
who had been ſome time under languiſhments of 
body, Mr, a was then in Dublin, and pouring 
out his ſoul about noon, he ſpoke aloud, in a man- 
ner which ſhewed it not to be of himſelf, and 
ſaid, he ſhall not die, but live and declare the Works of 
the Lord. And, bleſſed be God, the event ſhewed 
the prediction to be of God, 

awards the latter part of his progreſs, his 
prayer was frequently ſo ſtill and recolleRed, jo a 
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God was vilibly before him, and that he ſpoke to 
the Divine Majeſty, with ſuch nearne(s of acceſs, 
and child-like familiarity, as the Scripture expreſ- 
tes, by ſpeaking with God face to face, Indeed 
every object and occurrence {poke to him ot God: 
nor could there be wanting to him, at arty time or 
place, incentives to ralle his heart in prayer or 
praiſe to him whom his ſoul loved, 

One particular which he learned in the courſe of 
his experience, was, that although the lights 
which are received in the way of prayer, are to be 
faithfully attended to; yet one ought not to af 
upon every appearance of this kind; that the 
Eucny of men's Salvation can, and often does mi— 
mic the Spirit of God ; and as an Angel of Light, 
impoles upon the Servants of God, by repreſenting 
as from him, that which is often no other than 
Satan's illuhons: on account of which, lome per» | 
ſons have in moll ages, been led into grievous im- | 
proprieties of condutt, He perceived danger with 
regard to himlelt from this quarter, and was there- 
fore [paring in mentioning what he often felt, He 
weighed everv thing by the word of God, avoided 
yu ipitancy of condatt; and at the ſame time, la- 

oute continually to abandon himſelf, to the 
teaching of the Spirit of Truth add purity, 


II. Redeeming the Time. 


In order to do this the more effetually, his 
manner Wes to draw up a plan in writing (till ufe 
made it familiar to him) of the manner in which 
he 3 1ged it molt profitable to ſpend the day. He 
dittribated it into certain portions, and affigned 
each its employment, which he punctually ob- 
tervel; allowving only for occaſional interruptions 
in, the baſinels of his proſeſſion. Reading the 
Ser1ptures, ſtated mor, and viſiing the Sick, had 
the grand places in this diviſion of the day, He 
could never find any leiſure for mere ceremonious 
viſits, or unnccellary converſution,, Even at meals 


and 
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and indeed in every little incidental matter he had 
to do with, he ceaſed not to purſue his main end 
of living ; namely, to get, and to do good in his 
generation, 

It was really ſurprizing to ſee his thriſtineſs in 
this 3 He even deprived himſelt of ſuch 
indulgences as nature required, in order to her 
performing the offices he impoſed upon her conti- 
nually: ſuch, for example, as abſtaining from all 
ſtudy, immediately aſter meals; when, notwith- 
{landing he ate exceeding ſparingly, more relaxa- 
tion would have been better for ble health : like- 
wiſe his not uſing a ſufficient quantity of proper 
exerciſe; but moſt of all, not allowing binſelf 4 
ſufficiency of fleep. 

He was often up late at ſtudy, and his general 
time of riſing was four o'clock, or a little after, 
lometimes between three and four, He was often 
urged to take more reſt, I remember once to have 
heard a Gentlewomen, compaſſionating the waſting, 
dying condition of his body, ſaying, „Sure Mr. 
Walfh, you may at leaſt lie longer in bed on Sun 
morning, when the preaching is not ſo early.“ 
To which he replied with his uſual zeal and plain» 
neſs, „ Should a man rob Cod ?” He was com- 
monly up earlieſt on the Lord's Day, for which he 
had the highe/t vencration. He has ſometimes 
laid, he thought there was ſomething peculiarly ſa- 
cred in the very air, and the whole ſtructure of 
Nature on this day, | 

During the long intimacy I had with him, I do 
not remember to have known him ſpend a minute 
in diſcourſes about national occurrences, politics, 
worldly diverſions, or any thing of that fort, Ha 
knew that theſe were not his affairs, and that his 
buſineſs was one. And the ſame may be ſaid of 
what is called free and pleaſant Converſation, Sa 
provident was he of time, and ſo bent upon the 
purſuit of that “ immenſe revenue which every 
moment pays,” that in whatſoever company he was, 
unleſs ſomething relative to the one thing needful 
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was read or diſcourſed of, he either took out a book 
(unpolite as it may ſeem) or continued in profound 
ſilence, ſave when he anſwered a queſtion, And 
if at any time any thing vain, or tending to levity 
was ſpoken, ſo as to occaſion the leaſt appearance of 
approbation in his looks or geſture, he ſeverely re- 
prehended himſelf for it afterwards, and prayed 
for ſtrength for the time to come. 

Perſons both ſtudious and religious, who ſome- 
times viſited him, and finding im always dili- 
gently employed, have afterwards ſaid to me, 
* What, is he never tired! Always at it! Sur- 
e No, he was never weary of his work; 
never had a moment at the mercy of an intruder, 
to ſpend unneceſſarily; never had any time hang- 
ing upon his hands, which he did not know what 
to do with, 

And yet, notwithſtanding all his caution, care, 
and diligence, he frequently lamented his not im- 
proving the time better. I do not uſe every mo- 
ment to the beſt purpoſes,” was a frequent reflec- 
tion with him, 


III. Diſengagement from the World. 
Although it is true, that without this all preten- 


ſions to the character of being religious are vain; 
and although what has been ſaid of him alrcady, 
neceſſarily implies his juſt contempt of every 
earthly thing ; yet his eminency therein, deſerves 
to be taken particular notice of, His indifferency 
to this world was fuch, as even bordered upon 
abhorrency ; and the rather, as he could not but 
abſerve, what a gulph to ſouls it is; and how 
many are loſt ſor ever through their undue attach- 
ment to this life ! His heart and treaſure were in 
truth in heaven, 

He kept at the utmoſt diſtance from what wordly 
men moſt ardently court, and earneſtly fought 
what they moſt abhor, 


The 
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The vain things ; riches, honours, and pleaſures 
of this world, were too poor, and inconſiderable 
for ſo generous a heart : he ſhewed the greatneſs of 
his ſoul, by deſpiſing all that was beneath it. He 
had the moſt generous contempt of money; eſteem- 
ing it (unleſs to beſtow on the poor, or procure 
a book ſometimes) as the pebbles in the ſtreet, 


IV. Recollection of N and Government of his 
houghts, 
a 

His carriage, aſpe&, words, and indeed the whole 
of his behaviour, ſpoke the profound recollection 
of his foul, Nor can a ſtranger better conceive of 
him, in regard to this particular, than by forming 
to himſelf, an idea of a perſon returned from the 
happy dead, converſing with men. And it was 
nearly in this manner, that ſome have expreſſed 
their ſurprize at him. A Gentleman ſaid to me one 
day, © I met Mr, Walſh in the ſtreet, and I declare 
he ſcemed to me like a perſon returned from the 
other world.” So emaciated a countenance, ſuch 
fixedneſs of thought, and ſerenity of deportmeat as 
appeared in him,were indeed ſurpriſing in ſo young 
a man; and diſcovered {ſomething very different 
from the buſy ways of men. And if, as the ſon of 
Sirach ſays, „A man may be know by his look, 
and one that has er e may be perceived 
by the marking of his countenance,“ they muſt 
be indeed, ſuperficial obſervers that could not dif- 
cern in his very aſpect the excellencies that dwelt 
within him. An air of Wiſdom and Piety ap- 
eared in him continually, There ſeemed to be 
— peculiarly diſtinguiſhing in the features 
of his countenance. Some have taken him to be 
little leſs than forty years of age, at the time he 

was but about five and twenty. | 
His uniform compoſure was the rather to be no- 
ticed, as his life-was not of the recluſe, but of the 
popular kind. He had to do with multitudes; 
and, unleſs on ſpecial occaſions, was ſeldom — 
Xx 
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was read or diſcourſed of, he either took out a book 
(unpolite as it may ſeem) or continued in profound 
falence, ſave when he anſwered a queſtion, And 
if at any time any thing vain, or tending to levity 
was ſpoken, ſo as to occaſion the leaſt appearance of 
approbation tn his looks or geſture, he ſeverely re- 
prehended himſelf for it afterwards, and prayed 
tor ſtrength for the time to come. 

| Perſons both ſtudious and religious, who ſome- 
times viſited him, and finding Kim always dili- 
gently employed, have afterwards ſaid to me, 
* What, is he never tired! Always at it! Sur- 
en Ih No, he was never weary of his work ; 
never had a moment at the mercy of an intruder, 
to ſpend unneceſſarily; never had any time hang- 
ing upon his hands, which he did not know what 
to do with. 

And yet, notwithſtanding all his caution, care, 
and diligence, he frequently lamented his not im- 
proving the time better. do not uſe every mo- 
ment to the beſt purpoſes,” was a frequent reflec- 
tion with him, 


III. Diſengagement from the World. 


Although it is true, that without this all preten- 
ſions to the character of being religious are vain 
and although what has been ſaid of him already, 
neceſſarily implies his juſt contempt of every 
earthly thing ; yet his eminency therein, deſerves 
to be taken particular notice of, His indifferency 
to this world was fuch, as even bordered upon 
abhorrency ; and the rather, as he could not but 
obſerve, what a gulph to ſouls it is; and how 
many are loſt for ever through their undue attach- 
ment to this life ! His heart and treaſure were in 
truth in heaven, 

lle kept at the utmoſt diſtance from what wordly 
men moſt ardently court, and earneſtly fought 
what they moſt abhor, 
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The vain things; riches, honours, and pleaſures 
of this world, were too poor, and inconſiderable 
for ſo generous a heart : he ſhewed the greatneſs of 
his ſoul, by deſpiſing all that was beneath it. He 
had the moſt generous contempt of money; eſteem- 
ing it (unleſs to beſtow on the poor, or procure 
a book ſometimes) as the pebbles in the ſtreet, 


IV, Recollection of 3 and Government of his 
ughts, 


His carriage, aſpe&, words, and indeed the whole 
of his behaviour, ſpoke the profound recollection 
of his ſoul, Nor can a ſtranger better conceive of 
him, in regard to this particular, than by forming 
to himſelf, an idea of a perſon returned from the 
happy dead, converſing with men, And it was 
nearly in this manner, that ſome have expreſſed 
their ſurprize at him, A Gentleman ſaid to me one 
day, I met Mr, Walſh in the ſtreet, and I declare 
he ſeemed to me like a perſon returned from the 
other world.” So emaciated a countenance, ſuch. 
fixednels of thought, and ſerenity of deportmeat as 
appeared in him,jwere indeed ſurpriſing in ſo young 
a man; and diſcovered ſomething very different 
from the buſy ways of men, And if, as the ſon of 
Sirach ſays, „A man may be know by his look, 
and one that has * may be perceived 
by the marking of his countenance,“ they muſt 
be indeed, ſuperficial obſervers that could not dif- 
cern in his very aſpect the excellencies that dwelt 
within him. An air of Wiſdom and Piety ap- 

eared in him continually, There ſeemed to be 
bmething peculiarly diſtinguiſhing in the features 
of his countenance. Some have taken him to be 
little leſs than forty years of age, at the time he 
was but about five and twenty. : 

His uniform compoſure was the rather to be no- 
ticed, as his life-was not of the recluſe, but of the 
popular kind. He had to do with multitudes; 


and, unleſs on ſpecial occaſions, was ſeldom —_— 
ix 
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fix hours together owt of company, If is true in- 
deed, he ſeldom appeared in public, unleſs to (pe 
of the things of eternity, Nut he was fo ſhut in 
with God, that ll places became alike to him; 
and he yjetatned the fame attention to God in the 
molt thronged Hees of London, which he could 
| have had in the moſt ſequeſtered wildernels, 
Curloue fights, elegant furniture in ſhops or houſes, 
magnificent buildings, ne ſhews, the ringing of 
bells, firing of guns; with every thing of this 
kind, were no more to him than the chirping of a 
(parrow, or the buzzing of a fly, 

10 all which, the conſtant government which 
he had over his ſenſes, greatly contributed, The 
difference of taſtes, harmony of ſounds, and what- 
over his eyes could behold, were as nothing to 
him, He was in this reſpett truly crucihed to the 
world, and the world to E. ven in travellin 
through the moſt pleaſant parts in the country, and 
in the plealante(l ſeaſons, when the ſtupendous 
beauties of the Creation ; the (pacious Firmament, 
the verdure of the Country, the Muſic of the 
Groves, and all the joint beauties of Nature, might 
have furniſhed him with laudable and delighttul 
contemplation; yet he ſeemed inlenhible to the 
whole, enjoying a 


„ Paradiſe within him happier far!“ 


When he at any time adverted to the Works of 
God, in the Creation (and he had a mind capalye 
of the deepeſt relearches) he was delighted chief 
with the Heavens, paved as it were with thoſe 
living hre, Hut the ule which he made of every 
thing, was to get more acquainted with God, He 
was in truth looted from earth's incloſure, and 
from the comratted circle of the Sun, Chriſt, and 
the Scriptures, with things pertaining to them, 
were the only and uniform objetts of his attention, 
and every thing, place, or perſon, which did not 
lervo to promote, in dome degree, his knowledge 

| and 


— i ed 4 m— _- 


Of THOWMAL WATER, 174 


and love of theſe, had with him the eſtimate of 
trivial and infigntficant, 

And hence it was, that the Rey of God be- 
came lo exceeding familiar to him, He could not 
he content a moment without it, And hereby 
was he ted hkewile, for more glorious, and more 
frequent divine communications; of which he had 
not a few, Several times has he been quite loſt to 
himſelf, and inſcnfible of every thing about him, 
being leſt inthe viſions of Gon I'wo inſtances in 
articular arc related in his Diary, in which he 
abt as though he was out of the body for ſome 
time, One day | remember going to viſit a perſon 
who ww Hl, as foon as he got to the Mair-cale, 
being in his uſual compoſure, “ Did you fee that 
light ' lard he, with a ſudden low voice, To 
which T anſwered with a ih, having ſeen nothing, 
Ile laid no more, ut it was caly to diſcern in 


him the reſt of that day and might, a peculiar o 


lemmity of foul, 

In places of public Worſhip, he hardly ever 
ſaw auy body, fo as to diflinguiſh them; and in 
every means of Grace, Is grand am was, to find 
more of God within him. He waited for this in 
lively, carneft compolure ; and thus approachin 
the Lord's table in particular, he ate the Fleſh, _ 
drank the Rood of the Son of God indeed, „ My 
Mart burned, and was in a Hlame ! O what a hire of 
vine love was there!“ were the hrequent memo» 
rials which he left in his Diaty, aer communica» 
ling. hole heavenly Iweets, which often overs 
flowed his foul at the Altar, ſpread their inunda- 
tion over every other part of Via loly living, Hig 
recollethtion carricd felt into the mich of all his 
labours, in which ho was (HI preſerved, without 
dillipation, notwithſlanding their multiplicity, and 
(ometimes intricate nature, It was very nlual with 
him 10 expreſs, what he felt of God, by the fimile 
of fire, to which the operations of the Holy Ghoſt 
are frequently compared in 1 lle often 
lolt in prayer, and preaching, and walking, a Kind 
4 0 
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of ſcorching within him, from the Love of God, 
And from the abundance of the heart, his mouth 
generally ſpoke, Words of life, and fire iſſued as 
it were, out of his lips, which were no other than 
the ſparks of a burning heart. And oſten he could 
not refrain from expreſſing the holv raptures of his 
foul out aloud ; as, O holy God ! Glorious Jehovah ! 
Blefſed Feſus ! Son of the living God / He uſed fre- 
quently to ſtand up and ling, 


O Love, how chearing is thy ray ? 
All pain before thy preſence flies! 

Care, anguiſh, ſorrow melt away, 
Where'er thy healing ſtreams ariſe : 

O Jeſu, nothing may I lee, 

Nothing hear, feel, or think, but thee ! 


Well knowing that confuſion of ideas, and de- 
ſultorineſs of thought, greatly impair the orderly 
ſtate of the inward Man. he took particular care to 
ſtop them in the beginning; never allowing his 
mind to wander, he knew not whither, Not in- 
deed that he aimed herein at a chain of regular 
thinking; but avoiding ſuch impertinences, and ro— 
vings of thought, as prevent a calm waiting upon 
God. His diligence and watchfulneſs in this 
reſpect, brought his thoughts into a kind of mili- 
tary diſcipline : ſo that he has been known ſome— 
times to remain recolletted for hours, in ſuch a 
manner as rendered him in appearance motionlels, 
and ſtill as a ſtatue, 

And from hence partly, arofe that extreme ten- 
derneſs of conſcience, which was ſo remarkable in 
him, and which gave him a conſtant, holy jealouſy 
over himſelf in every thing he did; ſo that not a 
word, motion, or look, could eſcape him unexa- 
mined, or uncenſured, if it deſerved it; reſolving 
to do better for the time o come, Hence likewiſe 
it was, that he had ſo peculiar a regard to all his 


Words; speaking eicher to the purpoſe, that is, 


when 
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when occaſion required him to ſpeak, ornot at all, 
And yet notwithſtanding his utmoſt circumſpettion, 
he was deeply conſcious, how far ſhort. he ſtill 
came of the reRitude becoming a perſon in fellows 
ſhip with the God of unſpouucd Holinels, 


CHAP, XII. 


Some farther Particulars relating to the Head of his 
Communion with God, 


H* great rule was, to imitate our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the moſt perfect manner he pol- 
ſibly could, The whole tenor of his conduct 
plainly diſcovered, that he ſought nothing but 


God. There was in the chaſtity of his manners, 


a purity next to angelical; and a circumſpection in 
his every ſtep of proceeding, which declared, that 
to him to live was Chriſt, He kept at the utmoſt 
diſtance from ſenſual indulgences of every kind, 
His ſenſes were kept under the cloſeſt cuſtody, and 
he examined his conlcience almoſt continually, 
The conſtant lively ſenſe which he had of invi- 
ſible things, was a ſtanding preof of the purity of 
his heart, “ For a pure heart penctrates heaven 
and hell,” 

He was a man of tears, and ſighs, and groans, 
He wanted not indeed the joy of a good conſci- 
ence; and knowing continually in whom he 
believed, he enjoyed the benefits reſulting there» 
from. And yet this, notwithſtanding the whole 


of his Chriſtian Pilgrimage was interſperſed with 


much weeping, 

He ſeldom had a dry handkerchief a whole day 
together; his eyes being for the moſt part, in pri- 
vate eſpecially, as opened ſountains; and which 
did not ceaſe to flow in the night ſeaſon, How 
N L 2 oftcn 
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often have I known him water his pillow with 
thoſo briny rivers! Sometimes lamenting his 400 
great eſhtrangement from his Beloved ; lonetimes 
mourning ſor the mourners; but oftner than all, ho 
Was tick of love! Love tothe Crucihed ! 

Tolome indeed, there ſeemed in him ſomething, 
at leaſt bordering upon, an auſterity of tint: and 
fo much 1s truce, that with regard to mon, and evil 
angels, ho was undaunted as a hon in the caule of 
God, and ol a good conſcience; vel, in other te- 
pete, he was a man of the Leenefll (enhbility, and 
tenderclt aflettions, Ile was in the prefence of 
his invihble obſcever, plant as melted waxz and - 
clothed with dove-like meekneſs, Ale with ulicn, 
as it were, deluped in tears, profliate helore the 
tothtool of his ILom's Majclly, and ove. whelmed 
with a (ente Of his glory. 

Ie was without alleAation, a man of humility: 
not indeed fo as to difown, or not to make ule of 
the gilts and graces with which God had endowed 
him: this would have been to lie again} the truth; 
but notwith(landing all that he had, taking know- 
ledge whence it came, he eſteemed himlell as no- 
thing; but was truly difhdent of, and heartily de- 
(pile himſell. Aud the only uſo which he made of 
the ſuperior qualifications Which God beſtowed 
upon him, in the uſe of proper means, was to con- 


der himſelf as obliged thereby, to devote himſelf 


more abundantly to the ſervice of God, and of his 
neighhour, The praiſes of others ferved only to 
abalt him, at the ſight of his own nuthingnels, were 
the lrequent exprefiions of his lips and pen, If 
any perſon, at any time, wh him but the malle 
hint, by way of reprool, he received it either with 
ſilence, or expreſſions of thankſulneſs, according 
to the manner and occaſion thereof, And tup- 
poſing it was a matter in which he was really with- 
out blame, yet the reprool Was not lol upon lum, 
He thereby took occalion to enter more deeply 
into himſelf, making the ſhiiftelt lerutiny 5 ” 

WHOIC 
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whole of his tempers and behaviour, Ie often 
ſaid to God on thele occations, © Lord, though thou 
knoweſt I am clear in this matter, yet, alas! How 
many things ave there for the which 1 ſtand 
proven betete thee! My God, I adore thee, 
in this which thou haſt permitted,” He often re- 
pevied as a lollon of inflruttion to himlell, thoſe 
wortly of em * Thou duſt, leain 10 obey. 
Thou earth and clay, learn to demean thyſelf, 
Thou ougnhtclt to be ſuch a little child, that 
every body might trample thee under their leet in 
the ſheets"? 

[here was the utmoſt (teadinels in the whole of 
Wes religions comdutt, The courtr ob the Tun is not 
more regnſty to were hs exerciles of prayer, me- 
ditation, pie che and (hudy : fo that hom Kknow- 
ing how ee {ent one day, may be gathered his 
manner of pending whole months or years; al- 
lowing only for the diflerence of circumſtances 
and occaſions, That it was in things pertaining to 
God and his ſervice; though at the ſame time his 
attention to himlclf; his calc and conventencies was 
luch, that lome accounted it blame-worthy negli- 
pence: fo truly did he live, not to himlell, or the 
will of man, but to God, 

The Love of God was the fountain, whence iſſued 
forth thoſe Hhuntlul (hreams, which rendered his 
own foul flouriſhing as the garden of the Lord, and 
extended their falutary influence all around, 
wherever he came, It was to this he reduced every 
thing, All his works were done in love, and 
therelore wrought in God, It was a debt he was 
ever paying, and from which he was never to be 
dilcharged, | h 

« My God, let me love thee! Jeſs, Son of the 
living God, thou knowelt that [ love thee! 0 
love divine, what haſt thou done! O that all 
the world did but know thee! How would they then 
love thee, thou altogether lovely ““ To this cllebt 
he oftcy bicathed out the warm emotions of his 

L 3 heart; 
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heart; ſo deeply was he penetrated with the love 
of God his Saviour, He was always exceedingly 
pleaſed with, and frequently repeated thoſe lines, 


« Fternity too ſhort to ſpeak thy Praiſe! 
Or fathom thy profound of love to man!“ 


And again, without regarding their Connexion, 
being overwhelmed with the thought of the dying 
Love of Jeſus, he would utter ſometimes abruptly, 
and with aſtoniſhment, 


« Senſations new in Angel- boſoms riſe, 
Suſpend their ſong ; and make a pauſe in bliſs,” 


Laſtly, “ By Faith I land!” Was his concluding 
point, after all that God had done for him, And 
it was not unuſual with him to lay, on the cloleſt 
examination of all he was, and all he did, „If 
Chriſt ſorſook me but a moment, I ſhould fall and 
periſh after all.“ Yes, it was from his fulneſs he 
received all his good things, and with the depend- 
ent helpleſſnels of an infant, he had recourſe to 

him continually, for light, and {trength, and love; 
for every thing in ſhort which he wanted, He 
could be lappy only in converſation with him; 
delighted peculiarly in thoſe parts of Scripture 
which deſcribe him; and from the fulneſs of his 
whole ſoul, repeated often, Go forbid that I ſhould 
| gory, fave in th» Croſs of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt. To 
im that hath loved us, and waſhed us from our 
fins in his own blood, to kim be the Glory, both now 
and to Eternity / 

To lum up this head, Ile thought Prayer to be 
more his buſineſs than any thing elle in this world; 
and from the deſiic which he had to redeem the 
time, he employed great part-of the night, as well 
as the day in prayer, meditation, ftudy, and labour- 
ing for the good of his neighbour, He was pro- 
foundly ſerious, and always recollected at home 
and abroad, Ile watched over every * 

18 
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his ſoul, keeping his thoughts in ſubjeQion to 
Chriſt continually, He propuled to himſelf the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, as his great model and rule in 
every thing ; imitating him eſpecially, in the purity 
of his body, and in the chaſtity of his ade Rien 
Walking in deep humility before God, he was pa— 
tient of reproof, nor ever retorted any thing, with 
heat or prejudice, There was a ſteadinels in his 
proceedings for God, and in reference to Erernity, 
which not all the powers of carth and hell were 
able to interrupt. He eat but little, wept much, 
loved more, received all by Faith; and rarcl 


opened his mouth but about Heavenly Things. 


END OF THE SECOND PART. 
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PART iht T H 5. 


The Spirit walks of every day deceaſed 

And miles an Angel, or a Finy frowns, 

Lis gre ly wile to talk with our paſt hours, 

And jth them, what report they bore to Heaven ? 

Andhovthey might haveborne mois weleomenews, 

Their aulwers trum what men Experience call, 
Night Thoughts, 


CHAT bo 


Au Extratl from iis Diary, velating chiefly to 
the rt q Haig of his own Soul, in his Courſe 
of walking with God, | | 


NONCERNING the extratt which here follows, 
it may be premiled, 1, 1 hat although theic 
was the utmoſt uniformity in the whole lerics of 


his progrels ; nevertheleſs, tew perions were ſo 
leabble 
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ſenfible of vations alterations in ſpirit, will: re» 
ſpelt to the fenfurions of joy and forrow ; delight 
in Gil, and complatiiiigs for the wart of itt 
Wing I 6 111 % MIFATEL tenor ts of 
rank ence ; and the cloſe attontign whit ae 
tall the noavements Of his ward Min de that 
things which fume overlook, or entiicly diſregard, 
were efleemed by him, wh regard to Hin elf by 
lea, as capital defections lhrom the law of perlett 
liberty nad love, 


« THe felt an idle thought 
An attual wickednels ; 
And mounted for the minvutelt fault, 
In exquiſite diess.“ 


His Diary conſiſts of the feeling of his own 
heart, throughout every part of his Chriſtan-race, 
with ſcarcely a lingle how of the whole omined, 
He al ways wrote down refleGions upon hin ſil, as 
either the preſſure, 01 felicny of his foul ſuggeſted; 
adding any ſpirnual obſervation which his own 
experience conkirined to him, 

| will be caltly diſcerned, that the peculiarity 
of his writing 14 a certain ſententions abruptneſs ; 
Owing in part t6 the genius of the Hebrew tongue, 
in which his latter ſtudies wholly terminated, 
Though what moſt contributed thereto, was the 
rapid flow of his foul, on the ſubjetts of which he 
either ſpoke or wrote, which rated him above 
attending to that accuracy, which writings, at lealt 
of a public nature require, In many places there 
is therefore @ maniſelt deficiency, both as 4% his 
Words, Particles and Stops ; in ſhort, it is like the 
writings of the Aritients, without period or para- 
graph in molt places: fo that liberty hes been ne- 
celfarily taken to add, retrench, or alter, ſometimes 
a word, or ſentence, to render the ſenſe intel- 
ligible ; though {till retaining his ſenſe cntite, 


The 
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The Reader being advertiſed of theſe Particularr, we 
proceed to the Extratt ufelf. 


« AT the cloſe of this laſt day of the year, 
(1730, the year in which he began to preach,) 1 
examined myſelf how I had lived the paſt year ? 
And could only ſay, I had not wickedly departed 
from my God; but was heartily aſhamed that I had 
not glorified him better; reſolving to watch for the 
line to come, 

« I prayed to God for quietneſs and humility 
of mind; and found aſhſtance againſt “ this evil 
man, mylelf,” O for a heart conſtantly fixed on 
Cod! I was reproved this day in ſpirit for an idle 
word, 

« The Lord was with me all this day, I defire 
to be with the Lord continually, that my commu— 
nion may be {lronger with Jeſus than ever, O, it 
is Heaven upon Earth to have Chriſt in one's 
heart, It is the beginning of the Glory of God, 
to receive the lovely Jeſus; and with him, the 
Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, O that I had the tongue of 
an Angel to praiſe my Lord! aten Lord the 
glad hour when I ſhall ſee thee as thou art! 

„ preached this morning on the great and pre- 
cious promiſes, Ezck. xxxvi, My ul aſpircd t 
have them accompliſhed ; ſor I feel the evil of my 
nature, and eſpecially the evil heart of unbelict 
that is within me, 

„% Fridiy, Feb. 22, I preached this morning on 
Solomon's Song, ii, 8, but was both dark and weak, 
having ſcarcely any power to explain any thing, 
() what a grief it is for one to preach, when he 13 
left to himſelf, when the Lord is not his preſent 
ſtrength and teacher! To preach conſolation to 
others, and feel none himſelf! This expoles one to 
Beat temptation, 

„ Saturday, 23, My ſoul enjoyed (weet repoſe 
in the Blood of the Lamb, while my heart was 
, engaged in meditation on his dying Love. O, 
Whete 
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where can we find an inſtance of ſuch love as that 
of God to men on Calvary ! When the innocent 
diced for the guilty, to bring them to God! 


What are all myſteries to love like this! 
A worler in Omnipotence itlelf ! 


A nyltery, no lels to gods than men! 


« \Vedncidav, 27, I was not alive to God to- 
day, unnecciluty taik brought deadneſs upon my 
leu. 

« Great part of this dav bone of the following 
davs: | ved as in leave, 6 Was It my loul, 
I he i fevers of his W ** ph o bower— 
fully u on me, that ty jov was tr. ond expreſſion, 
Ot length, and breagdtl, and hoight of the love 
of God! Well may 11 be (aid to pals knowledge, 
The fpiritual man may digen. but cannot fet It 
forth in the manner be feel: it, hte words of 
Inh xi. io, lified up my foul, as in a hery cha- 
not, above the fabric of this world, Z will greatly 
vejotre in the Lovd, my foul ſhalt be jovſul in my God, 
for he hath dlothed me with the tr arments of Salvation, 
he hath covered me with the Kobe of Iiyhleouſneſs, as 
a Bride-groom derhoth mf with Ornaments, and 
os a Bride adornith herſlf with her Jewels, I could 
lay, that the low 1d done fo lor my foul, O 
what enemies arc the children of men to their 
own fowvls? Thev deprive themſelves of happi— 
nely here, and of eternal glory hercaſter; ima— 

ining that earthly enjoyments are above what 
Leligion can afloid, But alas! It is becaulc they 
know not this Religion which brings fuch happi— 
neſs to the foul, 

«() how ſweet was Jeſus to my foul, The Roſe 
for {weetnels; the Lilly for whitcneſs; the Apple 
Trce for fruitfulneſs; what are they all to Thee! 
Entering into my cloſet, the moment I bowed my _ 
knee, the Lord poured dywn a bleiting into my 
foul, O what a "ok upon Earth did I experi» 
ence for ſome moments! Tongue cannot exprels 


the 
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the goodneſs of God to my ſoul, O where ſhall ! 
find words to praiſe ? How am I loſt in the ocean 
of the immenluy of thy Mercy! Lord, I know 
not how to give thee thanks, Wee to begin, 
I cannot tell, O my ſoul, fall into filent amaze- 
ment! Let all I have, or am, drop into nothing! 

„% March, Friday 8. This was a day of much 
temptation ; but Cod for my ſupport was pleaſed 
to give me a freſh manifeſtation of his Love, 

« Reading and prayer to-day were of little com- 
fort to me, If it were not that 1 find the abiding 
witneſs of the Spirit in my foul, my bondage 
would be very great, It is the goodneſs of God 
which prelerves me in the Faith. The Enemies 
of my Salvation are thruſſing fore at me from day 
to day, Defend and keep me, O my Cod, for 
Jeſus' ſake, 

„% In prayer, I faw the great difhculty of being 
a Chriſtian in reality, There are many who eat 
their own Bread, and wear their own rel, and 
are willing 7% be called by the name of fetus, to take 
away their reproach-—the abomination of being 
called Heathens, But they love notwithſtanding 
> the ways of death and . rather than light ; 
and do what heathens would not do, The ninety- 
firſt Plalm was male a great bleſling to me, the 
ninth verſe eſpecially, 

« This morning the Lord gave ma n guage 
that I knew not of, raiſing my foul to him in a 
wonderful manner, Aﬀeer preaching, how-ver in 
the evening, at my return to my room, I fclt life 
in my foul, but a ſpirit of flothfulneſs, O what 
a poor creature! How incapable of thinking a 

ood though, or doing a truly good attion ! Sinful 
Juſt and ales! 

« Friday, 22, In the morning I had an carne 
defire to he diflulved, and to be with Chri't, I 
wanted to {ce Jeſus who ſuffered ſo much for me. 
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« The 25th, my ſoul was very dull, I had a 


deſire to pray, but could not, 1 the deadnels 


of my heart, and the wandering of my thoughts. 
This is a thing | have to complain of in general ; 
namely, wandering in prayer, want of carneſtneſs 
and fervor, 

„ The 29th, I cannot ſay, that till three o'clock 
I had true communion with God, But then, the 
Lord clearly manifeſted himſcll to me, 

« 1731, April 6. have not had not much of the 

reſence of God, nor of the comfort of the Holy 
Coſt; yet my heart and my fleſh cry out for the 
living Goch! 

6+ 6 what an averſion I had this morning to 
ſtudy, and following the Lamb! It it were not. 
lor the promiſes which the Goſpel affords, I 
ſhould be often brouglit into bondage: very often 
is my loul caſt down, and my ſpirit diſquited within 
me; lo that I muſt needs utterly faint, if it was 
not, that I firmly hope I ſhall yet praiſe God for 
the health of his coumenance, I lelt neither com- 
fort nor power in preaching, O what a poor crea- 
ture am 1 when leſt to mylelf! How daik of con- 
ception ; how flow of heart and ſpeech ! lt ſome— 
times happens, that while I am thus writing down 
my condition, the Lord appears to my help: ſo it 
is now; fur God has been plealcd to manifeſt 
himſelf to me! And O what a welcome guelt! 
At his coming, my reins and my heart reoice z 
my troubles are done away; my foul is greatly 
refreſhed ; faith ſtrengthened; my hope con— 
firmed, and my Love increaſed, Glory be to God 
moſt high! 

« Gol and his ways were (weet to my foul this 
morning, Great was the peace of my mind, and 
the joy which aroſe from conſidering what the 
Lord had done for me, O how did I long to 
be altogether like him, in Rio hteouſncls and 7 
Hoineſs ! Throughout the day, I enjoved {weet 
repoſe in the Blood of the Lamb, In the evening 
I preached on 4 Cor, i, 30. And Gol did indeed 
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pour of his gracious Spirit into my foul, Tru! 

we had a heaven upon earth ! O that I had the 
tongue of an Angel to glorily thee lor all thy be- I 
nehis!. 

„ Thurſday, May 23. I was in great trouble, 
going to preaching this morning. My temptations 
were fore, and my trials exceeding great ; oCcca- p 
tioned partly, by the condition of lome, who flor 
a time ran well, but ate turned again to the fleſh. t 
pcs of Egypt. While I preached however, on 

lalm xx111, 1, my Shepherd gave me to feed upon 
his hidden Manna. | 

& I fourd it hard work to be wholly ſet apart for 
God this day, I preached comfort to others, but 
could lay hold on liitle of it myſelf, I am often 
like aday in ſpring; the ſun ſhining bright for a 
little while, and foon withdrawing again. The 
Sunol Righteouſnels oſten ſhines upon me, with 
his bright beams; but alas! the light is ſoon 
clouded, and the joy vaniſhes away. Yet {tiil, 

bleſſed be God, my heart ſtands faſt, believing in 
the Lord. For I take it for granted, that the want 
of ſtrong light and joy, no more argues want of 
Faith, than the ablence of unclouded day, argues 
no Sun in the Firmament. 

„ An unulual ſondnels for company brought 
deadneſs ufon my foul, The vanities of the 
world impartanately intraded upon me. If Cod 
were not on my file, I fhould have been long ago 

. as Sodom, and like unto Gomorrah, Such vanities 
crouded in upon nic at prayer, that even I forgot 
- what. ] was ſaying, I ama man ſorely diſtreſſed 
with the wancerings of my heart, I arofe from 
prayer and read, and prayed again, The Lord at 
lengte met me, and inſtantly releaſed me from my 
for:ow, and gave me power to wait upon him 
without dill atlion, 
| „ SUUurdav, June 12. Great was the comfort 
| which 1 had in God, I had the full adarance et 
Faith, that God was my God, and Chriſt my 
Saviour. O the happineſs of knowing this! 
Friday, 
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« Friday 17, The Lord was in all my thoughts, 
I had not felt fo mach comfort for three days. I had 
communion with God, ail the day, though chiefly 
in the evening, 

& Tueſday 28, I wesdeeply convinced of my 
depravity, O my God, ce the imputity of my 
heart, in lich a manner as fiightens me. I know 
that Chr.{t can have no communion with Belial ; 
neither Rightcoulſnels with Unnighteouſnels, Lord, 
break nut the hrinſed Recd, nor quench the [moak- 
ing Flax. Rather lend down thy Holy Spirit, and 
ſet me ſice from the power of indweiling fin, 
Conſume it O Cod. Calt out the ſpirit of urcicau- 
neſs for Chrift's ke. 

„ This aher noon 1 walked in the fields, and had 
a [lweet meeting with my Lord, | 

„% Sundev morning. I was fo ſtupid, that I could 
ſcarcely pray. Wanderipg thoughts crouded in 
upon me. O for a heart t9 pray. I find in ge- 
neral, that under the 1oft aftlictive trials, when 1 
can, in fervent prayer pour out my ſoul beſore the 
Lord, he gives me ir-ſtant relief. But when I can- 
not pray, O then is my life burthenſome to me; 
I cannot bear myſelf. 

© The word :i11is morning, was ſweet to the ſouls 
of the people. They ſeemed to drink of the 
fountain of the water of hie. 1 hada giorious ma- 
nifeſtation ot the I.ove of Cod to my foul. XI 
delight ſurely is in the Lord, and his Son Jeſus 
Chriit, Thou a:t my God, my love, my joy, my 
help, my health, and my all inall ! Bleffed be thy 
name, Amen. 

« Too much given to talk, I had not the uſual 
longing after prayer, and meditation, Yet the 
Lord helps mine infirmity, 

„ I had great joy in my ſou}, and longing deſires 
to be with Chriſt, Othateven now I could behold 
his lovely face. 

« Friday, July gth. I had a lively ſenſe &f the 
Lord's having blotted out my former tranſgreſſions; 
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and that he had promiled to give men clean heart. 
I had great peace ; my foul being filled with the 
love of God, 

« Saturday 10, Exerciſed this morning by falſe 
aceufations, My only concern was, left it ſhould 
hinder the work of (God, But in the conſideration 
of his over ruling Providence, I refled patiently 
on his will, My Jeſus was made perfett through. 
lufferings, O that I may be enabled to follow my 
Maſter in the way of the Cros! 

© Walking in a garden this day, God made it an 
Eden to my loul ; pouring his love into my heart, 
| partook of the water, and the Tree of Life 3 and 
the hidden Manna was rained from leaven into 
my loul, | 

« Monday 19, All the day, my foul thirfted 
for the living God, It was exceedingly rejoiced 
wm reading lame divine meditations, O my Gold, 
what ſhall I lay? Angels cannot praile thee 
worthily! What then ſhall I, who am a worm of 
the earth do? O that I had wings like a Dove! 
Lovely Jclus, when ſhall I fee thy face, joining the 
reit of the redeemed, to celebrate the wonders of 
thy redeeming love! O that this were the moment! 
My foul hall ere long take its flight to the man- 
fions, which 1 fumly beheve my Saviour is pie— 
paring lor me, O my Cod, my Saviour, my 
All! \ 

« Thurſday, eg. 1 had but little light or power. 
The Lord humbled, and ſhewed me my own 
weakneſs; but did not leave me to it, Ile 
ſhewed me clearly, that it was neither to my 

races, humblings, deres, doings, or lufferings 
mült traſt for ſalvation, but in Chriſt alone, 

© Al, Lord, who is ſulhcient for theſe things! 
O let me die, that I may lee thee! Whither 1s 
my Beloved gone“ Return Lord, return, Il am a 
tecble and helplels creature, Yet rejoice not 
againlt mc, 0 mine enemy * for though fall into 
temptations, heavinels, and trials, I ſhall riſe 

again 
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again. O proud Philiftlines, deceitful Delilah''s; 
inbred Sin, Pride of Heart, Anger, and Yolly. 
Who can remove „o, Lord Jelus, thou cant, 
and thou alone. 

© At the Sacrament, O how did my foul . e 
in Jeſus! What divine conlolation ane feel in 
(od ny Shy out, 

 Wedndldiy „g. Tempted to laugh on my 
very knees, O Lond my Cod, be my rock, IIide 
me in thy wounds, and deliver me from mylell. 
() eus, I cry on of the deep: hear my prayer, 
and let my ciy cone”: "np belore thee! 

« Hue lam, that if my Salvation depended on 
ought but the changelel, Love of God my Sautour, 
I never (ſhould foo the Lord, Alas! 1 am all 
weakneſs, urbelict, difobedionce, and darknels, 
My foul was weighed down with inbred lin, But 
I no ſooner began to bewail mylelt bclore him, 
than he poured his love upon me, and gave me 
„cet acct; to him, | 

„ 1952, Jan, 6. IT could hardly account to my- 
fell, how wy thoughts had been employed this 
day, O that they were every moinent taken up in 
the contemplation of thy wonderous love to me, 
and all the fallen race ! O for an humble, ſfunple, 
pure, ate perlelt mind! What ſhall I lay to thee, 
thou delight of my heart low much fairer art 
thou than the ons of men! 

«© When | look back upon my life, I can fee 
nothing that does not need to be waſhed with the 
blow of Cluiilt, My belt actions are imperſett, 
| have need t {ly to my Saviour, that from him 
Il may reccive that robe, which is pure and 
compleat, My whole delire is to be devoted 
to thee ! | | | 

« Aſhamed to liſt my eyes to heaven, I fell down 
before the Lord my maker; and I may well y 
that he waited to be gracious; for before I could 
utter many words his love hlled my heart, I could 
then look with confidence, and law my Father 
God, linile upon me, and my dear Redeemer at 
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his right hand, full of Grace and Truth for me. O 
how ſweetly did the ever bleſfed Trinity join to 
bleſs me! Help me to praiſe thee, O thou ſtrength 
of Tfrael. 

& God was much with me in private. O what a 
Heaven upon earth is it to commune with him 
in prayer, holy reading, and divine meditation, 
Jeſus is a well of life, How bleſſed is it to hold 
intimacy with him! This is Paradiſe indeed. 

& Sunday, It was a glorious Sabbath to my ſoul, 

The light of Heaven ſhone upon me. 
Part of this day was the happieſt I ever yet 
faw. I could freely depart to be with him whom 
my ſoul loveth. Truly I ſeemed to antedate the 
ſweetneſs of the celeſtial felicity, which the glori- 
hed ſpirits enjoy ! My ſong was praiſes to my 
God, 

„ lad calm repoſe in God. A day of fore 
temptation, I was kept, but through momentary 
watching unto prayer. O whatam 1? How weak, 
how blind, how poor! As to ſtrength, a bruiſed 
recd; for love and zeal, as the ſmoking flax. 
But thou, O God, art ſtrong, and in thee is 
my hope, 

„II in body, dark in mind, dead in affe ctions, 
and ſorely troubled with temptations. Yet I was 
65 pie from inclining to iniquity with my 
cart. 

Sunday. My ſoul agonized to enter into the 
reſt of the people of God, I ſaw him by faith, 
and the promiles were ſtrongly brought to my re— 
membrance, eſpecially, * Aſk what you will, and 
it ſhall be done unto you, 

& Friday, Surrounded with various temptations, 
O the levity of my ſpirit; weaknetfs of my Faith, 
and deceitfulnefs of my heart. 

„% 1753. March 7, In the morning there was 
open intercourſe between God and my ſoul, 
which for ſome hours remained undiſturbed, 
About noon I felt fore war between Nature and 
Grace; ſo that I was brought low. Nature yum 

ave 
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have me manage for myſelf, Grace was for caſting 
all my care upon God. O thou Author of every 
good gift, ſend me _ from thy holy place. Take 
away the perverſeneſs of my will, and make me 
lowly and patient as thou my Lord art. Thou art 
the ſource of grace and of goodneſs, In thee, O 
Lamb of God, is all I want, | 
« Thurſday 8. Poured out my ſoul before the 
Lord, who gave me to feel hearty contrition with 
earneſt deſires to be ſanctified wholly. For, 


« O how wavcring is my mind, 
Toſt about with every wind; 
O how quickly doth my heart, 
From the living God depart,” 


Son of God, ſet me free, and knit my ſoul to thy- 
ſelf! 

Saturday 10. The Lord ſweetly refreſhed my 
ſpirit, I was ſtrongly moved to pour out my ſoul 
for my enemies, and all that forget God. There 
wasa burning in my heart after all the life of God, 
Nothing appeared ſo deſirable as Holineſs, O God 
take the whole capacity of my ſoul, and poſſeſs it 
by thy Spirit ! 

& Sunday 23. I have had a proof to day of 
the vanity and uncertainty of human friendſhip. 
Some who loved and greatly eſteemed me when I 
left Dublin, about ten weeks ago, wilt now, at m 
return, hardly ſpeak to me. O that I may ſec 
friendſhip and all good in God alone, 

« Some words I heard this morning pierced me 
to the very ſoul, Enter not into judgment with 
thy ſervant, O Lord! I fly to Jelus, the juſt One, 
to hide me in his wounds, He is my (anctuary, 
the Ark of the Covenant, and the true Altar. Come 
my life, my treaſure, and my God, ſhine into this 
drooping heart, Have I not an intereſt in th 
blood! Am I not a child of thine, O God ? Hall 
thou not ſaid unto me, live? O that thy powerful 
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voice would now ſpeak to my ſoul, and bleſs me, O 
my Father! | 

„% How little do I know of God, or of myſelf? 
O what a myſtery is man? How difficult to find, 
and then to loſe himſelf! Lord, 1 long to be lettled 
and lied in thee! O how does this mortal body 
priefs down the foul ! 

„Saturday, April 21. Strengthened in the 
hope of full redemption. Jelus lorfuke me not, 
or I (ball be of all men mot miſerable! 

© Wedneſday, May 3. Woke with the preſence 
of God, Jelus was allogel}.cr lovely to my foul, 
My heart was carried out in praiſe to him for re- 
deeming me, and making me his own ſor ever, by 
the waſhing of regeneration, and zenewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

„ I earneſtly longed after inward holineſs; the 
image of God brought into my ſoul. For then 
only ſhall I be truly happy, when ſelf-love, ſelf— 
will, and all other roots of bitterneſs are 1ooted 
out of my heart, and the pure Love of God over- 
flows my whole foul. When Jelus is the lupreme 
and ſole Governor, and all things within ate 
{ubdued by his Grace; then the heart rells in 
peace, and all things move in their proper time 
and manner. The loul is retired, though in the 
mid!t of hurry : and ſweet peace and jov flow 
ſrom Jchovah, their ſource, There is the victory, 
the lalvation, the liberty, the deliverance rum 
fin, which very few bclieve, and which no one 
can know, ſave he that receiveth it. But it is the 
privilege of the children of God, and every one 
who ſincerely ſeeks, and with all his might, ſtrives 
for it, ſhall ſurely attain ; for the mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it. t -- 

At the Lord's table, the bloody ſacrifice was 
imnvrelled on my heart, The fruit of the Tree of 
Liſe, was ſweeter to me than honey and the honey- 
comb, | | 

« Friday 31. Aſter preaching, gave myſelf to 
my uſual ſtudy, O freedom of heart and con- 
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tempt of the world, how great bleſſings are ye? 
Plentifully did the Lord ſhower his love into my 
loul this day, in our public meeting, Verily thou 
art the pleaſure of my foul, the hope and deſire of 
my heart, 

This day God prepared me for a fore trial, by 
giving me {weet repoſe in his love, I lived as it 
were in Heaven, My foul was raviſhed with his 
ſweetneſs, So was I enabled to bear with calm- 
neſs and patience, the abuſive language of one 
who came to my room, breathing out threaten- 
ings againſt me, Alas, how many are there who 
are great 238 proſeſſion, but not ſuch in 
reality, | 

46 r unto the Lord, to make me holy as he 

is holy, This is the thing which I long for, Lord 
grant me my heart's defire, Anſwer thy Spirit's 
cry for liberty! 

« Saturday, Auguſt 29. In the night I was 
grievouſly tempted of the Devil, He injected 
luch blalphemies, and threw ſuch fiery darts as I 
never experienced before, I was ſore amazed, and 
cried unto the Lord Jeſus, He heard my cry, and 

a delivered my ſoul from his rage and fury, Lord 
thou upholdeſt me, or I ſhould fall! O ſtay with 
me till 1 arrive ſafe in thy kingdom! 

„Sunday, September 1, Was a day of ſeaſtin 
and rejoicing to my ſoul, I had ſweet converſe 
with my Beloved, while I joyed in his ſalvation, I 
proclaimed his Name to thouſands,from Jeremiah 
vi- io. And neverſelt more freedom to preach m 
Saviour, O my Lord thou art precious to my foul, 
and thy ſervice is my reward! 

% 1734. Sunday, March, At the Lord's Supper 
this morning, my ſoul was dillulved with divine 
Love, I could bleſs God that ever I was born to 
fo happy and glorious an end, as to love, and praiſe, 
and ſerve my Redeemer, Yes, Jeſus, thou art pre- 
cious to my foul, Thy yoke is ealy, and thy 
commandments holy, and juſt, and good, I deſire to 
keep them with my whole heart, 
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© The more I ſee of the world, the leſs happi- 
neſs | can dilgern in it, Happy are they who are 
well out ot it, Let me dic the death of the 
rizhtcous, and let my laſt end be like his. Tis a 

reat thing to be a Chrilltan in truth, 

„ I uſed the means of grace to day as uſual; but 
Cannot ſay that I had communion with God in 
them, Alas! what are means when Chriſt is 
ablent! How often do 1 find heavineſs and dead- 
neſs ſucceed much joy, and freedom of ſpirit, 
& Poor alas, beyond expriefhon poor!“ 

« 1] wept and rejoiced that Gud had given me a 
ſoul capable of loving him, In reading and me— 
dlitating in the open air, my ſoul taſted of the joys 
in part, which thole ſpirits enjoy who behold his 
face continually, 

My ſoul vehemently groaned and longed for 
full redemption, while it enjoyed {weet converle 
with my dear Lord Jeſus. 

& I removed from amongſt us ſome who walked 
diſorderly. Alas, how few are willing to do and 
ſuffer all the will of God! 

„% Tueſday 12. Although my body was much 
aſſlicted, my ſoul was greatly comlorted, 

* Sunday 17, I heard a Sermon at Church 
to day, in which my Lord Jeſus was not ſo much 
as named. Alas that the Hay, the Truth, and the 
Life ſhould be entirely forgot! 

„Saturday 23, 1 had intercouiſe with Heaven 
all day, I thirſted for the Salvation of all men, 
as for my own ſoul. I was allo deeply humbled 
before the Lord, ſceing mylelf the woſt vile and 
unwonky of all his creatures, He likewiſe made 
me willing to be deſpiſed and evil Hk n of by 
others, And I cannot but admire the wiſdem and 
goodneſs of God, in ſo preparing me for what ſoon 
aller followed, One of my acquaintance that 
went with me to the Houſe of Qod, laid to my 
charge things which I knew not, I ſent for him, 
but he could ſay nothing to my face, IIis mouth 
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was ſtopped, and he ſeemed quite aſhamed, I ſelt 

much patience and pity towards him, Lord Jeſus, 

7 ve him repentance, and take prejudice out of his 
cart, 

„% Saturday, April 20, Was a day of joy and 
ſorrow by intervals, O how did Nature and 
Grace {trive in my Soul, What conflicts with 
myſelf do I daily experience! 

„% Friday, May 3. I had a ſceling ſenſe of the 
treaſures of grace and glory, which are laid up for 
me, both here and in Heaven. O what a Heaven 
did I experience in being able to call God, my 
God, and my Father!“ 


* 


HAF. II. 
The Extradt from Ins Diary continued, 
g HE account of his Experience, given in the 


preceding Chapter, begins with the firſt year 
of his Converfion; in which hkewite he began to 
labour for the good of his neighbour, Ant it may 
be obſerved, that in his progrets, the expericnce 
of his heart, had its certain progteſſive ſtages, re- 
lembling in ſome degree, that of the ſhinng 1e 
a day fuppole, whole early dawn is clcer ard 
promiling; end whole light and heat ſtill in- 
cie e; ere long, is overcaſt with clouds, and dil- 
turbed with tempeſt; the ſun however keeps his 
courſe, and ſtill goes on to the perfeft day, Such 
Iikewtle is the path of the u, and luch was the 
Experience of this Servant of God, | 
Ene fir{t diſplay of the Divine goodnels to his 
oul in juſtification, was lo clear, and his joy there- 
pon was lo exceeding ſtrong, that he had then no 
ex pectation of ſeeing war any more, And he 


was indeed carried on ſweetly, four tome conlidera- 
ble time, 
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But whatever was the cauſe, he afterwards felt 
otherwiſe ; and we find him often groaning under 
a body of fin and death ; complaining of ſtruggles, 
between Nature and Grace; and of inconſtancy 
and weakneſs in general: with ardent pourings 
out of his ſoul to God, for complete deliverance, 
And his thirſt after it was conſiderably augmented, 
by the tranſient taſtes, with which it pleaſed God to 
favour him from time to time, of the heaven of 
loving him alone, 

The feeling of his heart in reference thereto ; 
the methods which he purſucd in order to attain 
it; and the progreſs which by the Grace of God 
he made therein; are the ſubject of this Chapter, 
Only for the ſake of ſome, who deſire to have the 
fulleſt information concerning him on this head, I 
ſhall prefix a letter he ſent me to Briſtol from 
London, in anſwer to ſome enquiries which I 
made concerning his then ſtate of Tout, occalioned 
by the following circumſtance : ſome months be- 
fore he leſt London the laſt time, a report prevailed 
amongſt his Brethren, (it ſeems from ſome things 
he ſpoke chiefly in his preaching) that he pro- 
felled to be cleanſed ſraw all Sin, When I parted 
with him, not many wec«s before, I knew he was 
earneſtly following aſter perſef Love, weeping and 
praying almoſt day and night. And on my hearing 
that he had attained, I wrote to know it from 
himſelf, To which enquiry he ſent me the fol- 
lowing an{wer, 


London, June 17, 1757. 
My dear Brother, 


« WHAT you mention .concerning me, I 
anſwer thus, aft. I feel the conſtant witneſs of 


the Spirit of God, that I am forgiven; and that I. 


love God and my neighbour, e2dly, I do not feel 
any evil tempers. gdly. I firmly believe that God 
will eternally ſave my loul, But whether all Sin 
is taken out of my hcart, 1 do not determine; 

neither 


| 
F 
; 
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neither do I think that I love either God or my 
neighbour as I ought, or as I ſhall. I am _ 
leſs, but God is my ſtrength. I live by Faith. 
I am aſhamed, I have no wiſh, that any one 
ſhould believe Iam ſaved from all fin, Indeed I 
ought to juſtify every one that believes the con- 
trary, ſuppoſing it was ſo, But alas! If Chriſt did 
not pray for me, and, keep me every moment, I 
ſhould go to the Devil. I underſtand, Gal, iii. 10, 
as I never did before ; and Gal, ii. 19, is what 1 
fcel, Jeſus Chriſt is all in All, 

« I have written ſimply, make the beſt uſe you 
can of it ; but ſay nothing of it to any one, O let 
me be forgotten i not of God, or of his children 
in prayer; but as I deſire no good to be ſaid of me, 
I would not have any one fin againſt God in 
thinking, or ſpeaking the evil which my heart 
abhors. It is much to the glory of God, to ſave » 
proud, angry, ſell-willed, fearful, and unbelicy- 
ing ſinner; therefore I almoſt ſay, that I glory in 
mine infrmities, that the ſtrength and grace of 
Chriſt, may reſt upon me, and fave me from them 
all; and this he will do, as ſure as he is faithful 
and true, | 

© I am, your afſfectionate Brother, 
1homas Walſh," 


His ſtruggles, ſentiments, and attainments, 
partly before, and partly after this Letter, even 
to his death, are farther repreſented in the fol- 
lowing Extracts. 

« London, Sunday, June 2. All this ſorenoon 
I was railed above mylelf, and loſt in God. 
Heaven as it were came down into my Soul, and L 
faw the glory of the world to come ! I beheld all 
the glory of this world, as the mire in the ſtreets, 
But Oh, the views which I had of heaven, and 
the fore-taſte of thoſe raviſhing joys that flow 
there, ſo tranſported my ſoul, that 1 could bleſs 
Cod that ever I was born. 


N « Tucſday 
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& Tueſday 4, My ſoul was tranſported this 
day to ſuch a degree, as greatly affected even m 
body. I do not recollect, that I ever before felt 
ſuch a ſenſe of the preſence and glory of God. 
Surely if he ſhould manifeſt a few degrees more 
to me, I could not live in the body! 

„ Sunday q I gave mylell up to God, 1 
heartily delire to give my whole heart cheerfully, 
and without reſerve to thee my Love! Many 
things would alienate it from thee. But O my Sa- 
viour, keep thou my every deſire, Knit me 
cloſely to thylelf, and ſufler no falle fire to abide 
in my heart. I acknowledge, O my God, that it 
is an amazing inſtance of thy love, that thou haſt 
made me a child of thine, Let, I beſeech thee, 
thy goodnels be the ſtrongeſt tie to keep my heart 
ſtayed upon thee, 

+ Tuciday 18, I was ſo low in body, that I 
could hardly ſpeak or think. Oh, how does this 
corruplible body preſs down my foul! Yet I can 
praiſe God for his diſpenſations towards me; he 
alllifts me, that I may be partaker of his ho- 
I nels. 

„ At the Lord's Table I was in an agony for 
holineſs, My foul, and even my body were 
ready to ſaint with deſire, and longing for all the 
mind that was in Chriſt Jeſus, 

© Saturday, July 20. O how my ſoul laboured 
with Go in fecret prayer, I ſaid in my heart, if 
I am indeed a child of God, why have I not 
greater delires to depart, and to be with Chriſt ? 
I proltrated mylclf belore the Throne of Grace, 
and cried to God to anſwer me as by fire: and he 
ſoon ſileuced my deſpondencies, by anſwering in 
my heart, + My Son, thou art mine,” 

«© Wedneſday, September 21. I longed to be 
dilfolved, and yet more to be made holy. 

„God overpowered my whole frame, ſo that 
my body fainted under the pouring out of the 
Spirit of Chrilt, 


6& Saturday, 


Yo 


oy 
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„ Saturday, September 26. My heart was 
mite melted with a ſenle of the goodneſs of 
God, and of my own vilenels. I think I now 
begin to repent; to have a godly forrow for my 
ſins, Of this I am well atlured, that thoughts 
which were in my mind a year ago, are now a 
grief to me, The Spirit of Cod brings the fins of, 
my whole life to remembrance, I read them all, 
but more clpecially, whatever has been wrong in 
me, ſince I was converted, My {ſpirit within me 
mourns, and my heart feelingly favs, „ Oh that 1 
had never ſinned! O that my foul and body had 


been always pure before thee! Oh that 1 had 


always the lame light and power that God has 
given me now!“ But although I am vile, yet this 
I know, bleſſed be God, there is now no condem— 
nation to me: the Blood of Chriſt hath waſhed 
away all my fins. I have the Spirit of Adoption, 
and the Peace of my God, I love him, and ail 
his dear children; yea, and my enemies likewiſe, 
I hunger and thirſt after Righteoulneſs, I rejoice 
n my God, and delight in doing his Will. I know 
in whom I have believed. My name is written in 
heaven, Hallelujah! 

% Friday, November 22. I enjoycd a fullneſs 
of God in my ſoul; and had infinite [weetneſs in 
communion with my Saviour, Lord, I am not 
worthy of theſe manifeſtations : but 1 lee all is of 


free Grace, I receive all through Chriſt the 


Righteous, He drank the bitter cup, that I might 
drink the cup of conlglation, Lord, 1 would love 
thee infinitely, if I were able! My whole ſoul 
cries out for power to do thy Will perfectly. 

„% Monday, December 2, I feel I ama mere 
nothing, and that if God withdraw his grace 
irom me but for a moment, I ſhould do nothing 
but fin, | 

« Sunday 22. All the day long my Lord was 
wonderfully preſent with me in every ordinance, 
Truly my ſoul longed vehemently to be, and live 
like my Saviour, TOR Ow is the thing I aim 

2 at: 


— — — 
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at: and I believe according to the ſure word of 
arr ory I ſhall attain, O what depths and 

eights of holineſs do I diſcern attainable in this 
world, 

« 1] felt much ſhame before the Lord to day, for 
my unfaithſulneſs and unfruitfulneſs, O God 
enter not into judgment with me for my fins of 
omiſhon. | 

„ Sunday, July 4. I was troubled in my ſpirit 
becauſe of lightneſs of heart, and ſpeaking my 
own words, How many idle words 40 I ſpeak ! 
It ill becomes a Chriſtian, much more a Preacher 
to laugh. 

«© October 6. I roſe with much ſorrow and 
concern; and with ſhame, and much brokenneſs 
of heart, bowed my ſoul before the Lord, My 
heavineſs endured as it were but a moment, and the 
Divine light ſhone tranſcendently bright upon my 
ſoul. Praying with a few friends, my joy in the 
Lord overcame my feeble body. And it proved to 
be a preparation for a trial, which came ſoon 
alter. I had ſweet communion with Jeſus, and 
three of his redeemed ones this day. In the 
evening I preſſed upon the people the neceſſity of 
inward Life, irom Acts v. 20, 

„ My ſoul was mightily encouraged while 1 
expounded, John xiv. 21—23. Inward and con- 
ſtant liberty 1s what I want; to be always recol- 
lected, having my mind ſtayed upon God, I would 
live like an Angel below, For ſome moments in- 
deed, I often love and rejoice in a wonderful 
manner: but alas, © How toon it dies away!” 1 
become comparatively cold, and can neither pray 
with freedom, nor rcjoice with reverence, 

« Q Jeſus, thou holy Lover of my ſoul, unite 
me more clole to thyſelf, Be thou my glory, my 
joy thou art my all in All. 

« Still Natme, the Devil, and Grace, are ſtriving 
with me: Chriſt, however, has the upper hand; 
but I want him © to live and reign the Lord of 
every motion of my ſoul.“ 

« I prayed 


OF THOMAS WALSH: 149 


& I prayed with my kindred at taking my 
leave of them.*® My Brother and Siſter were ill, 
and my Mother weeping after me. I found a great 
ſtruggle, and believe I ſhould have ſtayed, but for 
thoſe Scriptures. He that loveth Father or Mother 
more than me, is not worthy of me. And let the 
Dead bury their Dead ; but go thou and preach the 
Kingdom of God. F My heart felt pain and ſorrow : 
but I took up my croſs, and went immediately to 
Ballygarane (where were a Colony of Germans) 
and preached that night, O what is needlul for a 
Miniſter of Jeſus! What faith, love, purity, 
divine light, life and ſtrength, to finiſh his courſe 
with joy ! | 

„% Meeting the Penitents, I could hardly ſpeak 
in the laſt prayer, I was ſo overpowered with the 
preſence and majeſty of God, 

« I roſe early this morning, aſter wateriug my 
8 with my tears more than ever l remember to 

ave done before. | 

„Throughout the various exerciſes of the day, 
I had ſtrong aſſurance, that the Lord would cter- 
nally fave me; eſpecially as I ſat at dinner, con- 
verſing with my Brethren of the things of God. 

« Having this evening to mylelf{ w:thout preach- 
ing, (a rare thing with him) 1 ſhut myſelf up, and 
fought the Lord with prayers and tears, Shew me, 
my Lord, thy glory! or let me die that I may ſee 
thee! If I cannot perlettly love thee, and do thy 
Will upon earth, ſend for me, and take my ſoul 
to heaven. But Lord, God, haſt thou not ſpoken 
by Moſes, Deut. xxx. 6, and by Ezek. xxxvi. 29— 

2, If thele are thy words, and promiles, I pray 
and plead, that they may be fulfilled in me, ac- 
cording to their utmoſt extent, O come and baptize 
me with fire! 


* He was then going to England the third, and which was 


the laſt time, | 
6 Matth. x. 37+ f Luke ix. 60. 


N 3 „% At 
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„At prayer with ſome friends, the Lord ap- 
plied powerfully to my heart, « Go, and lin no 
more,” I belicve it is his Will, that from this mo- 
ment I ſhould fin no more ; and that I ſhould have 
luch a Faith, as never to depart from Chriſt in 
thought, word, or deed ; that fo, being inſeparably 
one with him, I ſhould walk in the Spirit, and 
ling and praiſe him ever more! Angels praiſe my 
Saviour! 

* 1757. Sunday. All the day I was happy in 
my Lord, rejoicing in conhdence, that he would 
lave me eternally, rt pray, and love, and weep. 

** It was a day of great blefling, and of great 
trials, I came home through much ſnow and 
rain, But it was all (weet with Chriſt, I called on 
the ſtrong for (trength ; and aſter meditation, laid 
me down in peace. 

* Thurſday, I employed all the day in reading 
the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures, ſave ſome time 
which I ſpent in endeavouring to convince a man 
that there is Salvation for a perſon, though he does 
not make ule of the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, 

& With a heart full of matter, I preached on 
| Eph.vi.1o, 1 could truly ſay, the law of thy 
mouth is dearer unto me, than thouſands of gold 
and ſilver. 

© At dinner my ſoul was ſweetly drawn out 
after God, I felt ſuch an aſſurance of eternal ſal- 
vation, as I never had before; not with ſuch a de- 
gree of clearnels of evidence. 

„ I wept and prayed before the Lord that he 
would make me entirely pure in heart, and bleſs 
all his children, It was a happy day. 

« I felt great love to all mankind. My ſoul 
pleaded with God in their behalf. O Jeſus, haſten 
thy kingdom, Come and put a period to fin and 
milery! O my God, ſuffer not a vain thought to 
live in me. I never can reſt till Jeſus has poured 
his humble, pure, and happy mind into my ſoul, 
For ſome moments I did taſte of the felicity of 


heaven 


- 
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heaven; but through pain and unbelief, it was of 
ſhort continuance, 

« Friday, Jt being the public Faſt, I preached 
on Iſaiah lviii. g. It was a day of feaſting to my 
ſoul, With great delight I reſted in my God, 
And it ſeemed to me, that the people of God were 
not to fufler, Ilercaftet it will be; but at preſent, 
the grand contioverly is with antichtiſt.“ Jeſus 
will avenge the quarrel of his Covenant, 

„I ſeck K and uninterrupted commu— 
nion with the bleſled God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, True, I am not worthy of the 
crumbs under thy table; yet I look through thy 
rich grace, for all the precious bleſhngs of the 
new Covenant. 

„% Sunday, This was a glorious day indeed. 
Great and marvellous were the bleſſings which 
God beſtowed upon me, Ie bleſſes me in every 
duty: all is uſeful; all work together for my 
ood. 

« Jeſus was with me in all I did, He gave me 
ligh!, love, joy, peace, and ſtrength in all. In his 
Spirit I went to reſt, 

„Wherever I was, and whatſoever I did, my 
foul delighted in God: never had I deeper, or 
more {weet manifeſtations of his gracious preſence, 
I could not but praile him, and thirſt for more 
perfect union with him! Surely this is the fore— 


taſle of glory! O if Chriſtians did but rightly | 


* For ſome conſiderable time before, and during great part 
of his laſt ſickneſs, his thoughts entered deeply into the Pro- 
phecics of Daniel and the Revelation. He calculated the times 
with great exattneſs, and ſpared no labour and pains to be 
fully informed concerning the great things which thoſe paſſages 
inſinuate, till await the world. In mog he was wrapt up in 
thoſe future ſcenes, haſtening to the cg of the Son of God, in 
his Kingdom of Grace and Glory, His opinion was, that great 
and amazing things were at the very doors, and has frequently 
ſaid to a young may, My Brother, if you hve to the 
'years of a man (meaning thice ſcore and ten) you ſhall fee 


theſe things.” 
TITS "underſtand 
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underſtand the nature, power, and extent of the 
Kingdom of God in the foul, I am perſuaded they 
would not reſt ſatisfied with bare pardon of fin, 
when they may have perfect and uninterrupted 
reſt! If once fin be totally deſtroyed, and the 
ſpirit filled with the light, and love of God, it is 
then neither hurt nor hindered by any perſon or 
thing; but ſteadily goes on its heavenly journey, 
uniting to Chriſt, more and more daily. Jt does 
not yet appear what we ſhall be, even in this world, 

« OChriſt, what haſt thou done for me! What 
ſhall I ſay of, or unto thee ? This I ſay, that I 
love thee ! O let it be with all my heart, and 
ſoul, and mind, and ſtrength. At interceſſion, I 
felt ſuch a preſence of God, as utterly amazed me, 
O glorious Lord, how ſhall I bleſs thee ! 

„% My heart continually reſted in God, and 
drank of the living waters; yea, my very body 
was ſupported by the joy wherewith my foul 
was refreſhed : ſo that after preaching three times 
to-day, belide viſiting the fick, and well; my 
ſtrength was more than when I roſe in the morning, 

« Saturday, March 12, 1787. Preparing for a 
ſhort journey to-day, and laying up my books, I 
felt ſome little diſtraction. I could bleſs God, 
however, that I had not money to lay up. Alas, 
for the rich of this world: how are they to be 
pitied! How hardly can they be ſaved? Jeſus, 
make and keep me poor in ſpirit; nor ſuffer this 
world ever to defile me. Suffer not. my foul to 
cleave to the duſt, but caule all my alfections to 
flow towards thyſelf, 1 would not live upon 
earth, I deſire, pray, and labour, that my heart 
may be in heaven, with Chriſt my Head, | 

« Sunday 13. I converſed with one to-day, who 
told me, that for fourteen years laſt paſt, ſhe never 
found any unhappinels, but always rejoiced in the 
love of God. —— and after Sacrament, I found 
ſuch deſire, as almoſt made my heart break. My 
foul and fleſh cried, mourned, and wept for the 
perſect love of God, There is a beauty and 

excellenco 
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— in Holineſs, which has quite won my 
cart, 


« I felt a deep neceſſity of conſtant and habitual 
preparation for death. 

« All day, both in reading, prayer, and con- 
verſation, I felt ſomething of that promile, yon 
iv. 14. I look for Religion to poſſeſs, and en- 
tirely change me. I ſee and feel, that Chriſtianity 
is ſomething divine, living, generous, powerful, 
and internal. It is God dwelling in the Soul of Man, 
2 Cor. vi, 16, 

% Friday 18. I prayed, and read till twelve, 
My body began then to complain, Itdoes not like 
taſting ; but my ſoul did banquet on the rich de- 
licacies of the love and promiles of God, I am 
in the way to heaven; but I want a 8 
nature, heaven within me. My ſoul can be ſatiſ- 
fied with nothing leſs than God, Jeſus, my dear 

eſus, let me ever eſteem thy Blood, and Righte- 
ouſneſs above the whole world! Through thee L 
come to God, By thee I enter heaven. Thou 
art Heaven, 

« From the labour of this day, I was truly 
tired in body ; but thankful and ſerene in ſpirit, 
had no raviſhing joy, nor overflowings of 
ove. 

© My heart was penetrated with the goodneſs 
and love of God. 1 ſee ſtill more clearly, that 
Love is the fulklling of the Law—ſupreme, con- 
ſtant, and perfeft Love of God, and pure Bene» 
volence to the whole of human kind, 


Happy Soul, when once renewed, 
God in thee, and thou in God, 
Only feeleſt within thee move 
Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, Love. 
Love immenſe, and unconhned, 
Love to all of human-kind, 

Love, which willeth all ſhould live, 
Love, which all to all would give, 


Love 
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Love, that over all prevails, 
Love, that never, never fails: 
Stand ſecure, for thou ſhalt prove 
All the eternity of Love! 


& There is, there can be no higher, no better, 
no ſweeter Divinity than this, My beloved ts mine, 
and Tam his! O my foul reſt in this! Be ſatisfied, 
and ſafe in the proretting, ſanctifying, and re- 
viving love of Immanuel, God with me. | 

Ihe 33d chapter of Exodus came in my courſe 
of reading to-day, And O what pleading and 
communion between Moſcs and his God! Happy 
man! who converſed with the glorious Jehovah, 
face to face.“ And yet St. John ſeems to expreſs 
ſomething higher and Iweeter than even this, 1ſt 
Epiſtle i. 3. For certainly 'internal union with 
God, and a fulneſs of his Spirit, are more excel- 
lent han any external manileſtation can be. 
This was one of my bleſſed days, wherein I 
had a fore taſte of the powers and glory of the 
world to come, | 

&« I retired a few minutes after five, to wait for 
the coming of Jeſus, My foul is all deſire after 
Chriſt, I am reſolved to love and ſerve him, ſo 
as I have never yet done, Come Holy Ghoſt, and 
kindle the kre within my breaſt. 25 

From a quarter aſter four this morning till 
ten, ſpent in prayer, and reading the Scriptures, 
and ſuch humiliation of ſoul, ſuch a ſenſe of my 
vileneſs I hardly ever felt, It was genuine, godly 
ſorrow indeed, with a clear ſight of the odiouſneſs 
of ſin, I believe the firſt time Jever ſinned, was 
brought to my remembrance, My head was as 
waters, and my heart as wax before the fire. But 
all the time, I had a clear ſenſe of the love of 
God; a witneſs that I was accepted in the Beloved, 


* That is, with a degree of familiarity and acceſs, which 
was not allowed to any of the other Patriarchs or Prophets. 
For /{rily ſpeaking, no Man hath ſeen Cod at any line. 


and 
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and all the day after, my ſoul delighted itſelf in 
the Lord. 

« I ought to eſteem myſelf unworthy of any 
comfort; my ſins having juſtly deſerved dam- 
nation, The Blood of Chriſt is of inhnite value 
and efficacy ; otherwiſe, I ſhouid never be ſaved, 
-Infirmities, ſo called, which once I paſſed over 
without much remorſe, now appear heinous, black, 
and damnable; and if God did not bear witnels 
with my Spirit, that they are all forgiven, would 
ſink me into miſery, People are ſeldom ſuffci- 
ently ſenſible of the odiouſneſs of pride, anger, 
internal concupiſence, or an inordinate love of 
the creature; together with the neglect of ſelf- 
denial, and bearing the daily Croſs. Theſe are 
overlooked ; yea, ſome even plead for, and at- 
tempt to juſtify them, Lord, let me never be an 
advocate for the Devil. Give me grace heartily 
to love thoſe who tell me of my faults. Search 
out my fin, till thou find none, My whole truſt is 
in the Blood of Jeſus, I have no other plea ; for 
this one is enough ; it will, it doth prevail with 
God, and bring my ſoul to glory. | 

In my cloſet the former part of this day was 
made indeed a time of love, I felt ſuch {weet- 
nels, and divine felicity in my ſoul, and by Faith 
beheld the glory of God in ſuch a manner as 
words cannot deſcribe. I ſaw and taſted God in 
all things, My Lord Jeſus Chriſt Pee wonderful 
to me indeed, Iſaiah 1x. 6. raile, bleſſing, 
honour, glory, and thankſgiving be aſcribed to 
the Holy and adorable Trinity, What could 1 
have believed, what underſtood of thee, unleſs 
thou my Lord hadſt revealed it to me?“ O Love 
divine! O the wiſdom, and power of God, 
Human tongue cannot expreſs, nor Angel minds 
eonceive, how great and wonderful they are in the 
Saints; by whom God is glorified, and in whom 


= 


* He ſcems to refer to ſome particular communication from 
God of his Triunc Majeſty. 
Chriſt 
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whom heaven, is as it were let down, and whom 
eternal glory momentarily awaits! They now 
drink of the Rivers of Pleaſure; of the Well of 
Life; and are warmed with the beams of the 
Divine Sun! They are delighted with praiſes, 
allured by pleaſures, clothed with light, and filled 
with God ! Hallelujah! Amen.” 
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CHAP. III. 
The ſame Subject continued. 


HE continued advancement of his ſoul in the 

knowledge of God, is very diſcernable in the 
Preceding ſketch of his Experience : although in 
the expreſſion of it, and of what follows in par- 
ticular, he ſeems often at a loſs for words; human 
language falling ſo far ſhort of thoſe things of God, 
which can only be ſpiritually diſcerned, In ſthoſe 
collections we ſee a ſoul peculiarly remarkable 
for a daily, ſerious, ſteady, exat and uniform 
courſe of walking inwardly with God, and attend- 
ing outwardly on all the precepts of the Goſpel, 
He poured out his thoughts from the treaſury of 
his heart, for his own ſole fuſe; for the more 
eſſectual promotion of his intercourſe with God, 
and for the better adjuſtment of all his ſpiritual 
Concerns, 

« 1757. 1 was up before five, read and prayed 
till I went to Chapel. I felt much. The Lord 
knows what! In the evening we (the Society 
met together in order to devote ourſelves to G 
a-freſh, by renewing our Covenant with him, 
My ſoul was greatly humbled before God, and felt 
that for my backſlidings he might juſtly have caft 
me off ; although I have not witkedly departed 
from my God, for my blots and ſhort comings. 


Jelus 
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Jeſus, however, I know ſtands my Advocate, and 
auſe he lives, I live alſo, | 

« I roſe early, and after prayer and ſermon 
communicated, The adorable Saviour gave me a 
taſte of his ſweetneſs, and a _ of his glory, 
I read, prayed, and converſed with Chriſtian 
Friends the reſt of the day; waiting for perfe& 
Love, and exhorted others earneſtly to ſeek aſter 
the ſame, Surely nothing is ſo deſirable as this, 
God in us is the very Perfection of Goſpel Holi- 
neſs, No man can fo thoroughly bleſſed till this 
unmixed Love of God purihes his heart, and fills 
his whole ſoul. 

« Although my employment is various, yet I 
refer all things to God, 

„In all 1 did all day, God was my life, my 
joy, and my ſtrength, His Love was as fire within 
me. I never felt ſuch a burning in my heart 
before. O Jeſus, what haſt thou done for me! 

* I ſaw this day, on a very trifling occaſion, the 
neceſſity of having lupernatural light, and a wit- 
neſs from God in all things, even the common 
affairs of life, that 1 pleale him, Some things 
occur which ſeem to be in equilibtio, ſo that one 
may reaſon for hours, and not be able to turn the 
icale, O may I never want light from G 
whereby I may clearly diſcern what I ought to do, 
and what avoid! And O let me have thy ſtrength 
alſo, or the light that is in me will be turned to 
darkneſs; for alas, I ofien ſee my way, but am 
lame, or drag on heavily ! Yes, 


Experience but too plainly ſhews, 
That man can att againſt the truth he knows, 


„ Happy the man who gives up all for Chriſt. 
Who having diſcovered, that the favour and en- 
zoyment of God is the pearl of great price, ſells all 
carthly loves, and_longs that he may freely 
receive the unſpeakable gift of God, 


O „% Soon 
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* Soon afier ten, I lay down, but could not 
fleep, through a deep and comfortable ſenſe of the 
love of Chnit. His Spirit reſted upon me, and 
made my heart flame with love to my Gol, and my 
All. Ir never entered into my heart to conceive 
the loving him with all the heart, till he revealed 
it to me by his Spirit, 

& Throughout the whole of my progreſs, I feel 
that Satan is my enemy, but Jeſus 1s my friend, 
Therefore I fear not; my Lord will ſave me from 
every evil work, and preſerve me to his heavenly 
kingdom, 

„The fire of divine love burned inceſſantly in 
7 ſoul, Yet I perceive I muſt ſtill wear ſome 
of the marks of my captivity, namely ſickneſs, in- 
firmity, and death. My ſoul would fain fly up to 
God, but I am yet detained, I converſed with 
ſome eminent Chriſtians, and Jeſus fulbtlled his 
word, being with us of a truth, 

« This day was as yeſterday, and much more 
abundantly. Indeed I can declare how greatly the 


Lord abaſed my foul, and broke me as it were in 


pieces. I could not perceive, that any ſm had 
E in me; but I wait for a ſtronger evidence 
that I am made pure in heart, O God, ſhew me 
what by grace | am! Shew me if there be Pride, 
Anger, or Uubelief in my heart, Jeſus Son of the 
living God, fend down the Holy Ghoſt from the 
Father, to bear me witneſs, and to ſhine upon thy 
own work, Humble and prove, but ſtrengthen 
and comſort me too, I am thine, There is not 
one doubt in my heart, but thou wilt ſave me for 
ever, | ſing praiſes! Te deum is ſweet to me; ſo 
is the Magnificat, and the Nunc Dimittis, O what 
has God wrought forme! Jeſus, thou art my ſtrength 
and righteouſneſs! I am ſafe in thee, thou art my 
Tock! Salvation is unto me for walls and bulwarks. 

« Having preached on, obtain promiſes, and ha- 
ving met the Society, I retired about ten: it was 


_ a ſeſtal day to my foul, I do feel from experience 


and ſcripture, that God has indeed changed my 
heart, 


* 
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heart, and deſtroyed the works of the devil, My 
heart cried for humility and love; the whole 
mind of Chriſt, 

„% The love of God till increaſed more abun- 
dantly than ever; the fire burned vehemently 
within me, I ſaw more clearly, that Cod had 
confirmed me in his favour; and that all was 
quietneſs and aſſurance for ever. I am aſtoniſhed 
at the gift of God, and am willing if it pleaſeth 
him, to be hated of all for his Name's ſake, I will 
fing of mercy and judgment, 


© This day 1 was ſorely tempted. Lord Jeſus, 


thou knoweſt what my temptations are, I would 
rather die than deny thee by finning againſt thee, 
Thou ſeeſt my ſimple heart. O guard and cover 
my head, My enemies are many, ſubtle, 
powerful, and malicious; but thau art greater 
than them all. O God, thou art my friend, 
and ſtrong helper, I will truſt, and not be afraid, 

4% ſenſibly felt the Lord impreſſing his image on 
my ſoul, O perfect love! "Tis all in all in religion, 
I want it above every thing, even this fulneſs of 
God in Chriſt, 

© The Lord gives me to drink of his love as 
out of a river. All things work together for my 
E May every one that is godly, praiſe him 
or this, and truſt in his Name for ark 
I took to my bed, thiough violence of pain in 
my head, and other ſymptoms of a fever, I re- 
ſigned myſelf to God, and was unmoved, I wept 
with gratitude to my good God, My fever ſoon 
abated, and in the night 1 got reſt, So graciouſly 
does he deal with me! 

% At the Lord's Table, I had not only a clear 
witneſs that all was forgiven me; but likewiſe 
ſtrong aſſurance, that God had purified my heart 
by faith. My ſoul was deeply affected with his 
love, The bleſſed Jeſus is preſent with, and pre- 


cious to me, O let my ſoul adore the Lord, and 


tell of his works with gladneſs. Let this be written 


for the generations to come. 


O 2 « I love 
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« I love, rejoice and give thanks, I can truly 

ſay, Ghat thou O Lord art my God for ever and 
ever! 
I cannot be truly content, but when I feel 
my heart penetrated with thy goodneſs, I would 
be always praiſing thee, and telling of thy love, 
O Jeſus. Thou makeſt my cup to run over. 

&« I] wept with a ſenſe of the goodneſs of God to 
me, and found all my dependance on Chrilt, 
Chriſt alone! He makes me to rejoice in his ſal- 
vation, His blood, and not my holineſs, or uſe- 
fulneſs is the only caſe of my acceptance, and final 
juſtification, O who can b-ar praiſe, and rejoice 
in contempt? Only he that is fully crucified with 
Chriſt, This is my aim, to burn and to flame with 
pure love to God, Nothing lefs than the full en- 
jovment of him, ſhall ever ſatisfy me. Thy pre- 
fence makes my heaven, O praiſe the Lord, ye 
ſervants of the Lord, all ye that do his pleaſure! 
Why am I not loſt in aſtoniſhment and love! 
O the goodneſs and condelcenſion of the bleſſed 
Jeſus ! 

« I was this day extremely ill in body; there 
was a burning all over my fleſh, But God was 
the reſt and life of my foul: who eee e. 
my ſickneſs, enabled me to continue in prayer a 
reading his word; yea, there was a burning of 
love in my heart, O may I fink into this bound- 
leſs ſea, and loſe myſelf in God! 

„ Trials being juſt at hand, that word was re- 
markably applied to my heart, I will be with thee 
in trouble, 

„This afternoon, taking a view of my whole 
life, from my infancy, the manner of bringing me 
ap, &c. I could not but admire and adogg with 
weeping, the goodneſs of God for his dealings with 
me. I was an ignorant, poor ſinner; having no 
knowledge of God, and little of this world, But 
the Lord looked upon me, and faid unto me live 
My ſoul doth praiſe and magnify his n_ 

ever. 
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ever! ſor an enlarged heart! Jeſus, thou art my 
ſtrength, 

« 5 believe you things are at hand for me. 
This was one of my beſt days. Nothing will ſa- 
tisſy me till John xiv. 23, is more fully than ever 
fulfilled in me: And my Father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode roith ham. 
uy ſaith, I come quickly, Lord Jcſus come! . 
oul burns with deſite. I pant for the living God. 
O ſtrengthen me to do always the things that 
ys thee! I believe thou wilt fully and finally 
ave me. 

© O what a myſtery is the love of Chriſt! How 
ſweet a banquet! How delicious a wine! Lord 
thou haſt raviſhed me with thy love! Death is 
now ſweet to me; and eternity affords me a moſt 
bleſſed and glorious hope, O what has God 
done for me! Holy Lord, accept of my heartiefh 
praiſe, and the molt perfect love that I at prefens 
can give, N 

& Both my body and ſoul were aſſected, with 
the great power of God reſting upon me this day. 
My whole nature bowed before the preſent Deity 3 
and his high praiſes were in my mouth, He ſaid 
unto my bs „Thou art made whole,” «I re» 
plied, Lord, I believe.“ 

„% In the mid{t of a variety of critical eircum- 
ſtances, my conſcience was kept pure, He that 
walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely, And what can 
harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good f © 

„% My ſoul longs for fuller union with Cay for 
more of the root and fruit of holineſs, faith, and 
love. O let me lean on thy breaſt, and kiſs thy 
ſeet. Keep me my Lord in thy boſom.. 

6 Humility was my delight this day, I feel 
within me that power of love which ſhall never 
fail. Jeſus will be my full, my everlaſting Saviour, 
All day my cup ran over. I came to my 
room both wet and weary, and lay down happy, 
My ſpirit ſtill magnifies the Lord. EL reſt in him, 
He giveth his Beloved reſt, 
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« To rejoĩce evermore, is my portion under the 
ſun. My heart diſſolves with the goodneſs of God. 
Truly thou art unto me a place f broad rivers, Iſa, 
xxxiii. Bleſſed be the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt! A ſtranger intermeddleth not with the hap- 
pineſs which I feel! The half cannot be told, O, 
it is heaven upon earth! After ſeveral exerciſes of 
faith, love, and prayer, I lay down in peace, My 
heart is full; and yet 


A point my good, a drop my ſtore, 
Eager LI aſk, and pant fur more.“ 


O how ſweet is it to retire from the werld! 
yea, even from converſe with the holieſt Chriſ- 
tians, to wait upon Cod alone; and to get cloſer 
acquaintance with the blefled Jeſus, Happy the 
man that can go to God at any time, praying to 
him, with faith and fervency, My God, all my 
ſoul cries aloud for more of. thy light and love, 
Manifeſt thyſelf more fully within me ! 

„ Lord, I know not that there is any one living, 
that has greater cauſe to love, and ſerve thee in 
truth, than mylelf; for thy ways of love towards 
me, have been, and ſtill are, very wonderful, O 
how many fins haſt thou forgiven me ? How many 
fnares of the Devil haſt thou broken, and delivered 
me from? How many pains and affliftions haſt 
thou ſupported me under? How many fears and 
ſorrows haſt thou, trom time to time, baniſhed 
from my heart? Thou haſt given me allo of thy 
gifts; and with reverence I ſpeak it, thou haſt 
given me thy grace, "Thou halt ſent me to preach 
thy word, and given me favour in the eyes of the 

ople ; neither have I ſpent my ſtrength in vain, 
n Lord, thou haſt given me thyſelf, and 
that thou wilt give me in, and with thee, both 
grace and glory ! 


Come Lord, thy Spirit bids thee come, 
Give me thyſelf, and take me home, 
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Be now the glorious earneſt given, N 
The counſel of thy grace fulfill, 
Thy kingdom come, thy perfe& will 

Be done in earth, as 'tis in heaven,” 


« I retired to faſt; and poured out my heart for 
my own ſoul, for the church of God, and for man- 
kind in general : that God would reform the whole 
world. Days of faſting become ſweet to me. I 
find more and more delight in them. But by | 
| I am ſaved, Jeſus is my righteouſneſs, | 

hrough faith in his blood, I offer myſelf, and all | 
I do to him. The favour of God I obtained by | 
his death; the image of God is Ramped upon my | 
heart by his Spirit; and rough his interceſſion, | 
I obtain everlaſting life. And yet will he re- 

ward every man according to his works, 

+ I was this day ſenſibly convinced of the 1 
danger of following impulſes of any kind, unleſs '| 
ſupported by the expreſs authority of ſcripture. | 
Nature and Satan, ſuggeſt a variety of things, which or 
having a ſhew of truth and goodneſs, often lead 1 
perſons into extravagance, It ſcems however a 
{ure rule, that whatloever promotes or increaſes 
purity and meekneſs, love towards God, and our | 
ncighbour, mull be from heaven. And whattocver 
does not tend to this, ought to be rejected. But O 
what need is there here, of ſpiritual diſcernment, 
to diſtinguiſh between the real graces of the Hof 
Ghoſt, and the counterfeit appearances of the Devi 
and ſelf- love! God of truth, and of love, lead and 
eſtabliſh my foul in the paths of Juſlice, Merey, 
Truth, and Humility, Make me of a quick un- 
derſtanding in thy a nor leave me a moment 
to my own wiſdom, or ſtrength, My help cometh 
from the Lord, who made heaven and earth, 
Praiſe the Lord O my ſoul ! 

„] adore thee, O my God, that thou haſt made 
it lawful for me to pray to thee, O, how great 
is thy condeſcenſion to regard ſuch a poor creature 
as me! I will extol thy goodneſs, O Lord, my 5 

6 
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« All day by my heart burned with the love 
of God, My defires were unutterable; but he who 
knows the mind of the ſpirit, will grant me all my 
petitions. 

« I had cloſe trials; but the conſolations of God 
were ſo many and ſo ſtrong, that I was borne above 
them. My body and foul were exceeding] 
ſtrengthened by the divine Grace, The Baptiſm o 


fire 1 experience noe than ever, But ſtil Lama 


Or creature. 

„% O how ſoon will this dream of life he ended! 
Lord, | long lo ſee thee as thou art. Give me pa- 
tiencs gracious Lord, 

« For about iwo hours in my room, I found 
fuch communion with God, as my pen cannot 
Write: no, it is beyond the power of words to de— 
ſcribe the hap, nels which I felt, Alas! that men 
ſhould be ſo ungrateful to God, and ſuch enemies 
to their own foul, as not to feck happine(s in 
Jeſus, O the delight of a ſoul fully united to 
God. 

% At his table, the Lord met me this day, in a 
wonderful manner, My whole frame was ſo af- 
fected and overpowered, that I was ready to ieſign 
my foul into his hanils, 

« I] was ftill more deeply ſenſible of God's 
preſence, I canno! tell what I then felt, It was 
the work of God; but he knows in what manner, 
and degree, The fire ſpread : the light ſhined ; 
and the power wrought: in ſhort, God within me 
lived ! Sing a new long, O my foul; ſing with a 
mighty voice, Proclaim to angels and men, the 
goodneſs of the Lord, Jeſus help me to praiſe 
thee yet more and more! 

« met with ſeveral trials to-day, but it was 
given me to bear them cheerfully, and to praiſe 
the Lord, who has given me integrity of heart, and 
ſimplicity of intention, in all my ways, Lord, I 


love thee. I will praiſe thy namg yet more, even 
for ever and ever. | 


„O bow 
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O how plain is it, that God reveals to babes, 
thoſe gracious things which are hid from the wiſe 
and prudent; fo doth he magnify his mercy, and 
ſtain the pride of human glorv. In my cloſet I 
wept much, that J might be more hlled with God 
than ever, 

„ thirſted and prayed this day to be with him. 
My whole foul was in a flame for God, O for 
more Faith to ſee him continually ! 

Lord, 1 am ſorely tempted, but thou com- 
forteſl me, I am happy in thy love, Still open 
thy kingdom more fully and powerfully within 
me, 

I ſtand as in the preſence of God, The awe 
of God | feel refls upon my foul, O how dread- 
ful, and yet how Fas # is this place! Lord Jeſu, 
thou art /r:manucl, God with me / 

« I mourned for the fins of the people, and 
found a willingneſs even to lay down my life, if 
that would ſave them from hell, Many wept, 
and trembled. O the depths of love in God! 

“ I felt this day an A to luffer for his 
Name's ſake, though I am conſcious of my own 
weakneſs, | 

„ Being much diſturbed by dreams, I roſe early, 
and called upon God. I continued reading, praying, 
and weeping, till ſeven in the evening. 1 was 
mollified. and deeply humbled, My foul adored 
3 and deſired to die, rather than oflend 

im. 

« O God, thou art my God, Bleſſed be th 
* and exalted be thy Name. Let the earth 
and heavens praiſe and proclaim thy greatneſs and 
glory: Jeſus, I love and adore thee! My ſoul's 

elight is in thee! 

„„was told of fome who ſpake evil of me, I 
2 for myſelf, and for them; and truly the 
ove of God was as a mighty fire in my ſoul. O 
what a Heaven is this! 

© Although love and joy lived and flowed in me, 
yet I wept aud made ſupplication, being ſtiongly 
tempted 
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and diligent reading of the holy 
They are I find, of fingalar ſervice to me, M 
ſoul is calmed, ſweetened, melted, invigorated, 
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tempted by the Devil. Ah Lord, thou knoweſt 
my ſtate and trials. My deſire is belore thee, and 
my groanings are not hid from thee, Haſt thou 
made me pure, and ſealed me thine for ever! 
Shine on thy work, and bear thy witneſs with 
_— Suffer not thy Servant to be of a doubtful 
mind, 

„% I had a moſt comfortable morning: God 
did indeed bleſs, comfort, and eſtabliſh my 
foul, And I continued in this fervor af love all 

„I ſee, that I ought to be much in prayer ſor the 
Holy Ghoſt. I plainly perceive that to be taught 
by him for one hour, is more proſitable to the ſoul 
than many days reading. | 

« I was extremely ill with pain in my bowels: 
however, I viſited and exhorted the people, and 
God gave me entire reſignation, 

„ I ſpent ſeveral hours in private, begging of 
God to enable me to fulfil the Law of Love. I 
feel ſo as I cannot write, the extent of Chriſtian 
Obedience. How deep, how wide! | 

2 O what a day of trial and conſolation was 
this! 


Deliver me O Lord from the ſtrife of tongues, 


and from the ungodly, who are a ſword of thine. 
I found in retirement this day ſore ſtruggles, and 


deep conſolation, 


© O how great is the profit of gle prayer, 


criptures P 


and ſenſibly ſtrengthened in the exerciſe of theſe 


holy duties, I weep and pray, and give thanks: 


yet ſtill, I want deeper repentance, and much 
more humility, I would be penetrated with the 
ſenſe of my own helpleſſneſs; and 1 do not find 
r equal to my will. I live, however, by 
aith, and find God unſpeakably, and continually 
preſent, 72 85 
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« My ſoul was ſolidly happy, and longing for 
humility, Idefire to be ſimple, and filled more 
abundantly with love to God and my neighbour, 

« I never felt ſuch gratitude to God, as 1 did 
this day, for bringing me from the idolatry of the 
Romiſk Church. My heart was grieved in readin 
ſome of their horrid doctrines“ about Saints, — 
Images. O God, thou haſt done this ſor me; and 
thou haſt done many thouland things beſide for 
me; and now I beſeech thee do this for me, give 
me a humble, thankful and penitent heart. 

„This was a feaſt, and a faſt day to my ſoul, 
All the ordinances of God ate exceeding precious 
and profitable to me. 

« I was all day deeply engaged with God ; 
wept much, aud prayed earneſtly, yet I had not 
much joy, I had a full and firm confidence that he 
would fulfil his word of promiſe to my foul, M 
weakneſs can do nothing without thy power, 4 
lay hold on thy ſtrergth, and offer myſelf to thy 

1 holy Will. 6 let me glorify thee, as well by 
fuſfering as by doing. 

« This morning I met with a woman where I 
breakfaſted, who was exceeding happy in God. 
A few weeks ago I met her in the ſame place, but 
ſhe was then utterly dead and careleſs. I ſpoke 
plainly to her, and at parting, after prayer, ſaid, 
« pray God you may never reſt till you reſt in 
Chriſt.” The words were applied to her heart, 
and her burden increaſed every day, ſo that ſhe 
was brought almoſt to black deſpair, when God 
revealed his love in her heart. She could now 
ſcarce tell it through weeping, O what a God is 
the God of the Chriſtians! 

« In prayer my ſoul was happier than ever in 
the thought, 4 I ſhell live with God for ever.” 
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He was about this time employed in reading Biſhop Uſter's 

famous Diſputation with the Jeſuits in Ireland And of this 

* book he ſays, ** I cannot think that a Papiſt who has learniog 

*and the fear of Cod, can, aſter reading it, remain in the Errors 
of Popery.” . 

« Dul- 
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* Dulneſs and wandering would Creep upon me, 
but prayer ſcatters every obſtacle. i 
& Jan. 1, 1758, Sunday. We met at four, and 
after prayer I preached on Pſalm xc. 12, We had 
the good Mr. at the Chapel, whoſe humility 
and fervor, more than compenſated for the irre- 
ularity of his ſermon, I have had much more 
Lanvin on other days, than on this ſabbath, tho* 
not more ſincerity and reſignation, I feel my 
weakneſs, and confeſs my ignorance, and implore 
the wildom and power of God, 

« After being ſome hours in my room, the fire 
from heaven went through me, and I could praiſe. 
the Lord continually, for his goodneſs to me. I 
find ſuch an impreſhon of his power and love, as 
cannot be expreſſed in words, 

« This whole ſabbath was both a delight and ko- 
nourable to me. Such revelations of God's good- 
neſs; ſuch mamiſeſtations of his Spirit, and ſuch 

operations of his love, I never felt. My very 
outward man was affected and refreſhed. It can- 
not be declared what I then felt, O there is much 
in theſe words, Ye ſal! be baptiſed with the Holy 
Gap and with fire, Whatloever I did, the Lord 
made it to proſper, O holy Father, let all the 
hoſts of heaven praiſe and adore thy name ! 

« As I walked through the ſtreet, he enflamed 
my heart with deſire to live to him more than ever 
I had done. : | 

« God is love, This is the foundation of all 
my hopes. 1 feel much ſhame, becauſe of my in- 

"Ermities ; but I have alſo ſweet conſolations. 

was ſeized with a violent pain in my ſto» 
mach and was exceeding ill.; however by the 
"mercy and power of God. I went through the du- 
ties of the day with delight, and could thank God 
far pain, ſo as I never could before, 
As I read my Greek Teſtament this morning, 
my ſoul magnified the Lord for the deſcription, and 
. progreſs of his work, contained in the AQts of the 
; | 5 | Apoſtles. 
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Apoftles, And while I am now writing, my ſoul 
is ſo cheered with the fire of love, as I cannot 
deſcribe, 

„Lord, I have not publicly preached for thee 
this day, (which was indeed an unuſual thing with 
him) but I have had many blellings from thee, and 
any heart has been in thy work. | beleech thee 
bleſs the labours of thy more faithful Servanis, 
whom I have heard, 


« I have great caufe to praiſe God, that I am free 


from worldly-care. Surely I was „Ar to 
this work in which I am engaged. that I may 
obtain mercy of the Lord, to be found faithful! O 
Jeſus, plead thou my cauſe in the heavens, and 
fill me with thy grace upon earth, All my hope 
ol heaven ſtands in thee! O ſhew me, if there ba 
ought in me which thou abhorreſt? And let me 
hear thee ſay, © Thou art all fair my Love, there is 
no ipot in thee,” 


6; O that 1 could love and obey, as ſaſt as I learn, & 


Truth appears to me every day with new luſtre : 
new ſprings are opened, and the belt wine kept 
until laſt, 

„% Feb .18, This was a day of cloſe trial, but my 
God doubly comlorted me. 

+ Sunday 19. After aſking help from God, I 
preached my farewel Sermon (ſarewel indeed: it 
was the laſt he preached in London, and the laſt 
day of his being there) at the Foundry, from Atts 
xx. 32, And now, brethren I commend you to Gd, and 
to the word of his grace. which is able to build you up, , 
and to give you an inlerilauce among all them which 
are ſanctiſed. And in the evening, I bid them 
fare wel at the Chapel in Weſt-Street, from Col, 
ii. 6. As ye. have received Chriſt Feſus the Lord, {+ 
walk ye in Aim. In ail the duties of the day, pub- 
lic and private, God was exceedingly gracious to 
me, I believe I never felt ſuch ſtrength of love, 
I was in truth fick of love. I could not ſufficiently 
praiſe Him, All words come far ſhort of what J 
telt, Lord, thou haſt k me much favour in 
| | the 


F 
: 

1 
1 
| 
oF 
3 
$ 
| 


—ů— — — —— — ——— 2—— — — — — 


170 rut LIVE AND DEATH 


the eyes of this people, They ſhew it by words 
and deeds; their prayers and ears! Reward them a 
thouſand fold, Bring me ſafe to Brrſtol, that there 
I may ſhew forth the Praiſes of the Lord, and 
declare thy Righteouſneſs, and thy Salvation, 
Amen, Lord Jclus, | 

„ Monday 20. Aſter prayer with our family I 
ſet out in the Machine, I read my Hebrew- 
Plalter, and the Chriſtian-Pattern, I found great 
tranquility of mind, and my ſpirit was refrethed 
with the goodneſs of God. I converſed with 
three Gentlemen, my companions in the coach, 
on divine ſubjetts. I prayed earneſtly to God 
before I ſet out, that my fellow-travellers might 
not {wear or curſe, and the Lord heard me; for, fo 
it was; they rather approved of Scripture Sub- 


jects and Studies, O the joy of Long conſcience! 


and the reſt which the ſoul finds in the love of 
God, The Lord ſupplies the abſence of friends, 
and all things that are dear to us. His preſence 
makes our paradiſe, It is not where, but what we 
are, which 1s the great matter, 

& "Thurſday 23. At Briſtol, I met Mr. W. T. 
under whoſe preaching God gave me the clear 
Witneſs of his forgiving love. Our meeting was 
for the better. As tron fſharpeneth iron, ſo doth the 
countenance of a man his friend. We remembered 
the years of the right hand of the moſt High; and 
how the Lord filled our mouths with laughter, 
when he brought back our Captivity, Lord, bleſs 
this man, and make him faithful in all things! 
And now that I am come to this yn to preach 
the Golpel of the Kingdom, and ſpend my life and 
{irength in thy ſervice; aſſiſt me, O Lord, and 
make thy goodneſs known to me, Give me 
wildom and ſtrength. O help me, Lord Jeſus, to 
glorify thy Name. Amen, 

] readtkrough to day, the Epiſtle of St. James. 
And I do not wonder that the proud, the ſenſual, 
and the lovers of the world, yea all the ungodly of 
the carth, ſhould find fault with it. In Page 
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with the family, the Spirit was poured out from 
on nigh upon us, and great grace reſted upon 
us all, 

After prayer this morning, I began and read 
through, in Greek and Latin. the ſecond Epiltle to 
Timothy, and found much inſtruftion, and reproot 
for my foul, O what a man ought a Miniſter to 
be! How holy, and how wiſe! What Courage, 
Zeal, Patience and Temperance, are neceſlary 
for him in an eſpecial manner, in order to give 
account of himlelf, and others to God with 
Joy! | 

& Preaching on 1 John iv. 18, my mind was 
more clearly enlightened than ever, to {ce that 
perfect Love is Chriſtian Perfection. By ſunple, but 
powerful faith, 1 deftre to attain it: and to live 
and grow in this love, till my ſpirit returns to 
God.” 

With ſuch defires, and in ſuch meditations as 
theſe, did he ſpend his days and nights, longing and 
ſighing for the fight of God contiuually; and in his 
prayers, the violence of his affections, did not a little 
increaſe the weakneſs of his body. 


EEE — 


CHAP. IV. 


Of tas laſt Sickneſs, and Death. 
HE? ſtate of body in general was that of a 


lingering death, which however, being in- 
terſperſed with intervals of comparative health and 
ſtrength, admitted of his ſtill going on in the 
work of his calling. But by his laſt ticknels is 
meant, that degiee of diſeaſe, which admitted of no 
fach interval; and zt laſt took him off entirely, 
from all mental or bodily labour, and ended in his 
removal hence, 
This his laſt. illneſs may be dated from Feb. 24, 
1758, a few days after his arrival at Briſtol, from 
| P 2 London, 
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London, in his way to Ireland. After preaching 
twice as uſual, and ſtudying hard all day, he was 
ſeized with violent pains in his head, and in all 


his bones. He however roſe the next morning at 


his uſual time, and preached; retiring afterwards 
to his daily excerciles; but feeling the preſſure 
of the diforder, “„ My body, faid he, trembled 
with weaknels, but my foul was happy in God!” 

He avoided yielding to his pains, and proceeded 
in his Lord's work as uſual, for leveral days; till 
at length he was conſtrained to take his bed, Here 
he was confined for ſeveral days; and taking as 
exact notice, as his diforder admitted, of the ſtate 


of his heart, and growing komething better, he 


wrote from the ſulneſs of his heart his ſtate and 
ſentiments, during that time, as follows, 
„Saturday, March g. (he day he took his bed,) 


ke ſaid, Guod is thy will O Lud, Thy counſels of 


old are Faithſulnets and Truth, Thou reigneſt in 


righteouſnels; though no man can know love or 


hatred, by all that is before him. Thou giveſt 
account of thy ways to none, but affureſt the 


Righteous, that it hall be well with him ; and that. 


thy correttions are with this deſign, hat we may 
partake of thy holineſs. JI am in thy hands, O my 
God: work thy perfect will in me, and ſuſtain me 
in this trial, I call upoh thee in the day of 
trouble; and believe thou wilt deliver me, and 
that I ſhall gloriſy thee, and praife thee yet more 
and more. Thus (as he concludes) I went to bed 
very ill, and happy.” | 

„ Sunday 5, My illneſs continued and in- 
creaſed; I had not much conſolation, but was gra- 
ciouſly preſerved from buffetings. Monday 6. 
Continued in foul as yeſterday, only with more 


examination, Tueſday 7. I had icarcely any al- 


teration in body or foul, 1 cricd to God, and he 
heard me; but the ſweet and uſual returns of 
prayer were not. Wedneſday 8, God gave me 


to weep. much for the fins of my whole life.“ 


Thurſday 9. My pains and pleaſures, corporal and., 


ſpiritual, 
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fpiritual, were as the day before. Friday 10. I 
had more conſolation of ſoul, Saturday 11. The 
ſpirit of prayer was plentifully imparted to me: I 
could plead the mercies, and promiles, and merits 
of Gol wy Saviour, and his love and joy were 
more plentifully poured into my foul. Sunday 
12, I had gracious intimations of the good will of 
God towards me in this ſickneſs, 

„Monday 13. 1 wasable to read and pray, and to 
adviſe friends to love God, and ſeek him in good 
earneſt, while they had {trength, Tueſday 14. 1 
was better ſtill, and prayed for the increaſe of holy 
love in the children of God, and for the propa- 
gation of the faith in all nations.” 

Belides this daily minuting down the ſtate of 
his ſoul, he on a general review of the whole, has, 
among ſeveral other particulars, the following ob- 
jervations; which I mention the rather, {1 ice, be- 
ſide other uſe which may be gathered therefrom, 
it is the beſt means of conceiving of the man as 
he really was, 

*« + had a conſtant witneſs from the Holy Ghoſt, 
that | was a child of God, However, the ſins of 
my whole life were brought to my remembrance ; 
particularly thoſe of my heart; the manifold back- 
ſlidings known only to God, For although God 
preſerved me [rom falling even once, into thole 
ſins, in which I lived in the days of my igno- 
rance ; nevertheleſs I ſaw my Pride, Deſire, Self 
will, Seif-indulgence, Levity, and miſpending of 
time.“ I may add to theſe, my want of love to 
God, Charity to my neighbour, and more ſerious 
concern for my own ſoul, I faw how wonder- 
fully the Lord had dealt with me, railing me from 


ga ſevere a Judye was he of himſelf, while in the judgment 
of all who knew his manner of hfe, he was excmplarily remark» 
able for the dir: Q@ contrary of what he here charges kimfelf With. 
But the higheſt flames (to uſe the words of the great, and 
ious Bilhop Taylor) are the moſt tremulous; and ſo the molt © 
ly and eminent religious perſons, are morc full of aw{ulneſs, 

and fcar, aud mode, and bumility,” 
P 3 the 
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the duſt, and giving me ſo many and invaluable 
bleſſings; ſo that I ought, more than all men, to 
ſerve and love him. 

I was moreover deeply convinced how 
ealy it is, for a perſon after having received 
| tap light, love, power and joy, to fall, notwithe 

tanding, into dulneſs of foul; and that holy de- 
fires, vehemement thirſtings after God, and the 
ſpirit of prayer, may be leſſened, yea, loſt. Truly 
we can keep nothing unleſs the Holy Ghoſt help 
our infirmities continually. | 

„But the grand leſſon of all, which in this little 
interval I learned was, the abſolute neceſſity of 
being free ſrom perſons, things and places. I ſaw 
what a tendency the foul has to reſt in ſomething 
beſide God; I ſaw that even when we give up our 
beloved fins, and all temporal things, we are never- 
thelels apt to reſt in the gifts and graces of God; 
making them as it were our ſaviour, and com- 
forter inſtead of Chriſt, 

„ faw farther, how deeply the love of life and 
learning, had been rooted in my heart: and that 
God ſaw it neceſſary to correct me often, to ſhew 
me the vanity of both, 

« I believe he is relolved to ſave my ſoul to the 
uttermoſt; and he uſes various ways 10 accompliſh 
this end. I believe this ſickneſs will be of great 
ſervice to my foul, and perhaps of more uſe to the 
children of God, than my labours could be, My 
defire is only to live wholly to him, and to get 
more of the love, and life of Chriſt, Lord, look 
upon me, a weak and unconſtant man, and 
ſtrengthen, and eſtabliſh my heart with thy love, 

66 fn exhorting the believers, I found much of 
divine conſolation, O how {weet were theſe two 
hours; and how ſhort! Love is a wonderful 
thing. 

« Sunday 26, I was in a high fever, yet when 
I got with the family, I forgot my pain, while we 
converled of the love of God, It being Eaſter- 
day, I examined, what I had gained ſince laſt, 

Eaſter ? 
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Kaſter? And I truſt, God has given me more hus, 
mility, and patience, and likeneſs to himſel[,” 

He was detained at Briſtol, through his illneſs, 
longer than he had intended ; and was but flightly 
recovered, when he was told of a ſhip, juſt ready 
to fail for Cork: being relolved on the journey, 
and willing to embrace the very fiſt opportunity, 
weak as he was, he embarked at Pi?! on the 1gth 
of April, The paſſage was extremely dangerous; 
infoinach, that the mariners themlelves, looked for 
nothing leſs than periſhing, ſo boiltcr ous were the 
winds and the ſeas. But fee the bleſſedneſs of 
being Chriſtians indeed; true Believers in Chriſt! 
Though they expetted every moment to go to the 
bottom of the great deep; “Vet Gul, ſaid he, gave 
me more faith, patience, and joy than ever I 
felt before, I could not ſee death terrible to me. 
I prayed, and praiſed God inceſſantly ; for ſleep 1 
could not an hour, while on board; and neither 
could [ eat. But Chriſt was with me in all, and 
ſupported me. I pleaded with the Lord in behalf 
of the paſſengers, beſeeching him that he would 
not take them away in their fins, They cried out 
vehemently, + We arc not fit to die!“ On their 
account, I did not dehre to ſleep; I cricd aloud to 
God in prayer, in the Cabin: and they gladly at- 
tended tuen. On Saturday the wind abated, and 
the next day we landed lafe in Cory: 

On my hearing of his arrival (eing then in 
the country, and it being many months lince we 
parted at London,) I haſtencd to fee him; and can 
never forget the idea, which the fist fight of him 

ave me, of a man in dcep Fare with God. 
On my opening his room door, and juſl appearing, 
he got up from his chair, being in deep contems 
lation, and with a ſpirit and countenanec, com- 
poſed and ſolemn as the grave, he faid with a low 
voice, „ God blels you,” We embraced each 
other with tears; after which kneeling down, he 
praycd, as to a preſent God indeed! with ſuch 
melting and moving expreſſions, and with ſuch re- 
verential 
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verential confidence, as ſurpaſſed all that I had 
known and admired in him before; and plainly 
diſcovered his having entered, ſince we parted, 
much further into the kotieft, by the blood of Aae 

During the time he ſtayed here, | was a daily 
witnefs of his manner of life ; and faw with much 
concern, his ſwift approaching end. He had moſt 
of the ſymptoms of a conſumption, in its laſt ſtage ; 
which increaſed upon him every day. The ſilver 
cords of life began to looſen, and the golden bowl, the 
whole of this wonderful, and curiouſly wrought 
machine, to be broken, He had an intermitting 
fever, which, returned regularly every day about 
eleven o'clock ; an habitual cough, and moſt pro- 
fuſe night-{weats ; all which had now ſo emaciated 
and weakened him, that the marks of death already 
appeared upon him, And yet notwithſtandin 
this, he {till ſo defired to diſcourle of the things of 
eternity, that, while he was at all able to ſtand, or 
ſpeak, he could not be diſſuaded from preaching : 
and although he brought into the * it the very 
image of death upon his face, ſo that it could 
hardly be expected he ſhould ſpeak ten minutes; 
he has nevertheleſs preached a full hour, to the 
aſtoniſhment of all who heard him. One would 
have thought he muit have dropt down dead im- 
mediately after. 

His internal ſtate, ſtill the object of his cloſe at- 
tention, during his continuance at Cork, where 
there is reaſon to believe he began firſt to think 
this ſickneſs would be unto death, he ſummarily 
expreſſes thus, | 

6 Saturday, April 29. My foul truly waiteth 
upon God. My body feels pam and weakneſs ; 
but my ſoul enjoys the living fire of the Holy 
Ghoſt t O, may I die the death of the righteous; 
and let my laſt end be like his! I wait for thy fal- 
vation, Oh Lord! Weak I am, but cannot be moved 
while Jeſus is my ſtrength. O that every pain 
may but increaſe my love to God! I am ſupported 
by the fire within, and by believing that Jeſus is 
at the right hand cf God, 

The 
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The time being come which he had appointed/ 
for leaving Cork, and going on to Limerick; + q 
attended by his own brother ; another friend an 
I accompanied him a dozen miles on the ways 
At the inn, where we ſtopped, he diſcourſed to us 
at dinner, of the things partaining to the life of a 
chriſtian, reſpecting particular inſtances of con- 
duct; but his weakneſs prevented him ſaying: as; 
much as we could have deſired. I ſhall never. 
forget our parting ! The other perſors being gone 
down ſtairs, after he had faid ſome particular 
things to me, we kneeled down, and prayed to- 
gether, for the laſt time! We then took our final 
farewel of each other! He went on his way. and: 
went mine; each of us expettinyg to meet no 
more, till we met in happier climes, and in a better 
world! 

I do not find, that from this time, he kept any 
further account in writing, of the daily ſtate of his 
foul; owing, I am inclined to think. to the via 
lence of his diſorder, which increaſed now, almoſt 
every hour; and which weakened and impaired 
the faculties of his mind, as well as the ſtrength 
of his body. Hence, beholding things through 
ſd defective a medium, he became in reality, an 
unfit judge of his own ſtate. The influence which 
this kind of diſorder in particular, frequently has 
upon the powers of the mind, is well known, even 
to the repreſenting things which concern, one's 
ſelf, and others, directly contrary to what they 
really are, | 

He had the judgment and advice of the beſt 
Phyſicians, wherever he came; who on the ſlighteſt 
intimation, oftered their aſſiſtance with all cheer- 
fulneſs, neither expecting nor deſiring any other 
gratuity than, (as one of them onee expreſſed) 
the prayers of Mr, Walſh.” They generally 
agreed, that his diſorder was brought on throught 
exceſſive labour frequent, and -Juud preaching, 
intenſe application to ſtudy, want of proper, and 
ſuflicient reſt; and fatigue in general. They 

likewiſe 
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likewiſe judged, that his caſe was now paſt all 
remedy, 

It was however judged advifable, that he ſhould 
be removed from Limerick, to the more free and 
open air of the country. He went thither ac- 
cordingly, where he had the tendeteſt and moſt 
affectionate attendance, with whatſoever was 
Judged proper to alleviate the rigour of the diſeaſe, 
and alla him, if God ſhould pleaſe, to health. 
But it was too late! And his friends perceiving, 
that neither Air nor Phyſic availed any thing, 
according to his own defire, removed him to 
Dublin. His next remove, was to the city of the 
great King, the paradiſe of God! 

Concerning the ſtate of his foul, for a few 
months hefore his death, as he wrote nothing on 
the head during that time, we can ſpeak with leſs 
certainty, than of what has been already 1clated, 
And embarking for England ſoon after we paited, 
I neither ſaw nor heard any thing particularly 
concerning him, till a Letter brought the tidings 
of his being no more in this world, But from 
the accounts of perſons of undoubted veracity. who 
attended him during that time, we learn, that his 
ſtate was not joyous, but grievous. He drank of 
his Lord's cup of ſorrow, and was deeply bap- 
tized with his baptiſm, He was immerged in 
afflition's furnace, and plunged in the deepeſt 
waters, 


« His fleſh chaſtiſed, with torturing pain 
His foul, and ſicknefs clave his bones: 
Keen anguiſh dwelt in every vein, 
And ſadly turned his breath to moans, 
Sorrow was all his foul; he.ſcarce perceived, 
But by the pains he ſuffered, that he lived!” 


He was tempted, and forely buffeted of the devil. 
The nature of his diſorder expoſed him to a degree 
of diſcompoſure. which he was more than ſuperior 
to, while in better health, In ſhort, fo did the 
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wiſdom of God permit, that through the malice of 
Satan, the extreme violence of the diſorder of his 
body, and the concurrence of ſeveral other cit- 
cumſtances, this Servant of God was brought to 
the utmoſt extremity of ſpiritual diſtreſs, and an- 
guiſh of ſoul, conſiſtent with keeping the faith; 
inſomuch that it was but few degrees removed 
from deſpair of his ſalvation, 


© His agonizing ſoul ſweat blood! 
With Chriſt he fainted on the tree, 
And cried in death, „My God, my God, 
Ah! Why haſt thou forſaken me?” 


His great ſoul lay thus, as it were in ruins, for 
ſome conſiderable time; and poured out many a 
heavy groan, and ſpeechleſs tear, from an opprefled 
heart, and dying body, He ſadly bewailed the 
abſence of him, whoſe wonted preſence had ſo 
often given him the victory, over the manifold 
8 and troubles, which he endured for 
his Name's-lake. A heart ſo ſenfible of the viſits 
of its Lord, and ſo reſtleſs at his ſmalleft abſence, 
muſt needs be deeply afflicted when left, ſeemingly 
to its own poverty, and ſurrounded as it were 
with hoſts of infernal fiends, The intervals 
which he had. of ceſſation from the extremity of 
the conflict, and of comparatively quiet confidence 
in God, are not perhaps ſo well known: but he 
had ſuch; otherwiſe his ſoul and fleſh muſt needs 
have failed before God, | 

It was however not till a ſhort time before his 
eternal deliverance, that his Lord appeared to his 
help; and by making himſelf known, as Jeſus, 
his well known Saviour, entirely eaſed the an- 

uiſh of his ſoul! The beams of his brightneſs 

diſperſed the clouds; and the ſmiles of his 
countenance more than compenſated for all his 
forrow. | 

The manner of his deliverance was as follows; 
A few friends being at prayer with him, on Sunday 

| evening; 
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evening; as ſoon as they concluded, he defired to 
be left alone, in order, as he ſaid, „ meditate a 
liule,” They withdrew; and he remained deeply 
recollefted for ſome time: Ju then, God, drop- 
ping into his foul, ſome lively foretaſte of the joys 
to come, he burſt out in tranſport, and pro- 
mounced, in à dying voice indeed, but with the 
Joy of angels! — + He is come He ts come ! 
——— My Beloved ts mine, and J am his / [lis 
or cer“ And uttering theſe words, he {weetly 
breathes out his foul into the arms of his Beloved; 
— on the 8th day of April 1759, and in the 28th year 


of his age, 


— 


K — 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


E cannot ſufficiently adore, the unſearch— 
able counſels, and impenetiable ſecrets of 
God our Saviour, with re{pett to the management 
of his kingdom, and the diſpolal of his Servants, 
Two things are natural to reftieft, on conſidering 
the preceding Account, 

1. Tolec a man delivered from the blindneſs of 
error and ſuperſtition, and brought into the light 
and enjoyment of truth; the knowledge of the 
true God and of his ſpiritual worthip-—to ſee him 
brought out frum the oMfcurity of retirement, and 
that by the remarkable interpoliuon of divine Pro- 
vidence, in order to ſpread the knowledge of God, 
among menkind, in the moſt public manner—to 
conlider him as {mgutarly fitted tor this, by know- 
ledge, by the word of truth, dwelling richly in 
him; by purity, oy zeal for God's plory, by the 
armour of righteoutnels, and by.the power of God, 
attending his word. To fee ſuch an one cut off 
from among mer, in the prime of life, juſt fully 
Furniſhed for promoting the kingdom of God, is a 
thing which will be acknowledged to nonplus 
human underſtanding? 

One may eaſily learn here from, a confirmation 


of that weighty truth, that Cod 25 not worſhipped, 
or 


0 
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ot ſerved, by men's hands, as though he needed -: 
perſon or —_ He leaves unto none room to thin 
that the cauſe of God needs them, or has a con- 
nexion with their ſtanding or being removed, He 
never is at a loſs how to ſerve his own glory, and 
the neceſlities of his creatures. Hereby moreover 
he would ſtain the pride of human glory; and 
teach us, to walk humbly with our God. 

2, But what may ſeem moſt — is, that a 
erſon lo eminent for piety, fo laborious for God's 
glory; ſhould in the time of his greateſt neceſhty, 
be fo deſtitute of ſpiritual comlort. And it muſt 
be acknowledged, to be a part of thoſe ways, of 
which God giveth+*account to none, ts nudge 
ments are unſearchable, and tus ways hat finding 
out. His way 1s in the fea, and his paths in the 
great waters; and his footfleps are not known, 
„% What 1 do thou knowe!t not now.” 1s applicable 
to the general courſe of God's Providences; and to 
much of the experience of chiiſtians in particular, 
and perhaps this 15 the belt fouting on which to 
reſt the preſent calc. 

There may be a reſemblance in ſome par- 
ticulars, between his cale, and that of Job, (See 
chap. ii. .—6.) But in both, ant wdecd in all 
reſembling inſtances, the hand of the Lord is 
viliblv ſeen; that he is pitta, and of tender 
mercy, and aſlitts his clriden only for their 
profit, that they might partake of His holineſs, 
And we ate atlired, he will repay his fervan's in 
another world. for Whatever thev futter in this; 
even fuch as fill up that which 1s behind of the af 
fictions of Chritt in heir floth, 

And although his cle was uncommon, vet it 
rs not ſingular: it is true, God has eiven us 
various inſtances, in the laſt flapes of his 
ſervants, both of triumph furerior to ickneſs, 
and death in ſome; and of holy mournins, deep 
abaſement, and patient retgnation, in others, And 
there have been thoſe likewite, whoſe lag lickneſs 
have been fuch times of painful purgation, and 

| Q | fore 
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fore conflict from diabolical temptations, that the 
utmoſt they have been able to do, has been to 
abide in the furnace: till patience having had its 
perfect work, they juſt ſtept from the Croſs to 
the Crown! Witneſling, only with their parting 
breath, Victory! Victory! 

But I forbear attempting to ſolve, that of which 
I am free to profeſs my ignorance; and wait for 
that light, which will inſallibly 


— Throw full day on darkeſt ſcenes of time, 


Some are tempted moſt in the beginning of 
their converſion, ſome towards the latter end; and 
others there are, who are ſorely tempted through- 
not their whole life, The latter was his caſe, But 
now eſpecially, his natural faculties weakening in 
proportion to the decay of his bodily ſtrength, 
rendered him the fitter mark for Satan to attack, 
with his moſt violent affaults, He could not 
however make him let go his intregity: nor did 
he alter his ſentiments, concerning any point of 
chriſtian doQrine, or retratt any thing he had 
formerly ſaid relating thereto, To which may be 
added, that in the midſt of this Hour and power of 
darkneſs, he never once charged God fooliſhly! But 
on the contrary, ſought to him with groans, and 
tears, and cries, without ceaſing ! 

His ſufferings both of body and mind were great 
beyond deſctiption: but when we conhider, thus 
did God permit concerning him, it puts to filence 
every doubtful reaſoning on the head, By con- 
ſtituting him a ares lufferer, God made him the 
more conformable to his ſuffering, conquering 
Son: that Man of ſorrows, who was acquainted with 

tefs! and thereby evidenced him to be not a 

aſtard, but a beloved ſon, purified by his hea- 
venly Father, that he might more eminently par- 


take of his holineſs and glory, Thus 
« Tried 
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# Tried to the laſt, but not forſook ; 
But honoured with diſtinguiſhed grace, 
Heaven-ward he caſt a dying look, 
And ſaw once more his Saviour's face. 
He's come! My well-beloved, he ſaid, 
And I am His, and He 1s mine! 
He ſpake, he gazed, he bowed his head, 
And ſunk into the arms divine!” 


Upon the whole, I profeſs, that on my fir 
hearing of the afflictive ſceye through which he 
paſſed, I was more aſtoniſhefl than at any thing I 
ever remember to have happened to mylelf or 
others: remaining in dumb ſuſpenſe, at what could 
be the cauſe of it. But I was foon taught to con- 
ſider the whole affair as an argument, father of his 
ſtrength than the contrary, His ſupporting at all, 
under ſuch extreme ſufferings, not a little 
demonſtrates his great foul, and his conformity to 
God his Saviour. 

If thou fainteſt in the day of adverſity, ſaid Solo- 
mon thy ſtrength is but ſmall : and by parity of rea» 
ſon, to ſtanq in a time of fore trial, argues propor- 
tionable ſtrength. Avert, my God, avert from my 
foul, which is ill able to bear it, ſuch a time of 
trial! O Jeſus, by all tuou haſt done and ſaflered; by 
thine agony, and bloody ſweat, by thy croſs and 
bitter paſſion, by thy meritorious death; thy reſting 
in the chambers of the grave, thy triumphant reſur- 
rection, and alcer.fon; and by thy coming again 
in glary, in the time of ſickneſs, in death, and in 
judgment, deliver my ſoul, I beſcech thee ! 

The thoughts of being quickly looſed from the 
fetters of the body, had ohen filled his foul with 
the moſt ſenſible delights, defiring nothing ſo 
much as to ſce his God: and the approaches of 
eternity did often fo inflame his deſites, that he 
was in a degree of tranſport, But after all that can 
be ſaid, on the head of this laſt ſcene, and indeed 
of the methods of God's providential difpenſations 
in general, concerning nations or individual per- 


ſons, 


#84 TUI 117 AND DYATHE OF THOMAS WALSH, 


fons, it ſeems the wiſeſt method, to reſt in that ſen- 
timent, not curiouſly to ſcan them; but rather to 
adore in humble filence, his unſearchable judg- 
ments and impenetrable ſecrets! Since, 


Not deeply to diſcern, not much to know ; 
Mankind was born to wonder and adore / 


Whatever is permitted to befal them in this 
world, we are well aſſured it all be well with the 
#ighteous. All things, whether proſperous or ad- 
verle, ſhall work together for their good. He that 
liveth for ever ſaith, I come quickly——to put a knal 
period to the whole of mortal things, and deter- 
mine the ſtates of all the children of Adam for 
ever! His reward is with him! We ſhall fee him as 
he is! Though now we ſee him not, yet believing, 
we rejoice! O Jeſus, work in our hearts that con- 
formity to, and reſemblance of thyſelf, that we may 
feek nothing, deſire nothing, but night and day 
think of, long for, and joyfully wait for thine 


appearing! 


